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CHAPTER I

The Catholepistemiad:

CHAPTER I

Judge Woodward Looks to the Future

With the fall semester of 1959-1960, a second century commenced

The Catholepistemiad:

for the Law School of the University of Michigan. Although the Law

Department of the University was not organized as a functioning en-

Judge Woodward Looks to the Future

tity until 1859, legislation directing its establishment had been passed

by the state legislature in 1837 and again in 1851.

4

The Act of 1837, although an early recognition of a state's responsi-

\Vith the fall semester of 1959-1960,

bility to provide higher education in the professions of law and medi-

cine for its citizens, was the second, not the first, reference in a

Michigan statute to the teaching of law. Twenty years earlier, an act

of the Governor and Judges of the Territory of Michigan had in-

cluded instruction in law in the curriculum laid out in the statutes for

the Catholepistemiad, or University of Michigania.1

The Act of

August 26, 1817, which on May 24, 1929," the Board of Regents held

to be the date of the founding of the University of Michigan, is the

for the Law School of the

tory of Michigan from the organization of the territory in 1805 until
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ticality are only today being accorded a long-delayed recognition.
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by the state legislature in 1837 and again in 1851.
The Act of 1837, alth ough an early recognition of a

bility to provide higher

ed u ca tion

state's

responsi 

in the professions of law and medi

cine for its citizens, was the second,

not

the first,

of the Gov ern or and Judges of the Territory of

in

reference

Twenty years earlier,

Michigan statute to the teaching of law.

T824, author, land-speculator, city-planner, inquirer into scientific

phenomena, and a dreamer of dreams whose wisdom and inherent prac-

Although the Law

tity until 1859, legislation directing its establishment had been passed

tution of higher learning.3 For this Act of 1817, one man was re-

sponsible, Augustus Brevoort Woodward, Chief Judge of the Terri-

University of Michigan.

Department of the University was not organized as

earliest legislative enactment, state or territorial, which includes law

as a subject to be taught in a publicly organized and supported insti-

second century commenced

a

a

an act

Michigan had

in

cluded instruction in law in the curriculum laid out in the statutes for

Throughout Western Europe and the inhabited portions of the

United States, the first decades of the nineteenth century saw a sudden

outburst of creative activity. A desire for innovation, progress, im-

provement stimulated inquiry and invention. At the same time, egali-

tarianism supported the belief that all knowledge should be readily

1 See Part II, I: I.

2 University of Michigan, Board of Regents' Proceedings, 1926-1929, p. 993 [here-

after cited as Regents' Proceedings]. See also Michigan Corrects Its Seal (1930)

(reprinted by Detroit alumni, Lambda, Beta Theta Pi).

SThe Virginia statute, entitled "An act for establishing an University," passed

January 25, 1819, stated: "In the said University shall be taught . . . civil govern-

ment; political economy; the law of nature and nations; municipal law. . . ." For a

list of law schools and law professorships established in the United States before 1860,

see Part II, I: 2.
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LEGAL EDUCATION AT MICHIGAN

available to all men. Learning should not be concealed or kept the ex-

clusive possession of some particular class or trade. Codification of

law was urged to end the mysteries surrounding the administration of

justice. Logical arrangement of natural phenomena was considered as

only the first stage in a systematic presentation of all learning. Thomas

Jefferson at Monticello classified all existing human knowledge so

his library could be arranged for convenient access. There was a wide-

spread belief that all "the progress and advancement of the human

mind" ' could be set out accurately and precisely, comparable to Lin-

naeus' botanical classifications. In this way, the proliferating welter

of'ideas and discoveries could be placed within an orderly and rational
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available to all men. Learning should not be concealed or kept the ex
clusive possession of some particular class or trade.

Codification of

law was urged to end the mysteries surrounding the administration of
justice. Logical arrangement of natural phenomena was considered as
only the first stage in a systematic presentation of all learning. Thomas
Jefferson at Monticello classified all existing human knowledge so
his library could be arranged for convenient access. There was a wide
spread belief that all "the progress and advancement of the human

system, intelligible to everyone. In 1816, two such attempts at classi-

fication were published: one in England, the work of Jeremy Ben-

tham; ' the other in Philadelphia, the work of Augustus Brevoort

Woodward.8

Woodward prepared his study, entitled A

System of Universal

Science, with certain specific objectives. First he proposed to trace

mind"

•

could be set out accurately and precisely, comparable to Lin

naeus' botanical classifications. In this way, the proliferating welter
"'
of ideas and discoveries could be placed within an orderly and rational
system, intelligible to everyone. In 1816, two such attempts at classi

"the progress and advancement of the human mind throughout man's

entire history," and next to collect and set out "all the systems and

classifications of knowledge which have [ever] been formed." Hav-

fication were published:
tham;

11

one in England, the work of Jeremy Ben

the other in Philadelphia, the work of Augustus Brevoort

ing presented the earlier systems, Woodward stated that he proposed

to explain his own classification of the sciences and the particular

nomenclature which he had devised to describe each with accuracy and

\Voodward. 6
\Voodward prepared his study, entitled A System

of

Universal
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precision.

One of the major subdivisions of knowledge which Woodward es-

tablished, he termed Ethica or "human power over the minds of

others." Within this, he placed four subgroups or epistemia: Ethos-

ophia or the "exercise of the power of man over his own mind,"

Themistia, Politarchia, and Ethnonomia. Referring to the latter three

as the second, third, and fourth epistemia, he stated:

The second epistemia . . . has its base in the exercise of

the power of man over the minds of other men; in what may

be termed merely social relation . . . . They are the power

4 Woodward, A System of Universal Science (Edward Earle, Harrison Hall, Moses

Thomas, Philadelphia, 1816), p. 99. See also p. 212 et seq.

5 Bentham, Chrestomathia; being a collection of papers, explanatory of the design

of an institution, proposed to be set on foot under the name of the Chrestomathic Day

School, or Chrestomathic School, for the extension of the new system of instruction

to the higher branches of learning, for the use of the middling and higher ranks in

life. (London, 1816.)

6 Woodward, supra note 4.

Science,

with certain specific objectives.

First he proposed to trace

"the progress and advancement of the human mind throughout man's
entire history/' and next to collect and set out "all the systems and
classifications of knowledge which have [ever] been formed."

Hav

ing presented the earlier systems, \Voodward stated that he proposed
to explain his own classification of the sciences and the particular
nomenclature which he had devised to describe each with accuracy and
prec1s1on.
One of the major subdivisions of knowledge which Woodward es
tablished, he termed

Ethica

or "human power over the minds of

others." \Vithin this, he placed four subgroups or epistemia:

Ethos

ophia or the "exercise of the power of man over his own mind,"
Tlu:misiia,

Politarchia,

and

Ethnononzfo.

Referring to the latter three

as the second, third, and fourth epistemia, he stated:
The second epistemia . ..has its base in the exercise of
the power of man over the minds of other men; in what may
be termed merely social relation . . . . They are the power
•Woodward, A System of Universal Science (Edward Earle, Harrison Hall, Moses
Thomas, Philadelphia, 1816), p. 99. See also p. 212 et seq.
11 Bentham, Chrestomathia; being a collection of papers, explanatory of the design
of an institution, proposed to be set on foot under the name of the Chrestomathic Day
School, or Chrestomathic School, for the extension of the new system of instruction
to the higher branches of learning, for the use of the middling and higher ranks in
life. (London, 1816.)
6 \V oodward, st1pra note 4.
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of society exercised over individuals
. . . Moral philos
ophy inculcates on the individual mind that debts ought to
be paid, contracts fulfilled; and a variety of other duties
performed. Jurisprudence proper, law, the administration of
justice, interposes; and coerces the performance of certain
duties, or redresses the violation of them .. ..
The powers of man, as exercised in the form of perfect
political society, constitute the base of the succeeding epis
temia
The law of nations is the fourth and last science, or epistemia, in the order of ethica ... 7
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of society exercised over individuals . . . . Moral philos-

ophy inculcates on the individual mind that debts ought to

be paid, contracts fulfilled; and a variety of other duties

performed. Jurisprudence proper, law, the administration of

justice, interposes; and coerces the performance of certain

duties, or redresses the violation of them . . . .

The powers of man, as exercised in the form of perfect

political society, constitute the base of the succeeding epis-

temia .. ..

The law of nations is the fourth and last science, or epis-

•

temia, in the order of ethica . . . .

Thus Woodward considered those branches of knowledge which cur-

rently are referred to as philosophy, political science, and law, both

•

•

•

.

national and international, to have a close association and to form an

integral part of his plan for presenting the achievements of the human

Thus \Voodward considered those branches of knowledge which cur

mind.

Additional light is thrown on Woodward's conception of material

properly to be included within the general area of legal studies by his

rently are referred to as philosophy, political science, and law, both
national and international, to have a close association and to form an

approving discussion of the earlier proposals made by Thomas Jef-

ferson for professorships to be established at the College of William

and Mary. Woodward noted:

integral part of his .plan for presenting the achievements of the human
mind.

The first [of the professorships proposed by Jefferson] was

of ethics; including, moral philosophy, the law of nature, and
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the law of nations; and fine arts . . . . The second was a

professorship of law and police, divided into municipal law

and aeconomical law, the first including, common law, equity,

law merchant, law maritime, and law ecclesiastical; the sec-

ond, including politics, and commerce . . .

Woodward thus had no narrow conception of the scope which in-

Additional light is thrown on \Voodward's conception of material
properly to be included within the general area of legal studies by his
approving discussion of the earlier proposals made by Thomas Jef
ferson for professorships to be established at the College of William
and Mary.

Woodward noted :

struction in law should include. At a time when most prospective

The first [of the professorships proposed by Jefferson] was
of ethics; including, moral philosophy, the law of nature, and
the law of nations; and fine arts . . . . The second was a
professorship of law and police, divided into municipal law
and aeconomical law, the first including, common law, equity,
law merchant, law maritime, and law ecclesiastical; the sec
.
. .8
ond, including politics, and commerce

lawyers were satisfied to read law for a year or two in the office of a

practicing attorney, when the one existing law school in the United

States-the Litchfield Law School founded by Tapping Reeve-held

the common law to be the only subject worthy of a law student's con-

cern, Woodward's vision encompassed instruction of a type that the

law schools of the mid-twentieth century were only beginning to appre-

ciate and in some instances achieve.

Apparently, the Chief Judge had planned initially to discuss within

7 Id., p. 330.

·

.

8 Id., p. 223.

Woodward thus had no narrow conception of the scope which in
struction in law should include.

At a time when most prospective

lawyers were satisfied to read law for a year or two in the office of a
practicing attorney, when the one existing law school in the United
States-the Litchfield Law School founded by Tapping Reeve-held
the common law to be the only subject worthy of a law student's con
cern, \Voodward's vision encompassed instruction of a type that the
law schools of the mid-twentieth century were only beginning to appre
ciate and in some instances achieve.
Apparently, the Chief Judge had planned initially to discuss within
7

Id., p. 330.

8

Id., p. 223.
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his volume the founding of an educational institution on a national

scale, for in the concluding paragraph he stated :

scale, for in the concluding paragraph he stated:

The fourth part of this investigation; relative, principally,
to an American National Institute; must necessarily be de
ferred. The supreme court of the Territory of Michigan
commences its annual session on the sixteenth day of Sep
tember; and there remains barely time for the performance of
the journey.9

The fourth part of this investigation; relative, principally,

to an American National Institute; must necessarily be de-

ferred. The supreme court of the Territory of Michigan

commences its annual session on the sixteenth day of Sep-

tember; and there remains barely time for the performance of

the journey.9

In spite of the obvious care with which Woodward had prepared

his System of Universal Science, the volume attracted little attention.

In spite of the obvious care with which \Voodward had prepared

There is no record of any interest in his suggestion of an American

National Institute, in which he had undoubtedly hoped his system

would be put into effect. But by the summer of 1817, Woodward was

able to put his classification to practical use, although on a more limited

scale than originally conceived. On August 26, 1817, the Acting Gov-

ernor and Judges of the Territory of Michigan signed into law "An

act to establish the catholepistemiad, or university of Michigania."

The statute, drawn up by Woodward, provided for an integrated

system of higher education, supported by public taxation, throughout

the Territory of Michigan. Set out in the act was a curriculum, divided

into twelve major areas, or divisions of learning, headed by a thir-

teenth chair of catholepistemia or universal science. These areas,
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termed didaxiim, were based on the classifications he had devised for

his System of UT1niversal Science, and went far beyond the then gen-

his System of V1tiversal Science, the volume attracted little attention.
There is no record of any interest in his suggestion of an American
National Institute, in which he had undoubtedly hoped his system
would be put into effect. But by the summer of 18 17, Woodward was
able to put his classification to practical use, although on a more limited
scale than origina11y conceived. On August 26, 18 17, the Acting Gov
ernor and Judges of the Territory of Michigan signed into law "An
act to establish the catholepistemiad, or university of Michigania."
The statute, drawn up by Woodward, provided for an integrated

erally accepted concepts of higher education. And among the other

novel subjects Woodward included agriculture, manual arts, fine arts,

military science, and medicine, while in the ninth didaxia in conjunction

with philosophy and political science appears "law."

Understandably, the Detroit residents of 1817 were unable to appre-

ciate Woodward's foresight in providing an integrated educational

system for the territory. Even the most forward-thinking and civic-

minded citizens could see no advantage in legal, philosophical, or

scientific instruction. The antipathy of the French residents toward

any kind of education, however elementary, was just beginning to

diminish. Hence, the wide-sweeping curriculum imposed by statute on

the Catholepistemiad was ignored in practice; the institution was

adapted to the immediate needs of the community. The University of

Michigania commenced to function in the fall of 1817 as a primary

SId., p. 371.

system of higher education, supported by public taxation, throughout
the Territory of Michigan. Set out in the act was a curriculum, divided
into twelve major areas, or divisions of learning, headed by a thir
teenth chair of catholepistemia or universal science.

These areas,

termed didaxiim, were based on the classifications he had devised for
his System

of

Uuiversal Science, and went far beyond the then gen

erally accepted concepts of higher education.

And among the other

novel subjects \Voodward included agriculture, manual arts, fine arts,
military science, and medicine, while in the ninth didaxia in conjunction
with philosophy and political science appears "law."
Understandably, the Detroit residents of l8r7 were unable to appre
ciate \Voodward's foresight in providing an integrated educational
system for the territory. Even the most forward-thinking and civic
minded citizens could see no advantage in legal, philosophical, or
scientific instruction.

The antipathy of the French residents toward

any kind of education, however elementary, was just beginning to
diminish. Hence, the wide-sweeping curriculum imposed by statute on
the Catholepistemiad was ignored in practice; the institution was
adapted to the immediate needs of the community. The University of
Michigania commenced to function in the fall of r8r7 as a primary
9

Id., p. 371.

THE

THE CATHOLEPISTEMIAD

7

school and classical academy, although the formal requirements of the

statute were fulfilled by the appointment of John Monteith as presi-

dent, holding seven of the thirteen didaxiim, and of Gabriel Richard

as vice-president, holding the remaining six.

But that Woodward was responsible for the Catholepistemiad, what-

ever its form, no one in Detroit doubted. The name of the institution

was derided, the nomenclature of the curriculum afforded the local

citizens opportunity for crude buffoonery, the outlines of the University

of Michigania as laid out in the statute were tacitly forgotten, but it

was generally conceded that Woodward had not only created the in-

stitution but that he had procured whatever financial backing it man-

aged to acquire. The following argument of a pleading question made

in 1819 is illustrative of contemporary public opinion:

CATIIOLEPISTEl\UAD
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school and classical academy, although the formal requirements of the
statute were fulfilled by the appointment of John Monteith as presi
dent, holding seven of the thirteen didaxiim, and of Gabriel Richard
as vice-president, holding the remaining six.
But that \Voodward was responsible for the Catholepistemiad, what
ever its form, no one in Detroit doubted. The name of the institution
was derided, the nomenclature of the curriculum afforded the local
citizens opportunity for crude buffoonery, the outlines of the ·university
of Michigania as laid out in the statute were tacitly forgotten, but it
was generally conceded that \Voodward had not only created the in

Were I to request Judge Woodward to lay out and expend

for the Catholepestemead $500, and he were to do so, it would

be with this, a case precisely analogous. Now could Judge

Woodward recover this money, upon proof only that he had

expended it at my request? If he could recover in such case,

stitution but that he had procured whatever financial backing it man
aged to acquire. The following argument of a pleading question made
in 18 19 is ilJustrative of contemporary public opinion:

how much money might not be recovered back, which Judge

\Vere I to request Judge \Voodward to lay out and expend
for the Catholepestemead $soo, and he were to do so, it would
be with this, a case precisely analogous. Now could Judge
\Voodward recover this money, upon proof only that he had
expended it at 11iy request? If he could recover in such case,
how much money might not be recovered back, which Judge
\Voodward with so ardent philanthropy solicited the disburse
ment of ?For if it be unnecessary, and indeed incompetent, ·for the
plaintiff to prove that which is not stated, it follows that
enough is stated in this count to justify a recovery. If enough
be stated and proved, then I believe every individual who has
contributed to the expense of the Catholepestemead, may re
cover the whole of such sum of Judge \Voodward; for every
cent so expended was undoubtedly at his special instance and
request.10

Woodward with so ardent philanthropy solicited the disburse-

ment of?-

For if it be unnecessary, and indeed incompetent, for the
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plaintiff to prove that which is not stated, it follows that

enough is stated in this count to justify a recovery. If enough

be stated and proved, then I believe every individual who has

contributed to the expense of the Catholepestemead, may re-

cover the whole of such sum of Judge Woodward; for every

cent so expended was undoubtedly at his special instance and

request.l1

Four years after the passage of the act establishing the Catholepis-

temiad, on April 30, 1821, the Governor and Judges enacted "An ACT

for the establishment of a University," which appointed twenty-one

trustees.

. .. [T]he said trustees and their successors shall, for-

ever hereafter be . . . a body politic and corporate, with

perpetual succession in deed and in law, to all intents and pur-

poses whatsoever, by the name, style and title of "The

Trustees of the University of Michigan" .. ..

10 Doty's Reports, MS in the Law Library of The University of Michigan, printed

in full in Transactions of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Michigan, 1814-1824,

ed. William Wirt Blume, I (1938), 376 at 392-93.

Four years after the passage of the act establishing the Catholepis
temiad, on April 30, 182 11 the Governor and Judges enacted "An ACT
for the establishment of a University, " which appointed twenty-one
trustees.
. .. [T]he said trustees and their successors shall, for
ever hereafter be ... a body politic and corporate, with
perpetual succession in deed and in law, to all intents and pur
poses whatsoever, by the name, style and title of "The
Trustees of the University of Michigan" ....

10

Doty's Reports, MS in the Law Library of The University of Michigan, printed

in full in Transactions of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Michigan, 1814-1824,
ed. William Wirt Blume, I (1938), 376 at 392-93.
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The act further provided that

. . .all the property, real, personal and mixed, and all

rights, credits and debts, granted, given, conveyed, promised,

or due to the corporation established by the act, entitled "An

act to establish a Catholepistemiad or University of Michi-

gania," shall be vested, and are hereby vested in the corpora-

tion established by this act; subject, nevertheless, to the uses,

trusts and purposes for which the same property was granted,

given, conveyed or promised: Provided, nevertheless, That

the corporation established by this act, shall be liable to the

payment of all the debts which are due, and to the discharge of

all the duties incurred by the corporation hereby dissolved.

The last section of the 1821 statute repealed the act establishing the

Catholepistemiad "saving all rights accruing under the same."

No further legislation pertaining to the University of Michigan was

enacted during the territorial period. With the admission of Michigan

as a state, greater popular interest in education began to develop. On

March 18, 1837, the state legislature passed "An Act to provide for the

organization and government of the 'University of Michigan.' " Sec-

tion 8 of the statute provided that the university was to consist of

three departments: the department of literature, science, and the arts;
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The act further provided that
.. all the property, real, personal and mixed, and all
rights, credits and debts, granted, given, conveyed, promised,
or due to the corporation established by the act, entitled "An
act to establish a Catholepistemiad or University of Michi
gania," shall be vested, and are hereby vested in the corpora
tion established by this act; subject, nevertheless, to the uses,
trusts and purposes for which the same property was granted,
given, conveyed or promised: Provided, nevertheless, That
the corporation established by this act, shall be liable to the
payment of all the debts which are due, and to the discharge of
all the duties incurred by the corporation hereby dissolved.
The last section of the 182 r statute repealed the act establishing the
Catholepistemiad "saving all rights accruing under the same."
No further legislation pertaining to the University of Michigan was
enacted during the territorial period. \Vith the admission of Michigan

the department of law; and the department of medicine. Provision
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was made for specific professorships; there were to be three in the law

department: one of natural, international, and constitutional law; one

of "common and statute law, and equity"; and one of commercial and

maritime law.

At a meeting of the Board of Regents on June 6, 1837, Regent

Wilkins of the Committee on Professors and Tutors reported:

The committee further recommended the appointment of

one Professor in the Law Department, whose salary shall be

fixed at $2,ooo; and the commencement of the duties of that

professorship, the ensuing winter ....

Your Committee therefore believing that this department

will immediately command a number of students, who are

awaiting the action of this Board, hesitate not to recommend

as a state, greater popular interest in education began to develop. On
March 18, 1837, the state legislature passed "An Act to provide for the
organization arid governme�t of the 'University of Michigan.' " Sec
tion 8 of the statute provided that the university was to consist of
three departments: the department of literature, science, and the arts;
the department of law; and the department of medicine. Provision
was made for specific professorships; there were to be three in the law
department: one of natural, international, and constitutional law; one
of "common and statute law, and equity"; and one of commercial and

the opening of the Law School the ensuing winter."

The report was laid on the table, whereupon Regent Wilkins sub-

mitted a resolution pertaining to the "arrangement of the Professor-

ships" which provided: "Resolved, That the Chancellor, in addition

~1 Regents' Proceedings, 1837-1864, pp. 4-5.

maritime law.
At a meeting of the Board of Regents on June 6, 1837, Regent
vVilkins of the Committee on Professors and Tutors reported:
The committee further recommended the appointment of
one Professor in the Law Department, whose salary shall be
fixed at $z,ooo; and the commencement of the duties of that
professorship, the ensuing winter .
Your Committee therefore believing that this department
will immediately command a number of students, who are
awaiting the action of this Board, hesitate not to recommend
the opening of the Law School the ensuing winter.11
.

.

.

The report was laid on the table, whereupon Regent \Vilkins sub
mitted a resolution pertaining to the "arrangement of the Professor
ships" which provided:

"Resolved, That the Chancellor, in addition

11 Regents' Proceedings, 1837-1864,

pp.

4-5.
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to his other duties, shall have the charge of the Department of Law." 12

At an afternoon meeting on the same day, the Regents considered

. .. so much of the report as recommends 'the appointment of one

Professor in the Law Department, whose salary shall be fixed at $2,000,'

and it was agreed to." 13

On March 24, 1838, the Regents' Committee on Organization and

Government of the University submitted a report to the Board deal-

ing with the division of the University into Colleges and Departments:

9
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to his other duties, shall have the charge of the Department of Law."
At an afternoon meeting

on

12

the same <lay, the Regents considered

" ... so much of the report as recommends 'the appointment of one
Professor in the Law Department, whose salary shall be fixed at
and it was agreed to. "
On March

$2,ooo,'

13

24, 1838, the Regents' Committee on Organization and

. . . [I]t would . . . best promote the interests of the In-

stitution, and of sound learning, Science, and Literature, to

organize each general Department of Instruction as a separate

College or Collegiate Department, to be under the literary

Government of the University submitted a report to the Board deal
ing with the division of the University into Colleges and Departments:

Government of its own Presiding Officer, so far as the sev-

. .. [I]t would ...best promote the interests of the In
stitution, and of sound learning, Science, and Literature, to
organize each general Department of Instruction as a separate
College or Collegiate Department, to be under the literary
Government of its own Presiding Officer, so far as the sev
eral branches taught therein are concerned, subject, however,
to the Laws prescribed by the Regents ... .
The eighth section prescribes the general Collegiate divi
sions and the separate Professorships which may be ap
pointed under each, by the Regents, and circumscribes their
power within the recited number. It is clear, from a view of
this Section, that the Act contemplates a College of Literature,
Science, and the Arts , and a College of Surgeons and Physi
cians, as the two primary Institutions. Subordinate in rank,
but at the same time perfectly distinct, are, a Department of
Law, a Department of Natural History and Chemistry, and
a Department of the Fine Arts, Civil Engineering, and Agri
culture. Each of these requires, in our opinion, for its healthy
action, a Presiding Officer or Principal to whom shall be com
mitted its local government and management; and to this end,
each needs to have appropriate buildings, lecture rooms, books,
and apparatus ....
.. . Every Professor having an appointment from the
Regents should be a member of the Faculty Board. The rules
by which this Board is to be governed are properly within the
province of the Committee for preparing a Code of Laws.

eral branches taught therein are concerned, subject, however,

to the Laws prescribed by the Regents ..

The eighth section prescribes the general Collegiate divi-

sions and the separate Professorships which may be ap-

pointed under each, by the Regents, and circumscribes their

power within the recited number. It is clear, from a view of

this Section, that the Act contemplates a College of Literature,

Science, and the Arts, and a College of Surgeons and Physi-

cians, as the two primary Institutions. Subordinate in rank,

but at the same time perfectly distinct, are, a Department of
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Law, a Department of Natural History and Chemistry, and

a Department of the Fine Arts, Civil Engineering, and Agri-

culture. Each of these requires, in our opinion, for its healthy

action, a Presiding Officer or Principal to whom shall be com-

mitted its local government and management; and to this end,

each needs to have appropriate buildings, lecture rooms, books,

and apparatus ..

. . .Every Professor having an appointment from the

Regents should be a member of the Faculty Board. The rules

by which this Board is to be governed are properly within the

province of the Committee for preparing a Code of Laws.

. . . the Committee respectfully submit the following reso-

lutions:

3rd. Resolved, That the Professor of Common Law shall

be the Principal of the Law Department."4

12 Id., p. 5.

is Id., p. 7.

14 Id., pp. 42-43 The complete report appears in Part II, 1: 3.

. . . the Committee respectfully submit the following reso
lutions:
*

*

*

*

*

3rd. Resolved, That the Professor of Common Law shall
be the Principal of the Law Department.u
12

Id., p. 5,

1s Id., p. 7.
u

Id., pp. 42-43 The complete report appears in Part II, I: 3.
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In spite of the directive to establish a department of law, the Regents

had not acted by 1851 when the legislature in "An Act to provide for

the government of the state university . . ." stated:
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In spite of the directive to establish a department of law, the Regents
had not acted by I85I when the legislature in "An Act to provide for
the government of the state university ... " stated:
The university shall consist of at least three departments:
I. A department of literature, science and the arts.
2. A department of law.
3.A department of medicine.
4. Such other departments may be added as the regents
shall deem necessary and the state of the university fund shall
allow.

The university shall consist of at least three departments:

I. A department of literature, science and the arts.

2. A department of law.

3. A department of medicine.

4. Such other departments may be added as the regents

shall deem necessary and the state of the university fund shall

allow.

Although the Act of 1851 expressly repealed the state act of 1837,

the 1837 statute did not refer to any of the territorial acts. In the

course of an opinion delivered in 1856, the Michigan Supreme Court

dealt with the question of whether the Regents of the University were

the "successors" of the Trustees of the University appointed under

the 1821 legislation.' The Court considered first the relationship be-

tween the territorial acts of 1817 and 1821 and the state act of 1837.

The consideration of this question requires a somewhat ex-

tended examination of the Territorial and State legislation in

regard to the University of Michigan. The first Act for the

establishment of such an institution, was made and adopted

by the Governor and Judges of the Territory, on the 26th of
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August, 1817, and was entitled, "An Act to establish the

Although the Act of I85 I expressly repealed the state act of I837,
the I837 statute did not refer to any of the territorial acts.

In the

course of an opinion delivered in I856, the Michigan Supreme Court
dealt with the question of whether the Regents of the University were
the "successors" of the Trustees of the University appointed under
the 1821 legislation.15 The Court considered first the relationship be
tween the territorial acts of 1817 and 1821 and the state act of 1837.

Catholepistemiad, or University of Michigan" . . . .

The consideration of this question requires a somewhat ex
tended examination of the Territorial and State legislation in
regard to the University of Michigan. The first Act for the
establishment of such an institution, was made and adopted
by the Governor and Judges of the Territory, on the 26th of
August, 1817, and was entitled, "An Act to establish the
Catholepistemiad, or University of Michigan" ....
The principal features of this Act, which demand notice as
connected with the question involved in this case, are its com
prehensiveness as indicated by its style, the broad scope of its
objects, and that it was to be supported by a public fund; all
showing that it was intended to be a great public institution,
embracing the whole Territory, and such a one as would not
admit of the existence of any other, similar in its character
and purposes ... the Act itself was repealed by a law
adopted April 30, 1821, entitled, "An Act for the establish
ment of a University" ....
By this latter Act certain persons therein named were
created a body politic and corporate, by the name, style, and
title of the "Trustees of the University of Michigan," ...
All the property, rights and credits belonging to the Corpora
tion, established by the Act of the 26th of August, 1817, were
vested in the new Corporation . .
No institution corresponding to the idea of a University,
as contemplated by the· Acts above mentioned, having been

The principal features of this Act, which demand notice as

connected with the question involved in this case, are its com-

prehensiveness as indicated by its style, the broad scope of its

objects, and that it was to be supported by a public fund; all

showing that it was intended to be a great public institution,

embracing the whole Territory, and such a one as would not

admit of the existence of any other, similar in its character

and purposes . . . the Act itself was repealed by a law

adopted April 30, 1821, entitled, "An Act for the establish-

ment of a University" . . . .

By this latter Act certain persons therein named were

created a body politic and corporate, by the name, style, and

title of the "Trustees of the University of Michigan," . . .

All the property, rights and credits belonging to the Corpora-

tion, established by the Act of the 26th of August, 1817, were

vested in the new Corporation . .

No institution corresponding to the idea of a University,

as contemplated by the Acts above mentioned, having been

15 Regents of the University of Michigan v. The Board of Education of the City

of Detroit, 4 Mich. 213 (1856).

.

u

Regents of the University of :Michigan

of Detroit, 4 :Mich. 213 (1856).

v.

.

The Board of Education of the City
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organized, the State Legislature in 1837 passed an Act en-

titled, "An Act to provide for the organization and govern-

11

organized, the State Legislature in 1837 passed an Act en
titled, "An Act to provide for the organization and govern
ment of the University of Michigan" ....

ment of the University of Michigan"

The Court then considered the question directly before it and ob-

served:

.[.. [W]e must first consider whether the Legislature of

1837 intended to create another and distinct institution from

that contemplated by the Act of 1821, or to organize and put

in operation the same. An examination of all the legislation

relating to a University in Michigan, leaves no doubt upon

this question. In every Act it is styled the "University of

Michigan," and its objects are the same in all, though ex-

pressed in different language. Each of them appropriated all

the public property at the disposal of the Legislature, which

had been donated or set apart for the support of such an in-

stitution, to its support. Its name imports the existence of

but one, and it seems clear that the Legislature had in view the

establishment of but one. The Act of 1837, which created a

Board of Regents for the government of the University, by its

own force removed the then existing Trustees, and substituted

in their place other Trustees by the name of "The Regents of

the University," as their successors in office.
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It is true, that the Act of 1837 makes no express reference

to that of 1821, but it legislates upon the sanme subject, and

the quotation of the words, "University of Michigan," in its

title, is not without some significance, if it were otherwise

doubtful, as indicating what institution was intended to be

organized in pursuance of its provisions.

In 1856, the state supreme court recognized that the foundation of

the University of Michigan antedated Michigan's existence as a state.

This opinion was used in 1929 by the Regents to change the date on

the seal of the University, to show that the institution was founded in

1817 rather than in 1837.

The Regents established a department of medicine in 1850 (thus

fulfilling the provision of Woodward's statute of 1817 which had

listed as the seventh didaxia "Iatrica, or medicine and its related

The Court then considered the question directly before it and ob
served:
... [\V]e must first consider whether the Legislature of
1837 intended to create another and distinct institution from
that contemplated by the Act of 1821, or to organize and put
in operation the same. An examination of all the legislation
relating to a University in Michigan, )eaves no doubt upon
this question. In every Act it is styled the "University of
Michigan," and its objects are the same in all, though ex
pressed in different language. Each of them appropriated all
the public property at the disposal of the Legislature, which
had been donated or set apart for the support of such an in
stitution, to its support. Its name imports the existence of
but one, and it seems clear that the Legislature had in view the
establishment of but one. The Act of 1837, which created a
Board of Regents for the government of the 'University, by its
own force removed the then existing Trustees. and substituted
in their place other Trustees by the name of "The Regents of
the University," as their successors in office.
It is true, that the Act of 1837 makes no express reference
to that of 1821, but it legislates upon the same subject, and
the quotation of the words, "University of Michigan," in its
title, is not without some significance. if it were otherwise
doubtful, as indicating what institution was intended to be
organized in pursuance of its provisions.

sciences"), but at that time took no action on the third authorized de-

partment. Interest in the law department was not allowed to lie com-

pletely dormant, however, and on June 23, 1852, the Regents had the

matter brought directly to their attention by a memorial presented to

them by "Judge Douglass and others in favor of a Law School at the

In 1856, the state supreme court recognized that the foundation of
the University of Michigan antedated Michigan's existence as a state.
This opinion was used in 1929 by the Regents to change the date on

University of Michigan . .. [which] was read and referred to the

the seal of the University, to show that the institution was founded in
1817 rather than in 1837.
The Regents established a department of medicine in 1850 (thus
fulfilling the provision of \Voodward's statute of 1817 which had
listed as the seventh didaxia "Iatrica, or medicine and its related
sciences"), but at that time took no action on the third authorized de
partment. Interest in the law department was not allowed to lie com
pletely dormant, however, and on June 23, 1852, the Regents had the
matter brought directly to their attention by a memorial presented to
them by "Judge Douglass and others in favor of a Law School at the
University of Michigan ... [which] was read and referred to the
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Executive Committee." 1 6 Among the forty-three signers to the docu
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Executive Committee." " Among the forty-three signers to the docu-

ment, were James V. Campbell and Charles I. Walker, future mem-

bers of the first Law Faculty at Michigan, and at least six attorneys

who had been admitted to the Michigan bar during the territorial

period. These included Benjamin F. H. Witherell, "admitted to the

bar of the territorial court in 1819 before Judge Woodward." 7 George

Alexander O'Keeffe, admitted in 1821 while Woodward was Chief

Judge 18 and Olney Hawkins, George E. Hand, James A. Van Dyke,

and David E. Harbaugh.19

In the next year, on November 15, 1853, a communication was pre-

sented to the Regents relative to "a Law School and the appointment

of a Professor of Law, which was also urged by the President in per-

son." No action was taken, however.20

At a meeting of the Regents on March 29, 1855, Regent Kingsley

presented a memorial from the members of the Detroit Bar, "asking

for the appointment of a Professor of Law in the University." 21 The

memorial was referred to the Executive Committee of the Regents,

which presented a report on June 28, 1855:

. . . [T]he best interests of the University require that

such Professor be appointed as soon as the resources of the

University will enable the Board to sustain a competent Pro-

fessor of Law therein.22
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The first record of any positive action appears in the Regent's Pro-

ment, were James V. Campbell and Charles I. \Valker, future mem
bers of the first Law Faculty at Michigan, and at least six attorneys
who had been admitted to the Michigan bar during the territorial
period. These included Benjamin F.H.\Vitherell, "admitted to the
bar of the territorial court in 1819 before Judge \Voodward." 17 George
Alexander O'Keeffe, admitted in 1821 while Woodward was Chief
Judge 18 and Olney Hawkins, George E. Hand, James A. Van Dyke,
and David E. Harbaugh.19
In the next year, on November

15, 1853, a communication was pre

sented to the Regents relative to "a Law School and the appointment
of a Professor of Law, which was also urged by the President in per

son." No action was taken, however.20

At a meeting of the Regents on March

29, 1855, Regent Kingsley

presented a memorial from the members of the Detroit Bar, "asking
1
for the appointment of a Professor of Law in the University. " 2 The
memorial was referred to the Executive Committee of the Regents,

ceedings for June 25, 1857, where the following resolution was adopted:

. . . That the President appoint a Committee to ascertain

which presented

a

report on June

28, 1855:

whether Governor Felch and Judge Campbell could be ob-

. . . [T]he best interests of the University require that
such Professor be appointed as soon as the resources of the
University will enable the Board to sustain a competent Pro
fessor of Law therein. 2
2

tained as Lecturers in the Law Department.23

Regents Farnsworth and Kingsley were appointed, but if they made a

report, it has not been located.

It was not until December 22, 1858, that the Regents appointed a

committee ". . . to consider and report a plan for the establishment

of a Law Department in the University ... ." 24

18 Regents' Proceedings, 1837-1864, pp. 516-17. See Part II, I: 4.

17 Michigan Pioneer Collections, IV, io8.

The first record of any positive action appears in the Regent's Pro
ceedings for June

25, 1857, where the following resolution was adopted:

18 Blume, ed., Transactions of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Michigan,

. . . That the President appoint a Committee to ascertain
whether Governor Felch and Judge Campbell could be ob
tained as Lecturers in the Law Department.23

1814-1824, I (1938), 22.

19 Id., 1825-1836, I, 23.

20 Regents' Proceedings, 1837-1864, p. 553.

21 Id., p. 604.

22 Id., p. 6II.

23 Id., p. 698.

24 Id., p. 799.

Regents Farnsworth and Kingsley were appointed, but if they made a
report, it has not been located.
It was not until December

22, 1858, that the Regents appointed a

committee "... to consider and report a plan for the establishment
of a Law Department in the University . . .." 2'
10 Regents' Proceedings, 1837-1864, pp. 516-17. See Part II, I: 4.
11 Michigan Pioneer Collections, IV, 108.
1s Blume, ed., Transactions of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Michigan,
1814-1824, I ( 1938 ) , 22.
1e Id., 1825 - 1836 , I, 23.
20 Regents' Proceedings, 1837-1864, p. 553.
1
2 Id., p. 6o4.
22 Id., p. 611.
2s
Id., p. 698.
:a

Id., p. 799.
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On March 29, 1859, the Committee submitted a "Report on the
Establishment of the Law Department" which stated in part:

13

On March 29, 1859, the Committee submitted a "Report on the

Establishment of the Law Department" which stated in part:

. . . [B]y all the Acts of Congress creating and confirming

the original trust by the legitimate force and effect of the term

university, as used in the said Acts of Congress, by the Acts

of the Legislative Couticil of the Territory of Michigan ac-

cepting such trust, by two Constitutions of the State of Michi-

gan recognizing such trust and the obligations it has imposed

by three or more Organic Acts of the Legislature of the State

of Michigan passed in pursuance of such grant, Constitutions,

and Laws, it became, and was and is the duty of the Board of

Regents-a duty imperative and inflexible and from which it

could not escape if it would-to establish in the University a

Law Department. How a Board, looking at the arrangement

of these Departments in the Organic Acts could proceed to es-

tablish a Medical Department named as the third before that

of a Law Department named as the second in each and every

one of those Acts is perhaps not a question for the present

Board to resolve. However those enactments may have been

heretofore executed, it is certain that with the views herein ex-

pressed the organization of the Law Department can no longer

be postponed.
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If, then, it be our duty to establish a Law Department .

all further argument would be out of place . . . . But we

may incidentally and not improperly add that if it be de-

sirable for those who intend to devote themselves to the law

to have presented to them in logical order the entire body of

the Law as it exists at the current moment in succinct and

attractive form, giving to every branch its due prominence,

going to its roots in the Feudal system and in the Roman in-

stitutions just so far as illustration may render needful,

directing especial attention to every means of aiding in the

practical application of the principles taught . . . then your

Committee cannot doubt that the establishment of the Law

Department will be hailed with general satisfaction.

The Committee then recommended that the Law Department be

established, that it go into operation on October I, 1859, and that cer-

tain professorships be established and certain general subjects be

taught. The report proposed that the Law Department

.0. . shall consist of three Professorships.

I. A Professorship of Common and Statute Law.

2. A Professorship of Pleading, Practice and Evidence.

3. A Professorship of Equity, Jurisprudence, Pleading and

Practice.

... [B]y all the Acts of Congress creating and confirming
the original trust by the legitimate force and effect of the term
university, as used in the said Acts of Congress, by the Acts
of the Legislative Council of the Territory of Michigan ac
cepting such trust, by two Constitutions of the State of Michi
gan recognizing such trust and the obligations it has imposed
by three or more Organic Acts of the Legislature of the State
of Michigan passed in pursuance of such grant, Constitutions,
and Laws, it became, and was and is the duty of the Board of
Regents-a duty imperative and inflexible and from which it
could not escape if it would-to establish in the University a
Law Department. How a Board, looking at the arrangement
of these Departments in the Organic Acts could proceed to es
tablish a Medical Department named as the third before that
of a Law Department named as the second in each and every
one of those Acts is perhaps not a question for the present
Board to resolve. However those enactments may have been
heretofore executed, it is certain that with the views herein ex
pressed the organization of the Law Department can no longer
be postponed.
•
*

*

*

*

*

If, then, it be our duty to establish a Law Department
all further argument would be out of place .... But we
may incidentally and not improperly add that if it be de
sirable for those who intend to devote themselves to the law
to have presented to them in logical order the entire body of
the Law as it exists at the current moment in succinct and
attractive form, giving to every branch its due prominence,
going to its roots in the Feudal system and in the Roman in
stitutions just so far as illustration may render needful,
directing especial attention to every means of aiding in the
.practical application of the principles taught . . . then your
Committee cannot doubt that the establishment of the Law
Department will be hailed with general satisfaction.
The Committee then recommended that the Law Department be
established, that it go into operation on October

l,

1859 , and that cer

tain professorships be established and certain general subjects be
taught. The report proposed that the Law Department
... shall consist of three Professorships.
I. A Professorship of Common and Statute Law.
2. A Professorship of Pleading, Practice and Evidence.
3. A Professorship of Equity, Jurisprudence, Pleading and
Practice.
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III. The general subjects of International, l\faritime, Civil,
Commercial, and Criminal Laws, Medical Jurisprudence, the
United States and other branches of law, shall be assigned to
the several Professors as may be hereafter determined. 25
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III. The general subjects of International, Maritime, Civil,

Commercial, and Criminal Laws, Medical Jurisprudence, the

United States and other branches of law, shall be assigned to

the several Professors as may be hereafter determined.25

The next day, March 30, 1859, the Regents accepted the report of

the Law Committee. They then passed the following resolution:

The next day, March 30, I859, the Regents accepted the report of
the Law Committee. They then passed the following resolution:

Resolved. That the Honorable James V. Campbell, Charles

Resolved. That the Honorable James V.Campbell, Charles
I. \Valker, and Thomas M. Cooley, Esq., be appointed Law
Professors in the University of Michigan at a salary of
$1,000 per annum each, the time of service to commence on
26
the first day of October next.

I. Walker, and Thomas M. Cooley, Esq., be appointed Law

Professors in the University of Michigan at a salary of

$1,ooo per annum each, the time of service to commence on

the first day of October next.26

When the Regents met on the afternoon of March 31, two further

resolutions pertaining to the Law Department were adopted. On

motion of Regent Bishop, it was resolved that:

. . . the Law Professors be requested to designate one of

their own number to deliver an address on the occasion of

opening of the Law Department in the University of Michi-

gan.27

Then, apparently, interested in establishing a department which from

\Vhen the Regents met on the afternoon of March 31, two further
resolutions pertaining to the Law Department were adopted.
motion of Regent Bishop, it was resolved that:

its commencement would have a national rather than a local character,

. . . the Law Professors be requested to designate one of
their own number to deliver an address on the occasion of
opening of the Law Department in the University of Michi
21
gan.

the Regents authorized:

. . . the Committee on the Law Department to cause the open-
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ing of the said Law Department to be advertised in Detroit,

Chicago, New York, Cincinnati, St. Louis, and Washington,

D.C., at an expense of not over $Ioo.28

In accordance with the resolution of the Regents, James Valentine

Campbell, a member of the Michigan Supreme Court and first Dean

of the new department, was selected to deliver the opening address.

On October 3, 1859, two days before the first lecture to students was

given by Charles Irish Walker, Campbell spoke "On the Study of the

Then, apparently.interested in establishing a department which from
its commencement would have a national rather than a local character,
the Regents authorized :

Law." 29 While the major portion of his speech dealt with the various

... the Committee on the Law Department to cause the open
ing of the said Law Department to be advertised in Detroit,
Chicago, New York, Cincinnati, St. Louis, and \Vashington,
D.C., at an expense of not over $roo.28

branches of the law, and the need for men trained in the law, the de-

sirability of providing formal education for lawyers and the practical

merits of such instruction, he commenced his address with a survey

of the background lying behind the establishment of the Law Depart-

25 Id., pp. 843-45.

2 Id., p. 837.

27 Id., p. 840.

28 Id., p. 84o. For the text of the Detroit advertisement, see Part II, I:5.

29 See Part II, II: .

On

In accordance with the resolution of the Regents, James Valentine
Campbell,

a

member of the Michigan Supreme Court and first Dean

of the new department, was selected to deliver the opening address.
On October 3, 1859, two days before the first lecture to students was
given by Charles Irish \Valker, Campbell spoke "On the Study of the
Law."

29

\Vhile the major portion of his speech dealt with the various

branches of the law, and the need for men trained in the law, the de
sirability of providing formal education for lawyers and the practical
merits of such instruction, he commenced his address with a survey
of the background lying behind the establishment of the Law Depart25

Id.,
Id.,
21 Id.,
2s Jd. ,
26

20

pp. 843-45.
p. 837.
p. 840.
p. 840.

For the text of the Detroit advertisement, see Part II, I: 5.

See Part II, II

:

1.

15

THE CATIIOLEPISTEl\fIAD

THE CATIIOLEPISTEMIAD

15

ment. Although Campbell did not identify Augustus Brevoort Wood-

ward as the man responsible for the Catholepistemiad, he did show

his awareness of the significance of the institution created by the terri-

torial statute of 1817. Campbell stated in part:

ment. Although Campbell did not identify Augustus Brevoort \Vood
ward as the man responsible for the Catholepistemiad, he did show
his awareness of the significance of the institution created by the terri
torial statute of 1817. Campbell stated in part:

In pursuance of the plan originally prepared for the or-

ganization of the University of Michigan, a Law Department

is now created. It has been deemed proper, as an inauguration

of this Department, that some explanation should be given of

the position it is expected to occupy, and of the particular ob-

jects it is designed to accomplish, or aid in accomplishing. As

one of the Law Faculty, I have been entrusted with this duty;

and I shall ask your attention to a retrospective glance at the

origin and design of the University itself, as tending to eluci-

date it. For, although this Department is now for the first

time organized as a working part of the main Institution, its

plan is not of recent origin, and it has always been contem-

plated as necessary to complete the round of University

studies.

In 1817, an act was passed by the Governor and Judges

(then constituting a legislative board), for the incorporation

of the Catholepistemiad, or University of Michigania . . .

this law . . . was not only a comprehensive and enlightened
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plan for a University, in its enlarged sense, but was, in many

respects, in advance of the times, and in some in advance of

our own period. There is nothing in our present legislation

which manifests so exalted a sense of the duty of the State to

furnish its citizens with the highest, as well as the more com-

mon, facilities for education. This University was the prede-

cessor of the present one, which is legally identical with it, but

has been modified by subsequent legislation . . . . As a rec-

ognition of the duty of the State to support, by its own means,

adequate institutions of learning of the highest grades, and as

a comprehensive plan of universal education, the law incor-

porating the University of Michigania will survive the ridicule

which may have justly attached to some of its peculiarities,

to receive honor and admiration from future ages. Pedantry

may be well excused, when it accompanies the enlarged views

manifested in this uncouth law.

. . . The original charter was modified in 1821; and in

1837 it was re-modelled again into a shape which has not since

been essentially changed, except as regards the construction

and election of the Board of Regents, and the enlargement of

their authority. The act of 1837 provided more specifically

than the previous statutes for the organization of three sepa-

rate Departments, one of which was to be a Law Department.

In pursuance of the plan originally prepared for the or
ganization of the University of Michigan, a Law Department
is now created. It has been deemed proper, as an inauguration
of this Department, that some explanation should be given of
the position it is expected to occupy, and of the particular ob
jects it is designed to accomplish, or aid in accomplishing. As
one of the Law Faculty, I have been entrusted with this duty:
and· I shall ask your attention to a retrospective glance at the
origin and design of the University itself, as tending to eluci
date it. For, although this Department is now for the first
time organized as a working part of the main Institution, its
plan is not of recent origin, and it has always been contem·
plated as necessary to complete the round of University
studies.
*

*

*

*

*

In 1817, an act was passed by the Governor and Judges
(then constituting a legislative board), for the incorporation
of the Catholcpistemiad, or University of Michigania ...
this law ...was not only a comprehensive and enlightened·
plan for a University, in its enlarged sense, but was, in many
respects, in advance of the times, and in some in advance of
our own period. There is nothing in our present legislation
which manifests so exalted a sense of the duty of the State to
furnish its citizens with the highest, as well as the more com
mon, facilities for education. This University was the prede·
cessor of the present one, which is legally identical with it, but
has been modified by subsequent legislation . ... As a rec
ognition of the duty of the State to support, by its own means,
adequate institutions of learning of the highest grades, and as
a comprehensive plan of universal education, the law incor
porating the University of Michigania will survive the ridicule
which may have justly attached to some of its peculiarities,
to receive honor and admiration from future ages. Pedantry
may be well excused, when it accompanies the enlarged views
manifested in this uncouth Jaw.
. . . The original charter was modified in 1821; and in
1837 it was re-modelled again into a shape which has not since
been essentially changed, except as regards the construction
and election of the Board of Regents, and the enlargement of
their authority. The act of 1837 provided more specifically
than the previous statutes for the organization of three sepa
rate Departments, one of which was to be a Law Department.

·
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LEGAL EDUCATION AT MICHIGAN

The Department of "Literature, Science, and the Arts"

was necessarily the first one organized . . . . The Medical

Department has also been in successful operation for several

years. No one now doubts the necessity or propriety of hav-

ing both these Departments kept up in the most thorough and

efficient manner. A free Law School, however, is something

novel, in this country, at least; and 'therefore it may be desir-

able to give some reasons why it has been deemed wise and

expedient to establish it."3

The remainder of Campbell's address dealt with the future. Augus-

tus Brevoort Woodward would have approved, for Woodward him-

self constantly looked forward with his inherent creativity thrusting

out in every direction. When he devised his System of Universal

Science, he had hoped it would become the basis for an "American

National Institute." Thwarted in this, as in so much else, he had

formulated a statute to establish within the Territory of Michigan a

broad and integrated educational system. In his treatise of 1816 and

the statute he drew up in 1817, he had visualized the law as an in-

tegral part of all human knowledge and as a science to be taught in

conjunction with related disciplines.

In the first hundred years of the law school of the University of

Michigan, in the development of a broadly based law curriculum,
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in the acquisition of a faculty whose interests ranged from the pleading

of the medieval English law courts to the legal problems attendant on

the use of atomic energy and from drafting and conveyancing to

natural and comparative law, at least one of the dreams of Augustus

Brevoort Woodward was to be fulfilled. Woodward's concept of legal

education was alien to his contemporaries. Yet the wisdom with which

the man dreamed is evidenced in the adoption by the greater Ameri-

can law schools of the fundamental premise of his ideas-that a lawyer

requires a type of training which will equip him to be more than a
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The Department of "Literature, Scfrn ce, and the Arts''
was necessarily the first one organized . . . . The Medical
Department has also been in successful operation for several
years. No one now doubts the necessity or propriety of hav
ing both these Departments kept up in the most thorough and
efficient manner. A free Law School, however, is something
novel, in this country, at least; and 'therefore it may be desir
able to give some reasons why it has been deemed wise and
expedient to establish it. ao
The remainder of Campbell's address dealt with the future. Augus
tus Brevoort Woodward would have approved, for \Voodward him
self constantly looked forward with his inherent creativity thrusting
out in every direction.

When he devised his

System of Universal

Science, he had hoped it would become the basis for an "American
National Institute."

Thwarted in this, as in so much else, he had

formulated a statute to establish within the Territory of Michigan a
broad and integrated educational system.

In his treatise of 1816 and

the statute he drew up in 1817, he had visualized the law as an in
tegral part of all human knowledge and as a science to be taught in
conjunction with related disciplines.
In the first hundred years of the law school of the University of
Michigan, in the development of a broadly based law curriculum,
in the acquisition of a faculty whose interests ranged from the pleading

practitioner of the law-and in the repeated statements by leaders of the

bar of the need for broadly trained young men prepared to view the

problems of the law within the framework of the entire social order.

Law was never taught within the Catholepistemiad as it existed in fact;

yet Woodward's ideas were fulfilled eventually by the establishment in

1859 of the Law Department of the University, which in 1959, as the

of the medieval English law courts to the legal problems attendant on
the use of atomic energy and from drafting and conveyancing to
natural and comparative law, at least one of the dreams of Augustus
Brevoort \Voodward \Vas to be fulfilled. \Voodward's concept of legal

Michigan Law School, celebrated the completion of its first hundred

years.
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education was alien to his contemporaries. Yet the wisdom with which
the man dreamed is evidenced in the adoption by the greater Ameri

Department of the University of Michigan, October 3d, 1859 (Ann Arbor, 1859), pp. 3-7.

can law schools of the fundamental premise of his ideas-that a lawyer
requires a· type of training which will equip him to be more than a
practitioner of the Iaw-and in the repeated statements by leaders of the
·
bar of the need for broadly trained young men pr ei) ared to view the
problems of the law within the framework of the entire social order.
Law was never taught within the Catholepistemiad as it existed in fact;
yet \Voodward's ideas were fulfilled eventually by the establishment in
1859 of the Law Department of the University, which in 1959, as the
Michigan Law School, celebrated the completion of its first hundred
years.
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