CHAPTER X

The Law School and Mr. Cook

X:I. REPORT BY THIIOMAS M. COOLEY: 1879-1880

SOURCE: President's Report, 1879-1880, pp. 60-61

The Faculty of Law in reporting upon the work of the last year have only

to report general prosperity and satisfactory progress. Unfortunately, the

health of Professor Wells failed before the beginning of the college

year, and it became necessary to secure some one to take his place while

his disability continued. Our former associate, Professor Charles I.

Walker, LL.D., on being applied to, kindly consented to give the Depart-

ment the benefit of his services, and remained with us during the year. The

attendance of students was large, being in all 395, of whom 175 received

the degree of Bachelor of Laws at the annual commencement in March.

The Tappan Professor gave his services through the year to those stu-

dents who were not applicants for a degree. For the more thorough instruc-

tion of those students it was found necessary to divide them into two sec-

tions; but this was only because of their great number, as each section took

the same studies. The special exercises have consisted in systematic in-

struction in the rudimentary elements of the law, taking as text-books,

chiefly the Commentaries of Sir William Blackstone and Chancellor Kent.

Portions of these works are regularly assigned for their study, and critical

examinations are had upon them by way of recitations. These exercises,

moreover, are always accompanied with such oral explanations and in-

struction as may seem needful to a full comprehension of the subject. As a
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general rule the young men appreciate the importance to their future

progress and success in the profession of a thorough knowledge of the

fundamental principles of the law, and as they become interested in these,

devote themselves with commendable industry and zeal to acquiring a

mastery of them.

The Faculty of Law deem it their duty to press upon the attention of the

Regents, at this time more than ever before, their special wants and neces-

sities. It is well known to you, as it is to others connected with the Uni-

versity, that two important interests have long suffered from comparative

neglect when University funds were being appropriated. One of these is the

University Library, which has now for some fifteen years been imperfectly

accommodated with what was intended to be, and should have been, only

temporary quarters, in the Law Building. No one better than yourself can

explain to the Regents how inconvenient this has been, but they can easily

see for themselves if they will visit the room at almost any time during

the college year. As the number of students who are pursuing post-graduate

courses increases, the inconvenience is felt much more severely, and it will

be greater and greater every year.

The other interest is that of the Law Department. If the University
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Library were removed from our building, we should not have a foot of

space in it which would not be needed for our purposes. Instruction suffers

now for want of room, and it is quite impossible to subdivide our classes

for examinations, as they need to be subdivided. The present Law Library

room is also wholly inadequate.

The Faculty of Law have witnessed with pleasure and without a murmur

the additional accommodations which from year to year have been pro-

vided for the Medical Schools, and the School of Pharmacy, and rejoice in

those schools being able, by the aid thereof, to do full justice to all who

come for instruction therein. They have not been disposed to push their

own wants to the detriment of the schools named, or indeed to the detri-

ment of any other school, or of any general interest. When the University

has had means, their invariable desire has been that they should be so

expended as best to subserve the common interest. Their disposition in this

regard has probably led to their own needs being sometimes overlooked, and

discriminated against, and this has seemed especially plain to them during

the last two or three years.

The great and paramount need of the University at this time, in our

opinion, is better accommodations for the University Library. For this

purpose a building specially designed for the Library is required. Its

erection would accommodate and advantage every professor and every

student in every school of the University, and would enable the library to be
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protected and increased. But its erection would accommodate the Law

School specially, because it would give to it the room it imperatively needs,

and which of right belongs to it. It cannot be just that this Department

should any longer give up half the available space in its building for the

accommodation of all the other schools, when it has not a foot to spare, and

is suffering for the want of the whole building for its exclusive use.

The Faculty most respectfully requests that you urge this great need upon

the attention of the Regents. You can remind them at the same time of a

fact to which we have already called their attention, that within our present

limited quarters we can neither increase the number of our books, nor pro-

tect those we already have.

T. M. COOLEY

X:2. WILLIAM WILSON COOK: 1858-1930

SOURCE: "William Wilson Cook," A Book of the Law Quadraingle

of the University of Michigan (1934), pp. 11-12.

WVILLIAM WILSON COOK was a native of Michigan, having been born in

Hillsdale on April 16, 1858. He was the son of John Poller Cook and

Martha Wolford Cook and was descended, in the ninth generation, from

the famous William Bradford, governor and historian of the Plymouth

colony. Mr. Cook's early education was received in the public schools of

Hillsdale, Michigan, and in the preparatory department of Hillsdale col-

lege. In 1876 he entered the University of Michigan and in 1880 received

his Bachelor's degree. Two years later he was graduated from the Law

School. From Law School Mr. Cook entered the office of William B.
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Coudert and was admitted to the New York bar in 1883, gradually rising

to be one of its ablest and most influential members. For many years prior

to his retirement he was general counsel for the Commercial Cable and

Postal Telegraph Company. In 1921 Mr. Cook retired from active practice

to devote himself to writing and study. He died June 4, 1930 at Port

Chester, New York.

William Wilson Cook is known to every Michigan man for his generous

gifts to the University and his untiring interest in its affairs. His gifts to

his Alma Mater during his lifetime and under his will total nearly

$16,ooo,ooo, thus making him the largest private benefactor of the Uni-

versity of Michigan. His most widely known gift is, of course, the Law

Quadrangle. Second only to the Law Quadrangle was his generous dona-

tion of the Martha Cook dormitory for women, which he named in honor

of his mother. Of his other benefactions perhaps the most outstanding was

the establishment of a trust fund of $200,ooo to found a chair in American

Institutions at this University.

Mr. Cook was not only a prominent lawyer but also a prolific writer.

His greatest work and one that is known to every lawyer is his "Cook on

Corporations," which is now in its eighth edition. In 1924 he published

"Principles of Corporation Law," a summary of his longer work for the use

of law students. In 1922 Mr. Cook's "Power and Responsibility of the

American Bar" made its appearance. In this book is set forth his belief in
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the importance of the lawyer as a leader in American democracy and the

consequent necessity of maintaining a high level of intelligence and in-

tegrity in the Legal profession. Mr. Cook's last book, "American Institu-

tions and Their Preservation," in which he set forth his views on a subject

in which he was passionately interested throughout his life, was published

privately in 1927.

X: 3. DEDICATION OF TIE LAWYERS' CLUB: 1925

(I) William W. Cook. "A Letter to the Lawyers' Club," 24

Michigan Law Review 34 (1925)

I believe there can be no higher public service in this country than to aid

in the improvement of the law schools. That leads to the improvement of

the American Bar and that means the preservation and improvement of

American institutions. The bar always has been and still is the leader of

the people. In fact, a democracy always trusts the lawyer.

Now, the improvement to my mind of the law schools can be brought

about only by raising the standards of admission, scholarship and character;

especially character, and by that I mean strong personality with intelligence

and principle. How can this be done at the University of Michigan?

First, by high qualifications for admission. The Regents have recently

raised them and might well raise them still higher. All I can do is to help

to attract enough applicants to allow elimination and selection, but after all

the only reliable attraction is the character of your law school itself. I

would make admission a privilege and a prize.
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Secondly, by the best of surroundings and associations. This means a

club house, which you now have; a library building; a law building;

dormitories; research rooms; the presence of distinguished jurists, judges,

members of the bar and visitors; able professors. A separate library

building will give quiet, seclusion and the studious atmosphere, necessary

to investigation and research. The next two dormitories should contain

ample quarters, not only for selected law students from your law school,

but also for judges, jurists and distinguished guests of the University,

and also for selected literary students who intend to study law. The at-

tendance of practicing attorneys and of judges still on the bench, and of

jurists generally, will influence the law students and raise their standards

and ideals. Judge Cooley was Dean of your law school when I attended it,

and Judge Campbell was one of his associates. Both were at that time

judges in your Supreme Court. The law students themselves were a some-

what tumultuous gathering, but the influence of the character, learning

and dignity of the law faculty taught us more than the books. However,

law students are no longer a mere aggregation and a law school is now

something more than a mere opportunity to learn. Requirements are higher

and should be made higher and higher still. I would have a selected body of

law students, just as Oxford and Cambridge have a superior class of

young men. The goal sought is the character of the law students, to be

reflected later in the character of the bar. When the University graduates
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law students unsurpassed anywhere in character and scholarship, the effect

on the bar and the country will be very great, especially throughout the

West. The Lawyers' Club Building now finished is of no consequence ex-

cept to forward that purpose. If I were wealthy enough I would offer

to do for Harvard, Yale and a law school on the Pacific Coast that which I

propose doing for the law school of the University of Michigan, and

thereby influencing other law schools.

Thirdly, the school should be endowed so that the best professors and

jurists may be obtained and retained and liberally paid. Lecturing can

unite with creative work. Jurists are not plentiful but the law schools can

get them.

I do not think the American people realize the value and importance of

the law schools. The general impression is that a law school needs only a

library and a few professors and that applicants should be admitted with-

out much preparation and that the course should be neither long nor

severe . . . .

The public expends hundreds of millions annually on common schools,

high schools, colleges and universities. This is the American system and

has revolutionized society, but in the higher education the requirements

are unformed, crude and insufficient to winnow the wheat from the chaff.

Emerson writing over fifty years ago on "Education" pointed out the

futility of educating together the quick and the dead, and yet his warning is

not heeded. Moreover, the overcrowding of the great universities renders

it imperative that a more drastic selection be made. This applies to the

law schools, because the law schools make the lawyers and the lawyers

weave the fabric of our government ... .
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America is still in the making but in the domain of law is no longer de-

pendent on England. On the contrary it is working out a jurisprudence of

its own. Here, too, the law schools must furnish the men to do the work.

Law students will be the law makers, law expounders and law systematizers

of the future. They should be a finished product-the brightest and the best.

Republican institutions in America have not yet fully demonstrated that self

government is enduring in a vast diversified country . . . . The mission

of America is to demonstrate that a great people can govern itself. Re-

publican institutions are still on trial and it is for the law schools to marshal

the forces and train the recruits. Our government always has been and

will continue to be a government by the legal profession.

.. "The law is no profession for the stupid, the indolent or the

ignorant." In Emerson's forceful language, it is "a profession which never

admits a fool." Its successes are earned and its activities many-sided. It

leads into all other occupations; no other occupations lead into it. There

are few who tread its hot and dusty highway from end to end, but those

few mould public opinion instead of following it. But as an "intellectual

aristocracy," it has not always led the way towards higher standards of

life. It is competent to do so and hence I do not think I exaggerate when I

say that the law schools are of supreme importance in this respect to the

future institutions, beliefs and conduct of life in America. The power of

the American Bar is unorganized and unseen, but upon it depends the

itself.
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continuity of constitutional government and the perpetuity of the republic

Another thing. There is an imperative demand that the legal profession

do something to condense, simplify, clarify and develop the law. I am not

one of those who bemoan the multiplicity of American decisions and

statutes. From the chaos there is evolving a new jurisprudence, with the

courts and legislatures of forty-eight states and of the federal government

experimenting on a vast scale. The time has come, however, to formulate

and consolidate the law. This will have to be done for the most part at the

law schools by jurists and law professors. It requires leisure to study;

time to think and write. This involves expense and that expense is pro-

vided for by this Lawyers Club, where all profits and dues are to be used

for that purpose and that purpose alone. The success of the plan, however,

will depend on the wisdom with which that fund is administered. If real

jurists are obtained and retained from the bench, the bar, and law profes-

sors, we shall be far on the road towards making the law clear, concise and

understandable. The Encyclopedia Brittanica in describing the character-

istics of a great university names six, the last being as follows:

"6. Publication is one of the duties of a professor. He owes

it not only to his reputation but also to his science, to his col-

leagues, to the public, to put together and set forth, for the in-

formation and criticism of the world, the results of his inquiries,

discoveries, reflections and investigations."

The whole plan now has a start in your Lawyers Club Building. That

provides a nucleus and a substantial income. By persistent and intelligent
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effort the work should move forward; first, to attract to the University

jurists and those capable of writing law; secondly, to insist on creative

work in condensing, simplifying and clarifying the law . . . . This is a

difficult but rich field. The road is wide and open to all. In constructive

legal work no one is in the lead. Judge Cooley of your law school showed

what can be done. The legal needs today are different from the legal needs

in his time, but the public demand that the legal profession justify its

existence is a trumpet call to every law student who is true to his pro-

fession.

Can your law school be made a great centre of legal education and of

jurisprudence for the good of the public? I believe it can and in that belief

shall press on.

(2) James P. Hall, "The Next Task of the Law School." 24

Michigan Law Review 42 (1925)

When, last December, I first saw these beautiful buildings, I could only

exclaim: "It is a dream-a wonderful dream come true!" There was

nothing original about this exclamation. You have all said or thought the

same thing every time you have approached this quadrangle. . . . And

now, when I am privileged to return and to share in the dedication to the

high service of man of this miracle of the builder's art, it still seems to me

a dream-realized materially for the moment in stone and steel and paneled

oak, but even more a symbol and a promise of a fuller realization yet to
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come in the lives of men. Happy he who dreams such dreams as did the

giver of these buildings; happy he who is spared to see his vision enshrined

in the enduring stone that today we dedicate; but happiest of all he who

knows, as Mr. Cook may do, that from his dream "the best is yet to come."

And it is to that dream yet unfulfilled, to that best that yet may come, that I

would devote the part allotted to me in these exercises.

There is a new spirit stirring among lawyers today. A change is taking

place in the conception of the proper function of a university law school.

Until very lately it was conceived almost wholly as a high-grade profes-

sional training school, employing, it was true, scholarly methods and

exacting standards of study and achievement, but only indirectly seeking

to improve the substance and administration of our law. The law, it was

assumed, was what the courts and legislatures made it, and the task of the

law school was to analyze, comprehend, and classify this product, and to

pass on to students a similar power of analysis, comprehension, and classi-

fication, as regards at least the principal topics of the law, so as to enable

them worthily and successfully to play their parts as judges and lawyers in

the lists of future litigation.

Nor was this for the time being an inadequate or unworthy end. An

immense amount of ground-breaking work had to be done to escape from

traditional conceptions of legal history, of legal doctrine, of methods of

legal reasoning, and of the function and end of law itself, which for years

fettered legal scholarship and held it in bondage to a seventeenth and
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eighteenth century philosophy of law, ill-fitted for an age of conscious

experiment and development. Until there had been trained up a considerable

body of practitioners familiar with the theories and processes of the newer

methods of legal education, and somewhat emancipated from the too rigid

legal formulae of the past, there was small opportunity to do much to

improve the content of the common law itself . . . . The law is ad-

ministered and largely made by lawyers and judges in the course of, and

as incidental to, litigation, in which the lawyers are necessarily partisan

and the judges usually elected by popular vote (to say nothing of direct

primaries). Without a well-trained bar the resulting product of law cannot

be creditable, and this is why no task of a law school can ever be more im-

portant than that of giving the best possible legal education to those who

will be the practitioners and judges of the next generation, and also why it

must precede all other tasks.

But the efforts of the past thirty years to improve legal education in

America have been measurably successful . . . . The battle for fair

educational standards for the legal profession is in the way of being won.

The task that remains is of a different sort.

In almost every branch of our law the last thirty years have witnessed

a rapidly increasing complexity and uncertainty, often accompanied by a

rigidity unresponsive to changing social needs. The causes have been

obvious. Fifty different domestic jurisdictions, complex and rapidly chang-
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ing social conditions, a great volume of litigation, an ill-trained bar, an

elective and often rather mediocre judiciary, and the Anglo-American

system of law-making by judicial precedent have resulted in a nation-wide

complexity and uncertainty about a host of legal doctrines, which occasion

constant expense, delay, and irritation in nearly every legal relationship.

Some legal complexities are natural because they correspond to the com-

plexities of life, and some uncertainties are inevitable where there exist

arguable differences of opinion about substantial matters of policy; but a

large part of all litigation is due to disputes that involve no important ques-

tions of policy but only a consideration of conflicting decisions and dicta,

or of conflicting analogies.

Few states have a jurisprudence of their own so comprehensive and so

well-settled that it is seldom necessary to venture outside the covers of

their own reports and statutes in order to find the law on any topic. In

most states the judges willingly and necessarily listen to citations from many

other jurisdictions upon legal questions where there are gaps in the serried

array of their own decisions which the accidents of litigation have never

chanced to fill. . .. It is inevitable, then, at least as regards the substan-

tive law and to a lesser extent as regards procedure, that the search for the

law of a single state should cover an ever-increasing territory and that

judicial borrowings by one state from the decisions of others should be

of undiminishing frequency. This, though sometimes deplored, has very

real advantages. The richer and fuller legal experience of the older states

is placed at the disposal of the newer ones, and briefs and decisions upon

novel questions anywhere in the country are at once made available to all for
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use in similar situations. A state with a wealth of judicial experience to

draw upon, whether its own or that of its neighbors, is much more likely

to be able adequately to consider all phases of a controverted question

than can a state without such assistance. Everyone knows how much more

helpful a few actual cases are, as a basis for discussion, than the same

amount of abstract argument. What we should deplore is not the bulk and

variety of our legal material-that in itself is not an evil and has some

notable advantages-but that today there often exists no adequate means for

its proper appraisal and utilization.

So it all too frequently happens that the advantages of richness and

variety of judicial material are quite neutralized by the lack of time and

specialized knowledge necessary properly to work over the quarry and to

separate the nuggets from the dross. If this valuable but unwieldy and

often conflicting mass of decisions could be explored and sifted and set

in order by a body of competent experts in each state, acting along common

lines but adapting their work in each state to its particular needs, there

would speedily result a marked improvement in the content and administra-

tion of our law. What individual lawyers and courts, in the exigencies of

partisan litigation, now do poorly and haphazardly, could be done expertly

and comprehensively by the faculties of our university law schools, if they

were organized with this as one of their major objects-and the benefit to

their communities would be very great.
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The next task of our better law schools, then, should be to provide for

skilled research in the principal topics of the law, the development of

capable experts in these fields, and the publication of the results of such

research so as to be readily available to the profession. In the larger state

university schools the work will be organized to serve two different but

co-operating purposes: I) It will make an intensive study of the law of

its own state for the benefit of the local bench and bar; and 2) it will make

a similar study of appropriate parts of the law of the whole country ....

An effective organization to do this will require a substantial increase in

the present size of law school faculties, a diminution in the hours of

teaching, and the deliberate making of productive legal scholarship a larger

end of law school effort than it is at present. It will involve the encourage-

ment of true graduate work in law-not merely in the sense of prescribing

extra courses but in the more vital sense of training legal scholars-and the

establishment of seminars in the more important legal topics or problems.

It will involve larger law libraries and a considerably increased expenditure

for law schools. It will involve wide-spread and harmonious co-operation

with the bench and bar, in order that the social rewards of such endeavors

may be realized to the fullest extent. And it will involve a certain period of

faith in the wisdom of the undertaking while awaiting the fruits that cannot

be immediately garnered.

Here at Ann Arbor such work may be now initiated and carried on under

an extraordinarily favorable set of conditions: You have an old and well-
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established law school, for many of its earlier years without a serious rival

in this part of the country; you have a large and loyal body of alumni

widely distributed throughout the nation; you are a part of one of our

greatest universities, supported by the resources of a rich, populous, and

progressive state; you are to have (and in part dedicate today) one of the

most beautiful and useful groups of buildings devoted to professional educa-

tion in the world; you have one of the great law libraries of America; you

have an able and enthusiastic faculty, most of whom have their best

years yet before them; in Dean Bates you have a leader, wise, energetic, and

persuasive, who is happily of an age when he, too, may hope to enter the

promised land, instead of merely gazing upon it from Mt. Pisgah; in the

Michigan Law Review, with its connections with the state bar association,

you have an adequate organ of publicity ready to your hand; and, from

private endowment as well as public taxation, you are likely to have the

resources necessary to undertake a fitting share in the great public task of

clarifying our law and adapting it better to the needs of our time.

And so, as we dedicate today the Lawyers Club, the initial realization of

that beautiful quadrangle of law whose remaining buildings will soon take

shape, we stand on the threshold of a fine and worthy adventure for the

betterment of our ancient profession. The temple reared by human hands

is before us. It remains for it to be possessed by the spirit of human

service for which these cloisters are a fitting habitation. Into it will be
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poured the labors of devoted teachers and scholars, the efforts of students,

the support of alumni, and the co-operation of the profession; and out of

it will come, in the fullness of time, an influence that will work mightily

for the improvement of our law and its administration in the state and in

the nation. Its mission will be conceived in no narrow spirit. It will teach

students. It will train scholars. It will hold up high ideals for the pro-

fession. It will inspire and help other schools to follow its example. And

above all it will labor to simplify and clarify the law, to fashion it to our

changing needs, and to keep it the flexible instrument of social progress

that is the difficult and crowning achievement of human institutions. To no

purposes less high and noble can this beautiful gift be dedicated. And, with

the generous and far-sighted giver, it is to the future that we chiefly look

... . And because the dream that these buildings shadow forth is one

that must appeal to youth-to the able, well-trained, hopeful youth that will

pass here some of their choicest years and will receive here the indelible

impress of this school-we may well feel that in their hands the ideals

of the giver are safe and will prevail.

X: 4. LAWYERS' CLUB: 1924, 1929

(I) Description

SOURCE: "The Lawyers' Club, a Gift to Posterity," 31 Michigan

Alumnus 99 at ioi (1924)

The present group [of buildings] consists of a club building with

rooms for eight guests, a dining hall having a total seating capacity of 300,
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a fully equipped kitchen building and a dormitory accommodating a total

of 163 students.

The dining hall, which is thirty-four feet wide, one hundred thirty-eight

feet, six inches long and forty-nine feet high, is in the collegiate Gothic

style. It is built of solid masonry construction of the most permanent

character. The exterior wall is laid up with seam-faced granite of varied

colors from the Weymouth quarries in Massachusetts and is trimmed with

Indiana limestone. The interior has an oak paneled wainscot ten feet, six

inches high and the wall above is limestone. The roof is supported by

nine structural oak trusses which are appropriately decorated with carvings

of eminent jurists. The floor is laid in a design of gray Missouri and

Tennessee marble. The large Gothic windows are filled with amber colored

cathedral glass, imported from England, which gives the room a very

pleasing soft sunlight effect.

The club building is designed in a more domestic style of the later transi-

tional period. The exterior walls are also built of seam-faced granite,

trimmed with limestone, forming part of one harmonious group. The roof

of the club is covered with a heavy slate, of varied sizes and colors, from the

quarries of Vermont.

One of the chief features of the club building is the large lounging room

on the first floor, which is thirty-four feet wide and eighty-four feet long.

This room has a plaster vaulted ceiling with an over-all design in flat relief.
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It has an oak paneled wainscot eleven feet, six inches high. The carved

mantel is carried out in a consistent style and further charm is given the

room by the circular bay window, with its metal casements and cathedral

glass. It is furnished with comfortable and appropriate furniture, in keep-

ing with the general character of the room.

Eight special rooms with connecting bath rooms are provided for in the

second story of the club for visiting club members. The rooms are finished

with rough plaster walls and ceilings and are attractively furnished. An oak

paneled writing room and library are also provided for in the second story.

The dormitories are laid out in a unit system, each unit having a separate

stair and a variety of rooms for thirteen students, with toilet and bath

room facilities located on the second floor consisting of two showers, two

water closets and one wash basin. The first floor of each unit has five large-

sized single rooms. The second floor has two suites, each consisting of a

study with two bed rooms. The study is of liberal dimensions, being fifteen

feet wide and sixteen feet long, with a stone fireplace on one side. On the

third floor there are four single rooms. The total capacity is 163 students.

All of the rooms in the dormitory have a rough plaster finish on the walls

and ceilings and a cement floor, which is covered with an appropriate rug.

A separate wash basin with hot and cold water is located in each room,

making it as convenient as possible for the student.

The walls of the stairs and stair halls are of an old gold Roman brick

and the floors of Welsh tile.

The roof of the dining hall as well as the towers in the dormitory are

covered with heavy lead. The flashing, gutters, and leaders are also of

TIE LAW SCHOOL AND MR. COOK X: 6

765

lead. The buildings are of a most permanent nature, all materials used in

connection with them being of the most substantial and durable character.

(2) Tapestries in the Lawyers' Club

SOURCE: "University Receives Gift of Tapestries and Prints," 35

Michigan Alumnus 358, 1929

A rare collection of tapestries and English prints from the home of

W. W. Cook, '80, '821, is the latest gift of Mr. Cook . . . . The collection

consists of three tapestries and twenty-eight prints, which are valued at

approximately $60,000.

The most valuable of the tapestries is an example of Gothic art and

depicts a huntsman with a falcon perched on his wrist as illustrated . . . .

The other two pieces . . . are of the Renaissance period. These latter

tapestries portray woodland scenes and the figures are wild animals. Despite

the fact that they were probably woven about the time of the great Crusades,

they have lost little, if any of their brilliancy of color . . . .

The collection of old English prints . . . are mostly sporting scenes.

They will be hung in the basement lounges of the Lawyers' Club.

X:5. FOUNDER'S DAY SPEAKERS: 1926-1957

1926-Marvin B. Rosenberry

1941-Henry P. Chandler

1927-Rousseau A. Burch

1942-Robert Ramspeck

1928-Silas Strawn

I29--Louis H. Fead

1948-Howard L. Barkdull

Generated for guest (University of Michigan) on 2015-06-16 15:38 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015012317346
Public Domain / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd

93o--Frank J. Loesch

1946-William H. Davis

1947-Kim Sigler

1931-Arthur C. Denison

1949-Senator Wayne Morse

1932-Henry M. Butzel

1950-Joseph C. Hutcheson, Jr.

1933-Samuel Seabury

1934-Rush C. Butler

1935-Gilbert H. Montague

1936-William D. Mitchell

1937-Burton K. Wheeler

1938-Orie L. Phillips

1939-Charles P. Megan

1951-John J. Parker

1952-Gordon Dean

1953-Charles E. Clark

1954-Felix Frankfurter

1955-Wilber M. Brucker

1956--Arthur Larson

1957-David F. Maxwell

I94o.-Alfred McCormack

X: 6. JOHN P. COOK BUILDING: 1930

SOURCE: "John P. Cook Dormitory Completed," 37 Michigan

Alumnus 5, 1930

An artist's dream of a magnificent English-Gothic Law Quadrangle as

envisioned in the mind of William W. Cook approaches more closely to

reality on the Michigan Campus with the completion of the John P. Cook

dormitory at the eastern edge of what will some day be a quadrangle monu-

ment to the study of law.

First evidence of Mr. Cook's vision stands majestically on South Uni-

versity as the original unit. The new dormitory, to be occupied for the
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first time this semester, is the second of the structures to take its place on

the Campus. Soon, a third addition to the Quadrangle will be ready for

Michigan Law students in the form of the Legal Research Library. The

Law School building itself will come soon.

All in all, this new section includes ninety-seven rooms, some single

and others arranged in suites. Every room has running water, well chosen

furnishings, and ample room for rest and study. There are twenty-seven

rooms with fireplaces and every room in the dormitory seems to exhale

that same atmosphere of dignified ease which has been so evident in the

first section of the Lawyers Club, completed several years ago . . . .

Every modern convenience which has become known to architects and

engineers since the construction of the first unit has been embodied in this

latest structure. A typical suite of rooms for two students includes two

bedrooms flanking a large center living room and study all furnished with

richly appointed chairs, tables, desks, dressers, drapes and curtains. Suffi-

cient closet space is found in three large closets, one in each room. Showers

of the latest type are found in the bathrooms in each section of the new

dormitory. Each room has an outside view and the typical suite has several

large windows in each room allowing the sunlight to flood the apartments

with light and cheer. In such surroundings as these the Michigan law

student now has the opportunity to live and study and to be justly inspired

by the things for which John Cook stood.
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X: 7. LEGAL RESEARCH BUILDING: 1931

SOURCE: "World's Finest Educational Building," 37 Michigan

Alumnus 465, 1931

As the finishing touches are applied, the nearly completed William W.

Cook Legal Research Library looms upward impressively from its position

at the southern border of the Law Quadrangle.

This firmly buttressed English-Gothic addition to the Cook legal center,

facing northward towards the original Lawyers Club unit, South University

Avenue and the Campus, impels all who pass to stop and admire. For,

from its foundation to the very pinnacles of its ninety-foot towers, the new

structure seems to effuse a power and a beauty of rare proportions.

Following the general architectural scheme of the entire quadrangle, this

third unit combines all of the artistry of Gothic design with all of the

conveniences of modern construction. As it rapidly approaches completion

this new edifice, dedicated to research and study of the law, fits appro-

priately into the magnificent legal "city" which lacks only erection of

Hutchins Hall, the classroom building, to become transformed from a

dream in the mind of William W. Cook, '8o, '821, to a physical reality.

Placed conspicuously on the four towers are seals of the forty-eight

states of the Union. On the face of the northwest tower is a large hand-

wrought electrical clock which can be seen from any part of the quadrangle
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and balancing this on the northeast tower is an equally large seal of the

University. High arched stained glass windows, upon which are em-

blazoned the shields and seals of 172 educational institutions located in all

parts of the world, lend a tone of dignified solidarity to the entire exterior.

Midway between the two north towers is the main entrance to the building,

through specially carved stone doorways above which are the inscriptions

"Learned and Cultured Lawyers Are Safeguards of the Republic" and

"Law Embodies the Wisdom of the Ages-Progress Comes Slowly."

Entering through either doorway, the visitor finds himself in a severely

chapel-like vaulted lobby of Gothic simplicity leading to the Main Reading

Room or to the ground floor cloak rooms and wash rooms. Stone carvings

in this lobby and in other parts of the building were done by the John Don-

nelley Company, the foremost concern of its kind in this country.

The Reading Room itself is one of the wonders of the building. Rare

wainscoting of an imported English Pollard oak borders the lower portions

of the fifty-foot walls, which are capped by a panelled roof decorated with

colorful medallions and supported with massive beams. The room is ef-

fectively lighted by twenty-two hand-fashioned candelabra-chandeliers of

a silver hue with a slightly evident gold trimming, and by lamps placed con-

veniently at the study tables. Indirectly lighted exhibition cases for displays

of rare and interesting publications and manuscripts are provided in the

room and in the alcoves.
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The peaceful grandeur of a church is created in this tremendous room

by the heavily beamed ceiling, the long stained glass windows through which

pours the sunlight, and the muffling of footsteps accomplished by the cork

flooring which has been laid here and throughout the building. Nothing has

been spared in the endeavor to make this and all other sections of the

structure as beautiful as possible. Even the specially wrought metal hand-

rails leading up into the Reading Room are in themselves works of art.

In the alcoves skirting this central room are bookcases and tables of

the same Pollard oak. Plaster beams on the alcove ceilings have been

covered with a specially painted canvas which matches to perfection the

wainscoting and cabinet work of genuine oak. All of the windows are

blended harmoniously with colorful college and university seals. . . . The

Reading Room is two hundred and two feet long and forty-five feet wide

and will have a seating capacity of four hundred and fifty.

For the convenience of those who may be disturbed by conversation

in the Reading Room, consultation rooms, containing eight chairs each,

have been situated in the towers. Students who want to work together

will have the use of four of these consultation chambers immediately,

with four more available when Hutchins Hall is completed.

The principal purpose of the building, legal research, is most adequately

cared for on the top floor where thirty-two research rooms, a duplicate

library and two special libraries are available for delving faculty members

and special investigators. The duplicate library, with a capacity of almost

13,000 volumes, will house any books desired for individual research

projects which are undertaken.
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One of the two special libraries will be the new home of Mr. Cook's

private library which, at present, is at his former residence in New York.

These books are of general cultural interest rather than of limited legal

application . . . . Books for the research workers may be carried from

any of the six levels of stacks by dumb-waiters.

At a convenient location near the center of the building are two spacious

"buzzer-operated" passenger elevators running from the basement to the

top floor. Twelve additional research rooms are scattered throughout the

building. For extreme privacy, faculty members will have the use of forty-

eight carrels built near the stacks. Study in these carrels will be far less

difficult than in other libraries because of the fact that even the floors

of the stacks are cork-covered, insuring absolute quiet.

The stacks themselves are of a recent and most useful design. In every

second section is a shelf which may be drawn out and used as a temporary

resting place for volumes which are being examined. Ventilators are built

into the ends of the stacks to eliminate any possible waste of space. A few

of the rows of stacks have been closed off by strong, metal screened door-

ways, entrance to which may be effected only with the master key which is

in the possession of the Librarian. These stacks will house unusually

valuable books and pamphlets which are frequently in use and which there-

fore should be made readily accessible, although well guarded against theft

at the same time.

Six levels of stacks have an absolute capacity of approximately 205,000
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:., ,s volumes. This, with the addition of the space available in special stacks in

the basement, in the Main Reading Room and on the research floor, brings

the total capacity of the library well up beyond 275,000, although permanent

possession of more than about 200,000 volumes would lead to crowding

and rearrangements on the shelves. When the complete Law School

Library is moved into its new home in June, about 90,000 volumes will be

placed in the stacks for immediate use while new writings in many lan-

guages, which are constantly being ordered under the supervision of Pro-

fessor Coffey, will supplement the present collection very soon.

Among the other physical features of the interior are unique, hand-

wrought railings along all of the stairways, bits of ornamental grillwork and

carefully selected furnishings in excellent taste which combine qualities

of beauty and practicability. Floors of the research section are of a terrazzo

which is poured between borders of an unusually beautiful Levanto marble

which has been imported from Italy. Wainscoting on the top floor and on

the stairways is of a Hautville marble which has been brought from France.

An American marble from Missouri, known as Napoleon grey, is used also

in several parts of the building. The library is fully equipped with tele-

phones.

According to the original plans the Legal Research Library was to be

the last unit of the Quadrangle to be constructed for some time but the

present unemployment situation has prompted the executors of Mr. Cook's

estate to undertake immediate construction of the classroom building at the
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corner of Monroe and State Streets which is the southwest corner of the

Quadrangle. With workmen already on the scene, the Hutchins Hall addi-

tion will be ready for the opening of the fall semester in 1932, thus round-

ing out the complete new legal unit on the Campus.

X :8. HUTCHINS HALL: 1933

SOURCE: Legal Education at Michigan (pamphlet, University of

Michigan Official Publication, Vol. 57, No. 40, Sept. 30,

1955), pp. 20-21

Classrooms and faculty offices are located in Hutchins Hall, a large four-

story building, the last of the Law Quadrangle units to be completed. It

was named in honor of Harry B. Hutchins, Dean of the Law School from

1895 to 1910 and President of the University from 1910 to 1920.

Hutchins Hall contains nine classrooms, with seating capacities ranging

from 50 to 250 students, and four seminar rooms used for meetings of

small groups. There is also a large reading room with adjoining stacks for

a small reference library. Classrooms are constructed for maximum com-

fort and convenience, with student tables and chairs arranged in amphi-

theater form on tiers rising toward the rear of the room. An unusually

attractive Practice Court room is also included.

Faculty and administrative offices of the Law School are on the third

and fourth floors of Hutchins Hall. The third floor also has a faculty

library with a capacity of 25,000 volumes. Headquarters of the Michigan
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Law Review are on the fourth floor.

A unique alumni room is a special feature of the first floor. It is fur-

nished with leather easy chairs, and contains numerous items of special

interest to former students re-visiting their Alma Mater. Class pictures,

beginning with the Class of 1873, are conveniently displayed.

Among the notable architectural features of Hutchins Hall are the many

inscriptions of a legal character-quotations, mottoes, and the like-some

carved in stone and others worked into the windows in stained glass and

lead. Colored glass cartoons depicting legal situations have been set in the

windows of the first floor corridors. On the outside of the building are

carved the seals of the State of Michigan and the University as well as

such well-known symbols of the law as the quill and scales of justice.

Among practical features of the building are the rubber tile floors and

acoustical plaster in classrooms.

