





noise, working so intangibly that no one
ever caught him at it.” And, Sawyer
continued, his “scope was unlimited. He
never lost patience with any client, no
matter how foolish his suggestions, and
when I once complained bitterly of a
Building Committee who would not allow
me to do the thing which seemed so
obviously the best to me, he said, ‘But
Sawyer, think of all the fool things that our
clients have prevented you from doing.” ”

Sawyer, in his own words, “was a
draftsman. I would have confined myself
to drawing, sketching, and painting, if I
could have afforded it. I had compromised
on architecture as the next best thing, and
my interest was in rounding out the
building on paper to the last detail. What
happened to the drawing afterward didn’t
much matter to me.”

The firm developed specializations in
college buildings, banks, and hospitals.
York and Sawyer designed about 50 banks,
including the Franklin Savings Bank at 8th
Avenue and 42nd Street, and the Bowery
Savings and Federal Reserve banks in New
York City. Among their hospitals was
Tripler Army Hospital in Honolulu. They
did a score of private residences, including
a 26-room apartment for Mrs. W.K.
Vanderbilt in 1927. They also did office
l)uildings in Montreal and Toronto, and the
U.S. Steel Sphere at the 1939 World’s Fair
in New York.

One measure of the extent and quality
of York and Sawyer’s work is their 67
entries, as of May 7, 2002, in the Avery
Index to Architectural Periodicals. A
measure of the historical influence of the
firm is that entries begin in 1905, and
extend to the March 2002 issue of
Architectural Digest, which details the
restoration of “one of the great, grand
apartments in Manhattan, a seldom-seen,
beautifu]ly preserved time capsule,” the
very maisonette originally built for Mrs.

Vanderbilt. An article in the June 2000
issue of Interiors describes the restoration
of the 1923 Bowery Savings Bank.

York was the lead architect on the
Michigan project until he died in
December 1928. Thus, he personally
created the style of the Lawyers Club
buildings and worked extensively on the
concepts for the Legal Research Building.

Cook announced, in early 1929, his
intent to give that building to the Law
School. York’s role in the design and detail
of the buildings was critical to a dialectical
process in making the Law Quadrangle.
For example, he educated Cook about the
comparative qualitics of various stones and
the rationale for using Gothic-style
architecture.

After York’s death,
Sawyer became equally
influential, and Cook
accepted his suggestions
about the higher
foundation and towers
for the Legal Research
Building. The two men
seem to have developed
a close relationship;
Sawyer was one of three
witnesses to sign the
final version of Cook’s
will on August 8, 1929.

Cook’s death in June
1930 touched off a two-
year contest over his
will, and the University
did not receive proceeds
from the estate until the
fall of 1932. Hutchins
Hall was completed in 1934 and is less
detailed and ornate than any of the earlier
buildings, probably because of the
Depression, the somewhat smaller estate
after the will contest, the drop in the
value of stocks, and Cook’s absence from

the last stages of planning,

A new piazzalentryway, above in cross
section and below as part of a three-
dimensional model, is to give the Lau
School its first "front door,” an entry from
Monroe Street, as well as provide a

breathtaking view of the Reading Room

from that entryway. It also will provide

below-ground connection with the Law
Library and the new building at the
southeastern corner of the Law
Quadrangle. The current “backpack” of
aluminum and the library stacks will be
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