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Judicial Clerkships Grow Popular; 
Students Interested in Public Service 

Sixteen 1968 University of Michi- 
gan law graduates-an increase ol 
seven over 1967-are currently 11olcl- 
ing judicial clerkships across the na- 
tion, from che U.  S. Supreme Court in 
'il\Iashington, D.C., to the Superior 
Court of- King County in MTashington 
state. 

Professor Thoinas E. Kauper, who 
devotes much time and effort assisting 
students in garnering clerkships and 
14rho himself is a ioriner law clerk to 
Justice Potter Steavart, suggested soille 
possible ex13lanations for the increase. 
One of them is the generally growing 
interest of law students in public serv- 
ice, ~vhich judicial clerkships offer an 
escellent opportunity to satisfy. An- 
other reason is that tlle Law School 
has been intensifying its efforts to gen- 
erate interest in clerkships and to pro- 
vide infoi-mation about them. 

In light of these considerations, the 
Law School has found it more practi- 
cal to give information than to offer 
specific guidance to those interested 
i i ~  clerkships. Although there was a 
prograin of counseling individual stu- 
dents by the faculty ancl the Place- 
ment Office in the past, the emphasis 
now is to place as inuch infoi-mation 
as possible before the student and let 
him follo~v his own ambition and self- 
appraisal in seeking a clerkship at any 
level. 

This information is inade available 
in a variety of ways. Faculty mem- 
bers who have been clerks discuss 
their esperiences at different levels in 
a meeting open to all iiltei-ested stu- 
dents. Those who attend are encour- 
aged to investigate che Placement 
Ofice's substantial file of information: 
letters describing current opportun- 
ities and possibilities; prospects for 
draft deferment for clerking (t\rhich 
de~enc l  on the local board); lists of 
recent graduates' clerkship positions; 
letters from current clerks describing 
their situation; ancl general informa- 
tion on duties, salaries, and terins of 
ein~loyinen t. 

If it develops that a substantial 
number of students express an interest 
in clerking for a particular juclge or 
court, these students are encouraged 
to cliscuss their interests and back- 
grounds canclitlly with their laculty 

advisers, or Prolessor Thomas Kauper, 
so the students call learn more about 
the special needs and requirements 
tvhicll may be involved. 

T h e  aim of these consultations is to 
alert the students to the realities of 
competing for highly-sought positions 
where judges may have frankly or im- 
pliedly indicated a preference for a 
clerk from a certain alma mater, re- 
gion of the country, or other factor. 
No effort is made to dissuade a student 
from applying wherever he wants. Nor 
is a student picked and pointed to- 
wards a particular court or judge, ex- 
cept in the rare case airhere a judge so 
requests. 

One problem senior students this 
year are experiencing is an awkward 
squeeze in considering whether and 
where and when to apply for these 
coveted positions. 

O n  one side there is a trend for some 
judges to advance tlleir dates of selec- 
tion, in some cases to as early as the 
summer prior to the senior year. This 
trend probably results from a desire 
by these judges to have ihe often time- 
consuming process of selection dis- 
posecl of before the burdens of the 
new session clescencl. Competition 
aillong judges for tlle best candidates 
also accounts for moving u p  tlle clate. 

O n  the other sicle, increasing pres- 
sure from the draft causes many stu- 
dents to hesitate, for several reasons. 
Understandably, a student does not 
~ v a n t  to act in the face of complete 
uncertainty, particularly if he is avait- 
ing to see what alternatives to the 
draft may be open to him. 

Also, a student may be reluctant to 
apply as early as is becoming necessary 
because a subsequent ~ \ i i c l ~ c l r a ~ ~ ~ a l  of 
his application for sufficient personal 
reasons, at a time .ivhen the judge may 
tvell have expended considerable time 
in narrowing his field of selection, 
woulcl have the effect of irritating the 
judge, jeopardizing the student's repu- 
tation, ancl coinpromising Michigan's 
standing in the eyes of the judicial 
profession. 'iVit11 nest year's class this 
dralt-related problem will become 
acute. 

Actually, Icauper cornn~entecl, al- 
most any University oC I~lichigan Law 
School graduate could get a clerkship 

or some kind. Several clerkships re- 
main unfilled everv veal-. often in r~ar t  

i ,  ' 1 

because students mistakenly assume 
they could not qualify and do not 

~ P P ~ Y .  
T h e  criteria for selection depend 

very much on the nature oi  the court 
and the preferences of the indivi t l~~al  
judges. For federal tlistrict or state ap- 
pellate courts, a student interested in 
trial practice or other less scholarly 
matters may be more suitable than a 
law review editor. An ability to deal 
with lawyers is frequently a concern 
at this level. Often particular neecls 
simply cannot be predicted. 

Kauper sees the nature of the ex- 
perience of a clerkship as more iin- 
portant than the obvious opportunity 
for learning substantive law and gain- 
ing writing practice. MTorking with a 
judge gives a perspective on tlle legal 
system which a lawyer cannot readily 
obtain in practice. I t  gives an appre- 
ciation of the importance of proce- 
dure and an insight into how cleci- 
sioils are reached and haul they may 
be influenced by effective inarshalling 
of precedent. 

Often the day to clay intercllai~ge 
with an atIrare ancl experienced judge 
is the most valuable re~z~ai-d of an en- 
tire clerkship, Kauper remarked. 

A list of 1968 graduates holding 
clerkships follo~vs: 

Bruce P. Bickner 
Clerk for The Honorable John Reynolds 
U. S. District Court 
Eastern District 
hIilwaukee, Wisco~lsili 

Lowell A.  Blunlberg 
fi4ichigan Court of :\ppeals 
First Federal Building 
Detroit, hIic1ligan 

Howard P. Danzig 
Clerk for Tlle Honorable 

Jarnes R. Giuliano 
Chief Judge 
Superior Court of Esses County 
Newark, New Jersey 

TYilliamson P. Do~lald 
Clerk for The Honorable 

Norman 0. Tietjens 
United States Tau Court 
12th Sireet & Constilution ,-\venue, N. Mi. 
Mrashington, D. C. 

Glenn F. Doyle 
Clerk fol The I-Ionorable 

Tilnotliy C. Quinn 
hlicll~yan Couli of Appeals 
Lansing, hlichigan 
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Richarcl J .  Egger, Jr. 
Clerk for The  Honor;tl~lc 

Harolcl R. Tyler 
United States District <:our[ 
United States Courthouse 
Folev Square 
Sew York, New York 

Kenneth H. Finney 
Clerk for T h e  Honornblc 

12'ade H .  RIcCree. Jr. 
United States District Court 
Sixth Circuit 
Detroit, hIicliigan 

Henry S. Gornbein 
Clerk for The  Honornl~le 

Joseph -4. Sullivan 
Presiding Judge 
T\'ayne Countv Circuit Court 
Detroit, Jlichigan 

Joseph J. Kalo 
Clerk for The  Honorable 

Sterry R. \\laterman 
U. S. Court of Appeals 
Second Circuit 
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 

147. John Lischer 
Clerk for The  Honorable 

Lorna E. Lockwood 
Arizona Supreme Court 
Phoenix. Arizona 

John Francis AlcCabe I1 
Clerk for The  Honorable 

Clifford O'Sullivan 
United States Court of Appeals 
Sixth Circuit 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Ste\*en D. Pepe 
Clerk for The  Honorable 

Harold Leventhal 
United States Court of 'Appeals 
District of Columbia Circuit 
Mrashington, D. C. 

TVard J. Rathbone 
Clerk for The  Honorable 

Theodore S. Turner 
Superior Court of King County 
Seattle, l,trashington 

Robert 127. Stocker I1 
Clerk for The  Honorable 

127. 1Vallace Kent 
United States District Court 
T2'estern District of Ilichigan 
Federal Building 
Grand Rapids, JIichigan 

Ii\'illiam R. IVeber 
Clerk for The  Honorable 

John nf .  Gillis 
Xlichigan Court of Appeals 
First Federal Building 
Detroit, Alichigan 

Dean Wants Moratorium 

O n  'Expressions of Esteem' 

"It is a remarkable fact that in 10111- 
years' time, five American larv  school^ 
turnecl to the faculty of T h e  Uni\qel.- 
sity of RIiclligan tor their new cleans," 
Dean Francis A. Allen obseri-ecl in his 
1967-68 Report to the Uni\.el-sity 
President. "It shoulcl, no doubt, be a 
matter of pricle that the JIichigan 
faculty has proved such a popular 
source of leadership in American legal 
education. No other school has, to 

Robert 31. Weinberg 
Clerk for The  Honoral~le 

William J .  Brennan 
United States Supreme Court 
TYashington. D. C. 

my knorvletlge, made a remotely conl- 
parable contribution 01 tllis sort clr~r- 
ing the same period. Frankly, IIOIV- 
e l  er, I hope lor a mor:itorium on  
such expressions of e\teem, ant1 101- a 
more equitable d i s t~ . ib~t ion  01 these 
tributes among the lacultie6 ot other 
leacling law scllools." 

T h e  five ~ ' 1 1 0  accepted tlean%hip 
are: Charles I\'. Joiner at llrayne 
State Uni\,ersity Larv School: Spencer 
L. Kimball at University of l\'iccon$in 
Law School; Roy L. Steinheimel-, Jr., 
at  IVashington and Lee Un i~en i t y  
Law School; IVilliam 13. Har\,ey at 
Indiana Unil~ersity Law School; ant1 
John IY. Reed at University of Colo. 
rado Law School. Reed, however, has 
returned to Ann Arbor this year as 2 

member of the larv faculty and Direc- 
tor oE the Institute for Continuing 
Legal Education. 

The Committee of Visitors held its 
annual meeting at the Law School 
November 7-9. Among other ac- 
tivities, the Committee members 
held informal discussions with 
representatives of four leading 
student organizations. The Legal 
Aid Society was the topic of dis- 
cussion in these photographs. In 
the photo above are (from left) 
Howard N. Nemerovski; Michael 
Staebler, student; William J. Con- 
tin. In the photo at right, from 
top to bottom, are William F. Ken- 
ny; Mary Marsh, student; Arthur 
A. Greene, Jr.; Gerald D. Rapp; 
and John W. Davis, student. 
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