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There are now no flyleaves to protect the first and last
printed ppages from the covers. It is probable that there
were originally flyleaves but they have been removed in
modern times. Discarded sheets of vellum or paper con-
taining print or manuscript were commonly utilized for
this purpose in early bindings and, though they were
considered waste paper when the binding was made,
they frequently have a special value today as specimens
of early printing or for the texts which are preserved on
them. Such flyleaves have frequently been removed by
the booksellers through whose hands the early volumes
have passed.

The white lining papers on the inside of both covers
are certainly original. That on the reverse of the front
cover bears a mark of previous ownership of the volume,
the namie "Lambach’ written in ink in tall Gothic letters,
probably contemporary with the binding itself. Beside it,
in quite a different hand and ink, are jottings
explanatory of the symbols commonly used in the text of
the Decretum, and below is a rough drawing of three
flowers arising from a base of two steps on which appear
the letters: N S H. The significance of the drawing has
not been determined, The only other markings are recent
notations in pencil, in a German hand, recording
bibliographical references of interest to booksellers.

The name “Lambach” tells us that the volume once
formed part of the library of the Benedictine abbey of

that name in Upper Austria, on whose shelves it ap-
parently rested from the fifteenth to the present century.
Lambach Abbey, founded in the eleventh century,
exerted considerable cultural influence in medieval
times. It was the home of a notable school of manuscript
illumination and its library, already rich in manuscripts,
rapidly added fine specimens of printed books from the
fifteenth century onwards. For a considerable period the
abbey also operated its own printing press.

Lambach was fortunate in escaping the secularization
which ended the cultural as well as the religious func-
tions of most of the monasteries of central Europe. The
abbey has survived and is active today, but as an institu-
tion, still under the supervision of the Benedictine
Order, charged with furthering Austrian education. The
library thrives and its present book collection is reported
as about 50,000 volumes, of which 159 are incunabula, 873
manuscripts. These figures reflect the change in
emphasis from historicaf and ecclesiastical scholarship
to more utilitarian subjects. For, early in the present cen-
tury, Lambach library was said to possess, among its 35,-
000 volumes, 340 incunabula and 7,000 manuscripts, and
the incunabula were prized as a particularly rich collec-
tion. But financial distress forced the abbey to sell many
of its treasures in the period following World War I with
the result that about Ealf its incunabula and by far the
greatest portion of its manuscripts were dispersed. Lam-
bach's loss has meant a gain for many other libraries of
the world, offering them the opportunity of acquiring for
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themselves rarities which had enriched the Austrian
abbey for centuries. One of those rarities is the Michigan
Law Library's 1472 Gratian. The Library acquired the
volume in 1953 from the New York bookseller, Israel
Perlstein, who reports that he had it from an unspecified
book dealer in Prague. Of its journey from Lambach to
Prague we know nothing. We do know that at least one
other such volume has found its way from the shelves at
Lambach to the United States, for Harvard Law Library
possesses the Lambach copy of a later incunable edition
of Gratian's Decretum, that printed at Basel in 1482.
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