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but tke end of legally snforceabb inequality has been am 
ersemtial first step 

The 'Waanen and the h w "  courss also examines family 
-law imwr involving the adult female family member. The 
rrmanh wf the l ~ w  of claverturs and other legal disincen- 
tives towed marriage are discussed within the context of 
pa&s for law reform. The traditional treatment of 
mnrrirge e le ally defined atatus which 1 itirnizes sex- ! @? ual m1aFl0n~ an  institutionalizes the care o the young is 
axnprred with propoeab for individually determined, con- 
prrctaelly dtsfind ertegrshipr, A major segment of time is 
devoted to thr new ! y developing ri ht of privac and its im- !, pact mi rsploductive freedom. Alt ough hailedlas a major 
advance tor wornen, the recent Roe and Doe abortion cases 
quite pointedly did not hold that a woman has a right to 
decide what ha pens to her own body. The state's interest 
in "protecting" ger health may be asserted after the first tri- 
mester afid the state's intereet in the otential for life of the 
fetus would ju~tify a complete prohitition of abortion after 
viability. However, several major ueetions are not yet 9, clearly resolved: the rights of the fa er after the first tri- 
mester, the permissible scope of state regulation of clinics 
for firat trimeater abortions, the reliponsibilities of medical 
personnel if aborted fetuses survive, the validity of 
"conscience clauses" for ublic or private hospitals, and, 

veri importantly, the vaedity of financial sanctions for 
ma ing or not making the abortion choice. 

~ r o ~ i s n l s  for refor& of the divorce law and rules relating 
to property distribution and support after divorce present 
significant public olicy issues of great urgency. Whether or 
not the law coul c r  provide greater fairness to the parties, 
whether it should be reformed to abandon repressive com- 
mon law disincentives to marriage, whether ,the legal 
definition of the institution of marriage should be moder- 
nized are questions with under1 ing religious, moral, and 
social connotations of peat  corn fexity. If the law moves in 
,the direction of reater flexibi ity and self-determination f f 
for married coup es, should it nonetheless try to "protect" 
the less dominant partner, and, if so, in what cir- 
cum~tances? 

The focus on law reform carries over into the criminal 
law area a5 well. A small team of Michigan law students last 
yeas researched the rape laws, participated in evaluating 
proposals for change, prepared drafts of proposed 
revisions, and (out of ersonal interest but not for credit) 
helped in the public e c r  ucational campaign and lobbying ef- 
fort which resulted in Michigan's new Criminal Sexual 
Conduct Act. Current proposals relating to prostitution are 
also examined. 

Other than prostitution, surprisingly little is known about 
the nature of women's crime. Not only do women account 
fm only a small percentage of the total crime rate, but the 
type of crime they commit is significantly different from 
male crime. Yet very few studies have been made, very lit- 
th data collected, to help us understand the forces which 
impel women toward criminality or the impact upon 
wom*en criminals of our male-oriented system of criminal 
justice. It is now clear that a significant increase in crime by 
women is occurring. Some asBert that this is the logical con- 
se uence of the so-called Women's Liberation Movement. 
0 8 e r s  say that it follows fmm the unequal and suppressive 
impact of povert an women. Still others view it as the in- r evitable result o the drug problem among women. Many 
urge that the increase in women's crime should not be met 
with an increase in women's prison-building, But these 
arguments are based largely on what we know of the impact 
of prisun on male criminals. On the other hand, many law 
enforcement officials still ur e, and sums wurts still con- 
rider, the view that femafe offenders shanld be in- 
carcerated longer than males committing the same crime. 
This, for the rearon that it is women's nature to passively 
conform to mieta1 norms (whereas it is man's nature to 
aggressively rebel), hence rebellious women ape Ear mare 

daviant than rebellious mien and take longer to rehabilita?a:19, 
On aqua1 protection challenge courts have allowed states tq ,) 
attempt to prove these assumpfioru. Except in the area of -, . 
prostitution, the effort thus far hag not been sumssful  and- 
disparate sentencing and penalties have been held un- 
constitutional. 

It is sad ts realize how uninterested and unsympafhetic . 
the legd profession ha6 been to the unique legal problems 
of women over the yeare. Except at the behest of a father or . 
husband, women's ri hts were rarely vindicated in the 
courtroom, and only a ! ter years of determined effort by out- 
cast feminists have legislative bodies offered token shreds a 

- 

of e uality. Major injustices and inequities have gone un- : 

chal%nged, indeed unnoticed, for centuries. Intense and 
resourceful study and research has been devoted to every 
area of the law, but rarely have the uni ue problems of R women in those areas been considered. T e "Women and 
the Law" course seeks first to uncover these inequities and 
examine the intricacies of their supporting rationale, and 
second to lay a foundation for research and reform through 
constitutional and legislative analysis. 

The value and importance of this type of course in the law- 
school curriculum recently was noted by Professor Harry H. 
Wellington on the occasion of his selection as dean of the 
Yale University Law School. "What we have to teach and 
work on as well [as legal ethics] is the concept of morality in 
the law itself. Our students tend to go on decades after get- 
ting their degrees, to making laws and judging laws, and so 
many legal decisions are moral decisions-look at abor- 
tion, capital punishment, equal rights." At Michi an, the) : 
"Women and the Law" course seeks to pre are stu a ents for 
legislating and judging by exporing tRe fictions and - , 

stereotypes of the past and b systematically articulating ' ' 

the goals and consequences o r  change. 


