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IN DETAIL
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PIPS Faculty Fellows
share expertise

"What I'm here for, with your help,
is to think about the architecture
of an argument ... "
-Mark Rosenbaum
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SARAH KILLGORE WERTMAN
Michigan's first woman lawyer
"Woman's place in the practice of the law, as elsewhere,
is not so much to bring it wisdom and justice, as the
purifying graces-lift.ing the profession to higher and
nobler purposes than the selfish aggrandizement that now
characterizes so much litigation. "

JOHN REED
They're playing a tango

12

"We are like the woman on the dance floor

who knows only the old steps.
'Waltz a little faster,' says her partner,
'they're playing a tango.'"

Mark Rosenbaum conducts his moot court argument
before a standing room only crowd.

Public Interest/Public Service Faculty Fellows
share expertise, in and out of class

"If

I had known this many of you would
come," Mark Rosenbaum said with
a smile, "I wouldn't have agreed to do
this."
Fortunately, Rosenbaum, a veteran
member of the Law School's adjunct
faculty, this time could turn his back
to the standing room only crowd as he
worked. He was there in the 172-seat
Hutchins Hall lecture room to practice
for his upcoming court case (Jones v. City

ef Los Angeles) before the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals on behalf of homeless
people barred from sleeping (or lying,
or sitting) on the streets of Los Angeles'
Skid Row.
Rosenbaum, director of the American
Civil Liberties Union in Los Angeles,
knew that he faced an uphill fight- even
in front of teaching colleagues Rick
Hills and Richard D. Friedman, who
were playing the role of appeals court
judges for this moot court session. As
Rosenbaum faced the podium that was
substituting for the courtroom bench,
behind him sat and stood nearly 200 law
students who had come to watch this
popular Public Interest/Public Service
Faculty Fellow hone his argument for
this next of his many courtroom appearances on behalf of non-paying clients.
Nor did Rosenbaum, who truth be
told was pleased by the standing room
only turnout, forget those students who
had crowded into the room to watch,

listen, and learn. "What I'm here for,
with your help, is to think about the
architecture of an argument," he told
the students. He must condense his
argument into 10 minutes, which is all
the court has given him, he explained.
Rosenbaum 's presentation reflected
the goal of the Law School's new
Public Interest / Public Service Faculty
Fellows program to bring home to law
students the excitement, satisfaction,
and challenges of public interest/public
service work through teaching and
demonstrations by highly experienced
public interest lawyers. And the packed
classroom was a testament to the
popularity of the new program, which
designates a small number of adjunct
professors with extensive public service
experience as Public Interest/ Public
Service Faculty Fellows (PIPS).
Six teachers have the designation this year, ranging from a veteran
White House staffer to a career envi ronmentalist. The Faculty Fellows
teach courses that explore and illuminate the many areas of public service
available to lawyers, counsel and advise
students, present special programs like
Rosenbaum's moot court argument,
and generally lend their experience and
expertise to helping students appreciate the variety of public service that is
available and helping them find a public
service position if they wish.

The new PIPS program is the brainchild of Associate Dean for Academic
Affairs Steven P. Croley, who said he
wanted to expand and better demonstrate the Law School's commitment to
teaching students about public service
and public interest careers. "We've put
together a fantastic group of public
service faculty," he explained at the
introduction of the program last fall.

Rosenbaum's teaching colleagues, Rick Hills
and Richard D. Friedman acting as judges.

"And we're drawing on them for student
mentoring, networking, and programming such as brown bag lunches, panel
discussions, and other services."
Rosenbaum, who says he is privileged
to serve his clients, teaches courses like
Public Interest Litigation, Fourteenth
Amendment, and Public Interest Legal
Theory: Education. In addition to
Rosenbaum, the other Public Interest /
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Public Interest/Public Service Faculty Fellows

Public Service Faculty Fellows are :

Bo Cooper, who served as general

Saul A. Green, '72, senior counsel and

Sally Katzen, '67, who served in the

counsel of the then-U.S. Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS) from
1999-2003, supervising more than 700
attorneys across the country and advising
the INS commissioner, the U.S. Attorney
General, executive branch agencies, and
the White House on immigration law. He
currently is of counsel to Paul, Hastings,
Janoksky & Walker in Washington, D.C.
"Joining the INS was the best decision I
ever made," he told those gathered for
the public opening of the PIPS program
last fall. "There is no more direct way

director of Miller Canfield Paddock and
Stone's Minority Business Group and a
former U.S. Attorney for the Eastern
District of Michigan . Green's work in
the public interest is widely known; he
worked on the case leading to Michigan's
first release of a prisoner sentenced to
life because of new evidence through
DNA testing and represented a member
of the family of Larry Griffin, who was
shown through research led by Ralph W.
Aigler Professor of Law Samuel R. Gross
to be wrongly convicted of murder and
executed.

Carter White House and then for
nearly eight years in the Clinton White
House, from administrator of the
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs in the Office of Management
and Budget (0MB), to deputy assistant
to the president for economic policy,
and finally as deputy director for
Management in 0MB. "It really does
matter that our government function
well," she elaborated on Cooper's expla-

to help improve the performance of
the government than to be a part of it,"
according to Cooper. "As for the pro
bono work, the stakes are immense for
persons in the immigration system, espe cially where safety is at stake."

nation that being part of government
if the best way to make it work better.
"It matters that people get their Social
Security checks on time. It matters
that veterans, who have given their all,
get what they have been promised. You
can make a difference." Katzen teaches
courses like Regulatory Process, Tech
Policy in the Information Age, and How
Washington Really Works.

Judith E. Levy, '96 , an assistant U.S.

Mark Van Putten, '82 , former president/

attorney in the Eastern District of
Michigan, who specializes in civil
rights issues. In 2004 Levy won a
Department of Justice Director's
Award for her work on civil rights
investigations. Recounting one case
she led, Levy described how she
investigated alleged violations of the
1997 Civil Rights of Institutionalized
Persons Act at the W J. Maxey School
north of Ann Arbor, a correctional
facility for adolescents. "We were able
to do a systemic review of a facility
no one else had been able to get to
change," she related. "There were
serious violations of these children's
civil rights." Levy teaches Fair
Housing Law and Policy.

CEO of the National Wildlife Federation,
for a quarter century has been a leader
in environmental policy making and
nonprofit organizations at the international, national, regional, and local
levels. He is the founder and current
president of ConservationStrategy
LLC, an environmental strategy and
organizational development consulting
firm based in the Washington, D. C.,
area. Van Putten explained that he is
concerned about how environmental
issues have become "wedge issues" that
often polarize people and enhance the
power of those who oppose environmentalists' goals. He hopes to find ways
to build cooperation among traditional
ecological opponents like environmentalists and business organizations. He
is teaching How to Save the Planet, a
course designed to "focus on the challenges posed by current and emerging
environmental problems to existing
U.S. environmental laws and policies,
environmental groups, and business
practices."

"The new Public Interest/ Public Service
Faculty Fellows Program offers new and
expanded opportuniti~s to our students
who wish to pursue or sample work for the
public good," said Dean Evan H. Caminker.
"It also reflects the continuing vitality of
this School's longstanding commitment to
such work."
Student reaction to the new program
has been enthusiastic. "With the creation of
the PIPS program, the Law School is taking
concrete steps to help students discover the
opportunities and rewards of lawyering in
the public interest," notes Jeremy Hekhuis,
co-chair of the Law School's Organization
of Public Interest Students. "By learning
from legal practitioners who arc at the
pinnacle of their field, students can gain a
sense of how to create a legal career that is
in keeping with their values, interests, and
goals."
"The overwhelming majority of
incoming students express an interest
to work for the public good," Hekhuis
continued. "This program will enable
students to learn from those who acted
on similar commitments throughout their
careers.
"We are excited by the program. The
combination of courses and mentoring
opportunities will help us as we seek to
examine career opportunities. The courses
being taught by PIPS faculty this semester
are outstanding and add valuable breadth
and diversity to the curriculum."
"There's a special, renewable energy
with this program," adds Assistant Dean for
Public Service Mary Ann Sarosi, '87, who
oversees the PIPS program. "The Fellows'
experiences in their law practice and other
work are always changing, so the case
examples and anecdotes they bring into
their discussions with students are fresh
and current- they are happening now.
Students enjoy the opportunity to interact
with lawyers on issues that are relevant
today."
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