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LA\V SCHOOL OPENS
FUND-RAISING
CAMPAIGN MAY

A

14

few weeks from now, on May 14, the
University of Michigan Law School will

embark on a major fund-raising campaign.
For the past several years, special task forces,
volunteer groups, and advisers have joined
the leadership of the Law School in taking a
critical look at what the future holds for legal
education and what resources are essential
for Michigan to affirm its leadership position
among the very best law schools.
The Law School's previous multi-year fund-

Olin Lecture focuses on creativity

W

hy not/ asked Ian Ayres.Why not "grandfather" existing postage stamps
instead of issuing new ones when 1·ates rise/ Why not have a fixed 1·ate
mortgage that automatically re-finances when rates fall/ Why not have babysitting
at movie theaters, or Starbucks in public libraries 1
Ayres, the William K. Townsend Prnfessor of Law at Yale Law School, delivered
the annual John M. Olin Lecture in Law and Economics at the Law School last fall.
He called his talk "Why Not? How to Use Everyday Ingenuity to Solve Problems
Big and Small." The lecture was part of the Law and Economics Wo1·kshop series of
talks sponsored by the Law School's John M. Olin Center for Law and Economics.
Creative thinking, sometimes called "brainstorming," has been used in many fields,
and can be useful in the legal field.Ayres said. "Is it possible to teach legal creativity?" he asked. "I want to suggest, guardedly, that the answer is yes."
U1·ging listeners to think in new, unrestrained, "out
of the box" ways.Ayres noted that such thinking has
led to the development of new pollution discharge
regulation tools like pollution credits and to the
use of"virtual strikes" to solve labor issues. "Virtual
strikes," in which employees continue to work but
earnings and profits are diverted, have been used at
least twice in the United States and three times in
Italy, he reported.
Sometimes, you've got a problem in search of a
solution, he said.At other times, it may be a solution
in search of a problem to solve. Sometimes, he suggested, "flipping things arnund let's you see things
you haven't seen before."
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raising effort, the "Campaign for Michigan,"
ended in 1997 after building support for
students, programs, and faculty totaling more
than $91 million. The campaign launching in
May will complement that effort and focus on
one of the Law School's greatest assets: The
Law Quadrangle.
The Law School campaign is part of the
overall University campaign, titled "The
Michigan Difference," which will benefit all
facets of the University, including students
and faculty as well as the facilities used in the
pursuit of new knowledge. With the historic
Law Quadrangle recognized as the architectural jewel of the University campus, the
Law School's building project is expected to
be a prominent part of the entire University
campaign.
Volunteers and supporters from the Law
School and the University will come to
campus for a kick-off celebration on May 14.
The Law School is busy planning for its role in
the day's events .

Robert £. R11/Ji11

Former Treasury Secretary Rubin:

Economic squeeze reduces options

T

rade imbalances, tax reductions, and
a lack of fiscal restraint are creating
debits that the U.S. economy eventually
must make good, the former Secretary
of the Treasury and current director /
chairman of the executive committee of
Citigroup told an overflow audience at
the Law Schodl earlier this academic year.
These issues are "absolutely critical
to the future of our economy," Robert
E. Rubin explained in the Dean's Special
Lecture in November. Speaking in a
packed Honigman Auditorium, Rubin
mixed humor - his well-timed, selfdeprecating references to his new book,

In an Uncertain World: Tou9h Choices from
Wall Street to Washin9ton (Random House,

2003), always drew laughter - with
economic savvy in his talk, called
"Globalization, Trade, and Our Fiscal
Morass: The Challenges Ahead."
The surpluses that had been built up
during the economic expansion of the
1990s made it possible for the United

States to respond to the terrorist attacks
of September 11 , 2001 , without tax
increases, Rubin said. But the $9 trillion
surplus of the '90s now is predicted to
become a $5.5 trillion deficit over the
next few years.
"These enormous debts greatly affect
our ability to respond to financial emergencies .. . . Fixing this morass, now that
the fiscal hole is so deep, is going to take
a long time," he predicted .
"The economic potential of our
country is enormous, but realizing that
potential is going to be heavily dependent
on the policy choices we make (and] upon
recognizing the complexity and importance of what we face ."
Assistant Professor Michael Barr, who
worked with Rubin at Treasury during
the Clinton administration, introduced
the former secretary, describing him as
"the principle architect of the Clinton
economic plan ." Barr noted that among
his accomplishments Rubin designed
the financial aid plan that bailed out
Mexico when its economy appeared
to be spiraling into chaos. Rubin's plan
reversed Mexico's decline and has
brought the U.S. a "net gain of $580
million," Barr said .
Barr also noted Rubin's concern for
society's less fortunate members, and
said that because of Rubin's philosophy it
was not a surprise that the first position
he accepted when he left Treasury was
to head the Local Initiatives Support
Corporation, whose 38 offices across
the United States make it the nation's
leading community development support
organization.

Rubin touched many bases in his talk,
among them :
• The expansion of the 1990s was
"remarkable" but also led to "imbalances" like high consumer debt and
excess production capacity, and these
in turn have led to an "inevitable
period of difficulties ."
• Really complex (economic policy]
decisions are based on probabilities
and tradeoffs. "The number one

•

•

•

•

priority is to have this mindset . Only
with this mindset can we come to
grips with the complexity of the
economic environment, and, I think,
the geopolitical environment."
The "big question" is once recent
stimuli like tax cuts have worked
through the system ("which forecasters
say will be sometime next year"),
the question is if the recovery will
continue and become sustaining. "I
think that's uncertain."
The United States should increase
its foreign aid . Half the world's
people earn less than $ 2 daily, and
one-fifth earn less than $ 1 per day.
Impoverished people are more likely
to support terrorism.
Imports can be good for the U.S.
economy because they can stimulate
new domestic economic activity.
Liberalized trade is preferable, and
"protectionism would only make
things worse."
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Assistant Dean Charlotte H. Johnson, '88:

(.IT'S NOT ENOUGH TO SIT BEHIND OUR DESKS'

T

hird grade teacher Pat Davidson
thought Charlotte H. Johnson, '88,
was one of the first-year law students when
Johnson arrived at Glazer Elementary
School in Detroit last summer. Assigned
to Davidson 's class, Johnson, who is an
assistant dean of students at the Law School ,
arrived with a group of students who came
to Glazer for the service day component of
their new student orientation last fall.

.\ssist//11t De{/// o( St11cleJJts Cl1urlotte /-!. }0/111,011, ·ss, 11'()1·/,s
11·it/1 third grade stwleJJts (If Gla=er Ele1ne1ztml' Scliool iJJ Del roit, 11'11ere she l'isits reg11/a1·/_1.

Than~
.--\ t!wJJh _1011 C[Jrd 111acle v_1 Put
Dnl'iclsoJJ's third gmde c/11ss //I
Gl{/=er Ele111eJJton School iJJ
Detroit, 1diere]ol11mm !'ol11JJtee1·s ma reocliJJg couc/1.
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Johnson helped the third graders with
reading and thoroughly enjoyed the experience . "Why don't I just continue this and
serve as a reading coach to the kids?" she
wondered afterward . "Teachers can't do it
all. Parents can't do it all."
Davidson welcomed her back, so
Johnson now visits the class frequently. She
has taught the third graders to develop a
contract to do reading between her visits
and give book reports when she returns.
She has shared stories of her growing up
years with the children, and discussed with
them and showed photos of her visits to
South Africa as director of the Law School's
externship program there.
"A role model," is how Davidson
describes Johnson . "I like the kids to see
how one gets from one place to another, to
hear success stories."
Volunteering at Glazer Elementary is
one of many ways that Johnson contributes
to improving her world and her profession, in the process providing an example
for students and others to emulate . "It's not
enough to sit behind our desks," she says,
and backs up the sentiment with action.

Johnson joined the Law School
administration in 1997 after eight years
as a litigator with Garan, Lucow, Miller
in Detroit, where she was also the firm's
first African American female partner.
Now one of two assistant deans of
students (the other is David H. Baum,
'89), she has become an integral part of
Law School life - on the student side as
a trusted adviser to groups and individuals, and on the institutional side as a
senior administrator and a participant in
the strategy and communication activities
that accompanied the Grutter case that the
Law School eventually won in the U.S.
Supreme Court last summer.
"I think that bringing Charlotte back to
the Law School was one of the best things
I did as dean," says Jeffrey S. Lehman,
'81 , who was dean of the Law School for
nine years before he became president of
Cornell University last summer. "She has
an extraordinary ability to help students
- to find the right tool at the School
to help them with a problem if one is
available, or to show them why no tool
exists if that is the case. During the litigation, she did a fabulous job of ensuring
that the community remained in the loop
about what was happening and why."
Johnson also has been active outside
the Law School - in the National Bar
Association, serving as regional director
in 2002; and in the Michigan State Bar,
where she chaired the Access to Justice
Task Force for three years, is a member
of the Standing Committee on Character
and Fitness, and serves on the newly
formed Standing Committee on Justice
Initiatives. In addition, she recently was
appointed to the board of the Women
Lawyers of Michigan Foundation .

"My decision to leave a successful
practice and come here wasn't a decision
to stop growing professionally," Johnson
explains of her move to the Law School.
"In fact, the opposite is true. I have more
flexibility in my schedule than when I was
practicing, but the time commitment is
still very significant. More importantly,
I've had the opportunity to grow in this
position as a manager, counselor, and as a
lawyer.
"Almost every day, I'm called upon
to interpret some policy or regulation,
exercise sound judgment, or manage
conflict . I've learned the importance of
patience and have come to realize that
'reciprocity' is really about focusing on
individual responsibility.
"As part of the senior administrative
team, I've helped set Law School policy,
served as an adviser to the deans, and
have been a spokesperson for both the
Law School and the University in the
larger community. I've been fortunate
enough to serve under deans who, while
teaching me how to be a manager and
while guiding my professional growth,
have also let me be Charlotte. It's
priceless to be in a position that meshes
so perfectly with my core values."
Students and co-workers alike praise
Johnson's quiet, effective, and diplomatic
way. For example, Ann Y. Chen, '03, who
was president of the Asian Pacific Law
Students Association in the 2001 - 02
academic year, recalls with pleasure how
Johnson helped defuse an issue over
membership in the student organization .
"She was the first person I thought of
going to," said Chen, now an associate
in the Intellectual Property Group at
Kirkland & Ellis in Chicago. "Even if
she hadn't been dean of students, I still
probably would have gone to her. She

was instrumental in helping us figure out
a way to work out something. She also
realized that an accusation like this had an
effect on the student body and affected all
student groups . She was very effective in
bringing students together."
During the six-year litigation over
admissions policies, "Charlotte was
incredibly valuable to the litigation
throughout the process," reported
University of Michigan Vice President and
General Counsel Marvin Krislov, who
regularly teaches at the Law School. "She
coordinated with Law School students
and reached out to key members of the
broader community. She also contributed
valuable insights and ideas. Charlotte
helped us meet many challenges in this
litigation ."
"It was a great experience for me,"
Johnson says of her work with the litigation team, whose membership included
Lehman, Krislov, current Dean Evan
Caminker, Assistant General Counsel
Jonathon Alger, veteran Supreme Court
attorney Maureen Mahoney, of Latham &
Watkins in Washington, D. C. , and John
Payton ofWilmer Cutler Pickering, also
in Washington, D.C. "I had a bird's eye
view of the litigation ."
"I've had lots of privileges in my life,
a loving and supportive husband and
family, wonderful friends and mentors,
generous colleagues, and a topnotch
legal education," Johnson says. "With that
privilege comes an obligation to figure
out what I can do to give back, over and
over, all that's been given to me. That
sense of obligation is not something
students only hear from me; they get to
see it played out in my professional and
civic endeavors."
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Dm id A. / Iarris

R

acial and ethnic profiling failed as
a crime fighting method prior to
September 11, 2001, and does more
harm than good when directed at Middle
Eastern and Muslim groups as part of
antiterrorism efforts, according to an
expert on the practice who spoke at the
Law School last fall.
"If we use ethnic profiling on Arabs and
people of Middle Eastern descent we will
not be more safe, we will be less safe,"
said David A. Harris, author of Prefiles in
Injustice: Why Racial Prefiling Cannot Work
(The New Press 2002; soft cover with a
new post 9 / 11 chapter 2003) .
Harris is the Balk Professor of Law and
Values at the University ofToledo College
of Law and Soros Senior Justice Fellow
at the Center for Crime, Communities,
and Culture in New York. His talk was
sponsored by these Law School student
8
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organizations: American Civil Liberties
Union, American Constitution Society,
Criminal Law Society, Black Law
Students Alliance, and National Lawyers
Guild.
Citing figures from the New York
City Police Department for 1998-99,
Harris noted that white people made up
42 percent of the population, but drew
only 10 percent of the stop-and-frisk
actions. Black people made up 25 percent
of the population but accounted for half
of the stop-and-frisks; and Latinos, 23
percent of the population, accounted for
33 percent of the stop-and-frisks. The
findings contradict widespread beliefs
in the law enforcement community that
profiling provides "more bang for that law
enforcement buck," Harris said .
The same realities apply post 9 / 11 ,
he explained. Observing behavior, not

acting on the person's appearance, is "the
key to knowing what people are up to."
Finding terrorists is like finding a needle
in a haystack, he admitted, "but the one
thing I wouldn't do is put more hay on
the stack ."
Good intelligence information must
come from the Arab/Muslim community,
but questioning members of this group
and profiling them in other ways will
destroy their goodwill and trust in law
enforcement, he explained . "If we want
this intelligence, we need the Middle
Eastern/ Arab community like we've
never needed them before ."
In addition, he noted, neither "shoe
bomber" Richard Reed, an Englishman,
nor "American Taliban" John Walker Linh
fits the Arab/ Muslim profile. Al Queda
is patient and dedicated, and will do a
recruiting end run around antiterrorism
efforts based on profiling, he concluded .

Deem 's Rouncltable on Gm•ernment
Serl'ice panelists, from left, are: fac11lt,1
members Joan L. Larsen, Michael S.
Barr, ancl Carl £. Sclmeicler, '79.

EXAMINING GOVERNMENT SERVICE

G

ranted, high-powered law firms
and make-the-world-better public
service lawyering often get more careerchoosing attention than working for the
government . But, said participants in
the Dean's Roundtable on Government
Service last fall, being on the public
payroll offers some of the best of both of
those other worlds .
In addition,.Dean Evan Caminker
offered in introducing the program, many
of the Law School's faculty members have
worked in government posts and can be
helpful to students who are considering
such positions.
"There is great value in government
lawyering. There are great challenges and
great opportunities," explained Caminker,
who worked in the White House Office of
Legal Counsel during the Clinton administration. Added adjunct faculty member
Joan L. Larsen, who worked in the same
office in the Bush administration : The

Office of Legal Counsel was "filled with
the most talented lawyers I think I ever
worked with . I was surrounded with
people so good, so committed to getting
the right answers, you could trust their
judgment ."
"The goal of making government work
- and work right - motivated these
people," she added . "This was the most
rewarding aspect of my government
. ."
service
Other panelists included Assistant
Professor Michael S. Barr, who
has worked in both the Office of
Management and Budget and the U.S.
Treasury Department, and Carl E.
Schneider, '79, who holds the Chauncey
Stillman Professorship for Ethics,
Morality, and the Practice of Law and is
studying Law School graduates' career
choices and job satisfaction. All the
panelists also clerked in the U.S. Supreme
Court.
Practice with the federal government
gives you the immediate chance to handle
many aspects of a case and perhaps to try
it, panelists said . Similar opportunities
may wait for years in a large firm . While
Schneider noted that financial realities
have reduced private firms' ability to
mentor new associates, Barr reported
that in government work "the people who
get the most mentoring/training are the
people who want it the most. Even if you
don't get mentoring/training - because
you don't seek it out - you will get
responsibility."
Panelists, sometimes in response to
audience questions, also said:

• Political changes do not make government work a revolving door career. "In
my experience, people who are civil
service employees love their jobs," said
Caminker. "By and large," he added,
"all the political appointees know
they depend day in and day out on the
career people ."
• Although workplace pressure and long
hours tend to be less in government
than in private legal work, "there's
nothing wrong with working hard if
you love what you do," Barr explained .
• "One advantage of working for the
government is the huge range of jobs,"
said Schneider. He also noted : "At the
start of your career, you will get more
sophisticated experience in government .... Over a longer time, it is
more likely to be more interesting."
• Experience counts in government
work just as it does in private practice.
Treasury Department lawyers need
a decade of experience before they
negotiate international agreements,
according to Barr. You need three to
four years of litigation experience to
become an assistant U.S . attorney,
added Caminker, and the U.S . attorney
position is "a highly politicized position
chosen by very political people ."
• Government work offers the satisfaction of a day well spent, according
to Caminker: "If you are the type of
person who wants to say at the end
of the day that you have accomplished
something for society, this is a good
place."

Dea11 E1rni Cc11ni11/zer
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SENIOR DAY

T

here's a special glow to commencement that reflects the proud faces of
parents and graduates' loved ones, and
the mix of excitement, relief, and anticipation that mark the faces of graduates.
Standing in the Lawyers Club surrounded
by celebrants, Dean Evan Caminker
noted that he could feel that glow and

The terrorist attacks of 9 / 11 , the
civil liberties implications of America's
reaction to those attacks, the Enron
debacle and its reverberations throughout
corporate America, and the lawsuit over
Law School admissions policies decided
last summer by the U.S. Supreme Court
are "momentous issues" that "highlight the

was enjoying it.
Senior Day in December was his first
to preside over as dean - last summer
he succeeded Jeffrey S. Lehman, '81 , who
became president of Cornell University
- and Caminker used the occasion to
recall the major events that had transpired during the graduates' three years at
the Law School. He also urged them to
retain the flexibility that will help them
find satisfying lives.

important role that lawyers can play by
shaping legal and policy responses to the
central challenges of the day," Caminker
explained in his welcoming remarks.
You've learned to "think like a lawyer,"
he told graduates, "but 'thinking like a
lawyer' does not require you to abandon
the passion and commitments that
brought you to law school. Rather, you
should continue to draw strength from
this passion as you become lawyers."
He continued: "As my mentor Justice
Brennan [U.S. Supreme Court Justice
William J. Brennan Jr., for whom
Caminker clerked] was fond of saying,
law is based on both reason and passion:
Reason is necessary to order our society,
but passion is necessary to give it
direction and purpose."
Caminker added that some graduates
will find satisfying lives in the craft of
practicing law, others in the ideologies
or clients they represent, and others
in activities like business, politics,
community involvement, or family ties.
"If you recognize today that nothing
about your career or life is set in stone,
you might feel more free to explore,
with both your eyes and heart, all of the
various paths available, and stroll down
the ones that are right for you - paths
that prove challenging, paths that serve

IO
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society in keeping with the commitments
of the profession, and paths that, above
all, are personally fulfilling."
Commencement speaker Richard D.
Friedman, the Ralph W. Aigler Professor
of Law, noted how the graduates will live
their lives and practice their profession in
a world of uncertainty and ambiguity. "If
you want assurance about the future, you
are almost certain to be disappointed;
you are going to have to rely on your
assessments of probabilities," Friedman
explained. "And in the most significant
decisions of your life, you will usually
find that you have to make tradeoffs and
value judgments .... I am mindful of
the injunction attributed to the British
statesman Arthur Balfour: 'Never is a
word used only by very young politi.
,,,
Clans .
"Especially for us, living in a land of
liberty and prosperity, but even for most
others, life offers a cavalcade of joys and
pleasures," Friedman continued: "Filial
love, parental love, romantic love, friendship, laughter, community, games, sensual
pleasure from the world around us,
sexual pleasure, music, art of all kinds,
food, drink, sleep, exercise, gratification
from work and from personal achievement, and on and on . Oh my....
"I think we can take the view, 'Here we
are on earth . And what are we going to
do with the opportunity to make a good
life for us, and to improve the world for
others?'
"Graduates, you, by the fortune of
your being in this country, because of
your talents, your achievement, and
now your credentials as well, are in an

unusually advantageous position to do
that, to make a good life for yourselves
and to improve the world for others."
Other parts of the Senior Day program
included:
• Law School Student Senate two-term
President Maren R. Norton expressed
her thanks and good wishes to the
graduates and urged them to hold
to their values: "When you leave,
remember why you came ." (See page
48 for Norton's description of a day at
the Law School.)
• Paul S. Brar, elected by his fellow
graduates to address them, praised his
classmates and recalled his befuddlement when Friedman called on
him in class during his first summer
in Law School. "I never failed
before a finer group of people," he
confessed, bringing laughter to his
fellow graduates. "Today is about the
start, the start of the best and most
exciting time of your lives," he said .
"Congratulations for all that you have
done and thank you for all that you
have given to me."
• A selection of pieces by the Headnotes,
the Law School's a cappela singing
group, that opened with a musical
version of the venerable Irish Blessing:
May the road rise to meet you
And the wind be only at your back .
May the sun shine warm upon
your face .
May the rain fall softly upon your
fields.
And until we meet again
May God hold you in the palm of
his hand .
LQN Spring 2004
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The (golden? ) road to happiness
(and other career choices)
S

ure, you don't have to be rich to be
happy, right? But that doesn't mean
we don't want to earn more, does it?
But maybe, just maybe, happiness
and income are not locked into the tight
embrace we think. For example, some
of the happiest people on this planet are
those who have left careers, professions,
and relatively well-paying positions to
become subsistence farmers .
That's part of what Aaron C. Ahuvia,
director of academic affairs for the
International Society for Quality-of-Life
Studies, has found in his research into
what makes us happy. He outlined his
findings in a kinetic talk that opened the
fall program series sponsored by the
Office of Career Services.
More than 90 percent of what makes
for happiness comes from sources other
than income, explained Ahuvia, an
associate professor in the Department
of Management Marketing area at the
University of Michigan-Dearborn . "If you
had asked me before I did my research
how much does income matter, I would
have said it's low. But I wouldn't have
guessed [only] 3 percent. That number is
so small, it surprised me."
No one's happy living in poverty, and
rich nations' people tend to be happier
than those in poor nations . But with a
livable income, "satisfaction with income
matters more than income per se," Ahuvia
said . What's "positively weird is how
many people are satisfied with their
income . And "people who are not satisfied
with their income remain unsatisfied with
incredibly high incomes."
12
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•

So what's going on here?
Twenty-five to 50 percent of happiness
is predisposed by genetics. Depression
is linked to heredity, although medications and counseling can alleviate it .
Parental optimism, love, and support
are significant for children to grow
into happy adults .
Having several close friends helps
make people happy.
If you're married, having a good
marriage may be the single most
important factor in whether or not
you are happy.
Good health helps, as does feeling
successful. Being engaged by your
work and leisure activities also is
important, as is having a faith or
attachment to a cause that offers you

social support, purpose, and hope.
Ahuvia's Rx?
• Do what you enjoy, are good at, and
find meaningful. Then find a job where
you can balance work and other goals.
At that point, if you want, earn all you
can .
• Don't get good at anything you don't
want to do.
• Don't get used to a lifestyle you don't
plan to keep.
• Find friends who will support your
lifestyle philosophy. "Peer groups are
extremely important."
• Care for your social relationships .
• Spend less than you earn . "Define
freedom as saving your way to
freedom rather than spending your
way to freedom ."

In other programs during the series:
• In October, practitioners from three
different parts of the country discussed
lifestyles and professional opportunities in smaller markets in the program
"Bright Lights, Small City." Panelists
included Jeffrey M . Gitchel, '97,
of Butzel Long in Detroit; Phillip J.
Kessler, of Butzel Long in Detroit;
and Patricia Lee Refo, '83, of Snell
& Wilmer LLP in Phoenix . Panelists
discussed how to balance a satisfying
and profitable career with a lifestyle
that provides for personal and family
relationships and how the location
of your practice can influence those
factors . Assistant Dean for Career
Services Susan Guindi, ' 90, introduced
the panelists.
• Also in October, a financial policy
planner, federal court clerk, and
corporate counsel discussed their road
to careers that use their legal background in professions other than legal
practice. Panelists included: Ronald
E. Hall Jr., '98, group counsel for
Johnson Controls Inc . Automotive
Systems Group in Plymouth,
Michigan; Elsie Mata, '99, law clerk
to the Hon. Alvin W Thompson of the
U.S . District Court for the District
of Connecticut, based in Hartford;
and Yolanda D. McGill, '99, policy
counsel for the Center for Responsible
Lending of the nonprofit think tank
Self Help, based in Durham, North
Carolina. Addressing a standingroom-only crowd for the luncheon
program, panelists stressed that new

lawyers should honestly and critically
examine their strengths and weaknesses and likes and dislikes. "Know
yourselves, what your inclinations are,
and try to know as best as you can
what options are open to you," advised
Mata . Experience in a large firm is
valuable, and the speakers recommended that new lawyers go into such
work, at least for a time. They also
offered cautions: "If you're not sure,
don't over-commit," said McGill . High
income won't buy a good life if you
don't like what you're doing, warned
Hall, a West Point graduate and former
U.S. Army artillery officer now
moving into a business career. Career
Services counselor Carolyn Spencer
arranged the program and introduced
the panelists. Later the same day, Mata
presented a program for law students
interested in learning about clerkships and McGill addressed the Civil
Procedure class taught by former
classmate and adjunct professor Joel
H. Samuels, '99 .

• "Outside the Box: The Job Search
Beyond OCI," featured three graduates
describing job hunt tactics "beyond the
on-campus interview." Panelists were :
Mischa Gibbons, '00, an associate at
Zausmer Kaufman August & Caldwell
in Farmington Hills, Michigan;
Ricardo Egozcue, '01, an attorney
with Robbins Kaplan Miller & Ciresi,
Minneapolis, Minnesota; and Craig
Lawler, '02, an associate with Sherman
and Howard in Denver, Colorado.
• Career Services joined hands with the
Michigan Intellectual Property Law
Association late last fall to sponsor
"Tips in Landing an IP Job in the Legal
World." Panelists included Robert
Nolan of Cantor Colburn LLP in Troy,
Michigan, and Charles Kiczek, of Dura
Automotive Systems, Rochester Hills,
Michigan .
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District
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Refugee and Asylum Law Fellows part of
Amnesty International project

T

his year's six fellows in refugee
and asylum law, who will spend six
week internships this summer working
with refugee assistance agencies in North
America, Africa, and Europe, already are
veterans of the "real world" of refugee
work.
As enrollees in Professor James C.
Hathaway's International Refugee Law
course, they are part of the class' research
projects for Amnesty International. In
addition, several of the fellows have
worked overseas and/ or on refugee issues.
The class' association with Amnesty
International began last summer when
2003 Refugee and Asylum Law Fellow
Niketa Kutkarni spent her internship with
the organization's office in London . "She
noticed that they didn't have anybody to
sit down and take a hard look at a difficult
problem and do a thoughtful memo to
explain how an issue should be properly
resolved," explained Hathaway. "She
suggested it would be an interesting idea
if we could harness the energy of some of
our students to fill the void."
Intrigued by Kutkarni's suggestion,
Hathaway set to work with Eve Lester,
Amnesty International's director of
refugee work, to explore how his class
and her organization could join hands.
They came up with 16 concerns that
Amnesty had on its agenda but lacked
resources to examine thoroughly.
"These are tough intellectual
questions," Hathaway explained. "They
were not easy questions. They were hard
questions that required students to do
international and cooperative research,
which is what the course focuses on ."
One question, for example, asked
under what circumstances a Bolivian
subsistence farmer no longer able to raise
coca because of government antidrug
efforts can be considered a refugee.
14
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Half of the class' 32 students tackled
Amnesty's questions, and their findings
and recommendations were sent to the
organization in January. Others in the
class fashioned their own projects. "My
sense is that these are quite fine pieces of
work," Hathaway reported .
Five of this year's six fellows worked
on Amnesty International questions,
while the sixth fellow worked on a
project leading toward the International
Colloquium in Refugee and Asylum Law
that will be held at the Law School this
spring.
The association with Amnesty
International will continue this summer
for Refugee and Asylum Fellow Daria
M. Fisher, who will do her internship with the organization's Division of
Refugee Work in London. Fisher worked
as a legal intern last summer in Cambodia
with the Promotion ofWomen's Rights
Project, a German initiative. This term
she is representing an asylum applicant
under supervision of Freedom House,
a Detroit-based organization that helps
asylum seekers .
The other fellows and their internship
locations are :
Louise Moor, Refugee Policy
Division of Human Rights Watch,
Geneva, Switzerland. An LL.M . candidate
with bachelors of laws and arts degrees
from the University of Auckland in New
Zealand, Moor worked for two years as
a legal associate with the Refugee Status
Appeals Authority in her native New
Zealand. Fluent in Spanish, she also has
worked as a self-employed Spanish tutor
and as a support staffer to a University
of Auckland professor doing research in
Argentina.
Jennifer M. Pence, European
Union Office of the European Council
on Refugees and Exiles, Brussels. Pence

was a legal intern last summer at Freedom
House in Detroit, where she helped
refugees resettle in Canada or the United
States and prepared and presented asylum
applications to the Immigration Court. A
graduate of Illinois Wesleyan University,
she also studied at the University of
Zagreb's School of Croatian Language and
Culture in Croatia in 2001 and 2002 and
attended the lnstituto de Lenguas in Costa
Rica .
Matthew D. Pryor, Refugee Status
Appeals Authority, Auckland, New
Zealand . In addition to working last
summer as research assistant for Professors
James E. Krier and Edward A. Parson,
Pryor spent time in Cambodia working
with the Ministry of Land Management,
where he edited that country's first land
law textbook for judges, lawyers, and law
students. He is intrigued by the intersection of refugee and environmental issues,
and has been developing a piece for the
Michigan Journal of International Law to show
that an environmental refugee can fit the
definition of a refugee set forth in the
19 51 Refugee Convention and its 1968
Protocol.
Larissa Wakim, Branch Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, Washington, D.C. An LL.M.
candidate with history and law degrees
from the University of Auckland, Wakim
has worked in the refugee field in Egypt,
Cambodia, and New Zealand.
Dawson Williams, Jesuit Refugee
Service, Lusaka, Zambia. In association
with the International Rescue Committee
in Salt Lake City, Williams worked with
a family of Bosnian refugees to make
their transition to American life. He
was an NAIAAcademicAll-American in
football at Willamette University, where
he graduated in international studies and
Spanish.
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Speaker:'Only time will tell'

Law School program
draws international
praise

T

he Law School's Program in Refugee
and Asylum Law has drawn praise
from the University of Auckland [New
Zealand] Faculty of Law, which has
growing ties with the program, and the
American Society of International Law,
in a newsletter article, has labeled the
Refugee Caselaw Site, launched by the
director of the Law School's program, as
"unique" among the Internet resources
for research in this field.
A recent issue of the New Zealand
school's annual publication Eden Crescent
reports that the U-M Law School
program "is rightly described as the
world's most comprehensive program in
the study of international and comparative asylum law" and its director, James
E. and Sarah A. Degan Professor of Law
James C. Hathaway, is "one of the preeminent refugee scholars in the world today."
The Eden Crescent article also takes note
of the New Zealand connection with the
U-M Law School's biennial colloquia on
Challenges in International Refugee Law
and reports how the Michigan Guidelines
developed by the two colloquia held so
far have aided development of refugee
law around the world. Each gathering
brings together refugee law experts
from around the world and Law School
students for an intensive examination of
a single issue; guidelines developed in

the colloquium are sent to refugee law
experts, judges, and others worldwide.
The first colloquium, held in 1999,
dealt with the issue of refugee status
when persecution occurs in part of,
but not all of, a country; it stemmed
from the New Zealand case Butler v.
Attorney General. New Zealand's Refugee
Status Appeals Authority has accepted
The Michigan Guidelines on the Internal
Protection Alternative, produced by the

colloquium, because the authority
believes they correctly interpret Butler.
The Michigan Guidelines on Nexus to
a Convention Ground, the result of the

second colloquium, held in March 2002,
"have been enthusiastically endorsed by
the Division of International Protection
of the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees," Eden
Crescent reported.
Regarding the Refugee Caselaw
Site, the article "What's Online in
International Law" in the May/ July
2003 issue of the American Society of
International Law (ASIL) Newsletter notes
that the site currently allows comprehensive searching of caselaw from the
top appellate courts of eight countries
(Australia, Austria, Canada, Germany,
New Zealand, Switzerland, the United
Kingdom, and the United States) and is
being expanded "to cover cases that relate
to adjudication of the rights of refugees,
in addition to the current cases that
interpret the legal definition of a refugee .
There are also plans to include cases
from the highest national courts of other
asylum countries."

T

he jury's still out, so no one knows
yet if historical cycles repeat with
post 9/ I I 1·ights 1·esn-ictions morphing
into similar 1·estraints on U.S. citizens,
according to the legal scholar and activist who delivered the Davis, Markert,
Nicke1·son Lecture on Academic and
Intellectual Freedom at the Law School
last fall.
"I would like to think that he1·e, today, we have learned from our mistakes,
but only time will tell," Georgetown
University Law Center Professor David
D. Cole told a standing room only audience in a talk he called "F1·eedom and
Te1-ror: September I I th and the 21st
Century Challenge ."
Cole, author of the just-published

Enemy Aliens: Double Standards and
Constitutional Freedoms in the War on
Terrorism, said:
• "The history of anti-communism
is more 1·elevant today than eve1·, but
the proper analogy is not McCa1·thyism,
but its p1·ecu1·sor, the fit-st Red Scare of
1917-20."
• Universities are "a critical locus of
questioning of the government in crisis
periods," but only if academic freedom
is strong.
0 "Academic freedom itself has a
mixed 1·eco1·d in times of crisis."
Cole was the 13th lecturer for
the annual Davis, Markert, Nicke1·son
Lecture, which commemorates th1·ee
University of Michigan faculty members
who lost their jobs afte1· they refused
to testify befo1·e an arm of the House
Un-Ame1·ican Activities Committee
during the 1950s.
The Law School is a sponsor of the
series and Academic Freedom Lectu1·e
Fund President Peggie j. Hollingsworth
praised the support of Dean Evan
Caminker in he1· introductory remarks.
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A world of issues
G

lance over the lineup of speakers
for the Law School's International
Workshop and you'll have an instant
inventory of what is moving and shaking
international and comparative law. If
you're fortunate enough to attend the
workshop's lectures, you'll come away
with a deep appreciation for the issues
that comprise that inventory.
Last fall's.ILW lineup, for example,
opened with two special programs:
• A talk by a judge of the UN's
International Court of Justice on how
a nation's growing clout on the international front can reduce its willingness to allow others to help resolve its
international disputes . (See Simma:

Young U.S. pioneered modern
arbitration, page 28.)
• Delivery of the William H. Bishop
Lecture in International Law by the
U.S. Ambassador to the People's
Republic of China, who offered an
insider's view of how the restless
Asian giant's footprints are striding
into the international arena. (See

Ambassador ClarkT. Randt Jr.,
'75: China, U.S. share much,
page 70 .)
Other speakers last fall discussed the
interaction of international law and U.S.
power; the threats that globalization
poses to human rights activism; power
and superpower; environmental law
and policy issues in the era of the global
village; and the use of force in current
international law.
Here's a rundown:
"Can International Law Accommodate
U.S. Power?" asked Benedict Kingsbury,
professor of law and director of the

C'\>.>
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Institute for International Law and Justice
at New York University School of Law.
The United States is party to nearly
two-thirds of the major multinational
treaties, like the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, but that is fewer than many other
countries, Kingsbury said. The United
States is outside of the International
Criminal Court, for example, and "to
a small extent" is acting as "a unilateral
world government" through its national
laws like the Sovereign Immunity Act and
the Alien Tort Claims Act.
"The United States is the only country
adopting a way of governing the world
through national legislation," he noted.
"To some extent, the United States is
doing its own parallel system."
C'\>.> Regan Ralph, executive director of the
newly formed Fund for Global Human
Rights and formerly with Amnesty
International , said she is doubtful that
the past decade's development of human
rights laws and awareness can be considered safe from backsliding.
"I think we are at a crossroads globally
and in the United States," Ralph said in a
talk called "Advancing Human Rights in
an Era of Globalization: Threats to FrontLine Human Rights Activism."
There is a backlash to human rights
expansion that must be dealt with, she
said. And globalization, which has seen
multinational corporations replace many
governments as seats of real power, has
widened the rich/poor, North/South,
religious/ secular, and us/ them gaps.
More than 3 billion people, half the
world's population, earn less than $2 a
day, and the world's three richest people
have more wealth than the 48 poorest
countries in the world .

"Human rights activists are feeling
that for the system of justice to be
viable, it must offer justice equally to
everyone." But in countries like Liberia
and Guatemala, where raw materials
extraction occurs without regard for
the welfare of those whose land is taken,
or Sierra Leone, where women cannot
inherit property, and other places, there
is much work to be done .
"This is serious business, and this is
what people are dealing with on a daily
basis, in countries that are far away and
not so far away," Ralph reported .
Also, she concluded, "the United States
sets the tone . Whether you like it or
not, it is the dominant face on the world
stage ." She chided the United States for
being overzealous in its antiterrorist
laws and actions, and noted the "chilling
effect" that post-9 / 11 restrictions are
having on charitable donations destined
for overseas.
C'\>.> Kalypso Nicolaidis, university lecturer
in International Relations, St. Antony's
College, Oxford University, spoke on
"The Power of the Superpower-less."
C'\>.> Paul Joffee, Director of International
Affairs for the National Wildlife
Federation, spoke on "Why it is so Hard
to Make Environmental Law and Policy
in the Global Village : Trouble in Seattle,
Washington, D.C. , and Johannesburg."
Joffe recapped and compared last
September's World Trade Organization
meeting in Cancun, Mexico, the WTO
meeting in Seattle, Washington, in 1999,
and the World Summit on Sustainable
Development in Johannesburg, South
Africa, in 2002, to portray a U.S . policy
that opposes additional multilateral
actions that have authority over the
United States.

G

lance over the lineup of speakers

for the Law School's International
Workshop and you'll have an instant
inventory of what is moving and shaking
international and comparative law. If
you're fortunate enough to attend the
workshop's lectures, you'll come away
with a deep appreciation for the issues
that comprise that inventory.
Last fall's ILW lineup, for example,
opened with two special programs:
A talk by a judge of the UN's
International Court of Justice on how
a nation's growing clout on the international front can reduce its willingness t o allow others t o help resolve its
international disputes. (See Simma:

Young U.S. pioneered modern
arbitration, page 25 .)
Delivery of the William H. Bishop
Lecture in International Law by the
U.S. Ambassador to the People's
Republic of China, who offered an
insider's view of how the restless
Asian giant's footprints are striding
into the international arena. (See

Ambassador ClarkT. Randt Jr.,
'75: China, U.S. share much,
page 70.)
Other speakers last fall discussed the
interaction of international law and U. S.
power; the threats that globalization
poses to human rights activism; power
and superpower; environmental law
and policy issues in the era of the global
village; and the use of force in current
international law.
Here's a rundown:
"Can International Law Accommodate
U.S. Power?" asked Benedict Kingsbur):
professor of law and director of the

Institute for International Law and Justice
at NewYork University School of Law.
The United States is party to nearly
two-thirds of the major multinational
treaties, like the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, but that is fewer than many other
countries, Kingsbury said. The United
States is outside of the International
Criminal Court, for example, and "to
a small extent" is acting as "a unilateral
world government" through its national
laws like the Sovereign Immunity Act and
the Alien Tort Claims Act.
"The United States is the only country
adopting a way of governing the world
through national legislation," he noted.
"To some extent, the United States is
doing its own parallel system."
Regan Ralph, executive director of the
newly formed Fund for Global Human
Rights and formerly with Amnesty
International, said she is doubtful that
the past decade's development of human
rights laws and awareness can be consid-
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ered safe from backsliding.
"I think we are at a crossroads globally
and in the United States," Ralph said in a
talk called "Advancing Human Rights in
an Era of Globalization: Threats to FrontLine Human Rights Activism."
There is a backlash to human rights
expansion that must be dealt with, she
said. And globalization, which has seen
mu1tinational corporations replace many
governments as seats of real power, has
widened the rich/poor, North/South,
religious/secular, and us/them gaps.
More than 3 billion people, half the
world's population, earn less than $2 a
day, and the world's three richest ~ e o p l e
have more wealth than the 48 poorest
countries in the world.
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"Human rights activists are feeling
that for the system of justice to be
viable, it must offer justice equally to
everyone." But in countries like Liberia
and Guatemala, where raw materials
extraction occurs without regard for
the welfare of those whose land is taken,
o r Sierra Leone, where women cannot
inherit property, and other places, there
is much work to be done.
"This is serious business, and this is
what people are dealing with on a daily
basis, in countries that are far away and
not so far away," Ralph reported.
Also, she concluded, "the United States
sets the tone. Whether you like it or
not, it is the dominant face on the world
stage." She chided the United States for
being overzealous in its antiterrorist
laws and actions, and noted the "chilling
effect" that post-9/ 1 1 restrictions are
having on charitable donations destined
for overseas.
Kalypso Nicolaidis, university lecturer
in International Relations, St. Antony 's
College, Oxford University, spoke on
"The Power of the Superpower-less."
* Paul Joffee, Director of International
Affairs for the National Wildlife
Federation, spoke on "Why it is so Hard
to Make Environmental Law and Policy
in the Global Village: Trouble in Seattle,
Washington, D. C., and Johannesburg."
Joffe recapped and compared last
September's World Tradc Organization
meeting in Cancun, Mexico, the W T O
meeting in Seattle, Washington, in 1999,
and the World Summit on Sustainable
Development in Johannesburg, South
Africa, in 2002, to portray a U.S. policy
that opposes additional multilateral
actions that have authority over the
United States.

Thcrc already is a great deal of intcrnational environmental law, he agrccd with
a listcner, "We can make environmental
law on the easy challenges." Getting rid of
chlorofluorocarbons was pretty easy, but
regarding climate change, "We haven't
begun to dcal with the most enormous
threat this planet faces."
"The difficulty is not just in malung
law, but in implementing law," he said.

*

b

Jochen Frowein, M. C.L. ' 55, former
director of the Max Planck Institute
for Public International Law, professor
emeritus of the University of Heidelberg,
and former vice president of the
European Commission of Human Rights,
spoke on "Use of Force in Present Day
International Law."
Advising that analysts should look
to what a country does in the international arena instcad of what its leaders
say publicly, Frowein argued that action
against the Taliban rcgime in Afghanistan
was justifiablc self defense under Article
5 1 of thc UN Charter bccause the
government sheltcred the organization
that had mounted the Scptcmber 1 1,
2001, terrorist actions in the United
States. But, hc continued, the prccmptive movc against Iraq was not similarly
justified, even taking into account thc
reach and swiftness of modern wcapons.
"Sincc World War 11, intcrnational law
has developed a new paradiLgm [of] collcctive security," hc said. "The Westphalian
pcriod has ended and developed into
somcthing very diffcrcnt. Even thc U.S.
move into Iraq \vill not prevent international law from developing a structure
[that rclics on collective rather than individual action in international issues] ."

The International La\rr\Vorkshop's first
semester programs were coordinated by
Professors Daniel Halberstam, Robert
Hawse, and Michael Barr, and Assistant
Dean for International Programs Virginia
Gordan .
The winter term's lineup opened with
International Bar Association President
and visiting faculty member Emilio J.
Cardenas, M. C. L. '66, discussing "The
New Semi-Authoritarian Regimes: The
Latin American Experience," followed
by European University Institute/
Universitv of Aberdeen professor Neil
Walker speahng on "The European
Constitution: Founding Moment or
Fading Momentum?"
Other winter term speakers and their
topics:
Foundation for International
Environmental Law and Development
Co-Director Alice Palmer, speaking on
"A Publicvoice in International Trade
Disputes: NGO Strategies for the U.S.
Challenge to European Regulation of
Genetically Modified Organisms in the
WTO";
St. Antony's College, Oxford, Fellow
in ModernThought Jan-Werner
Mueller, "On Euro-Patriotism";
Delphi Corporation Vice President /
General Counsel Logan G. Robinson,
on "The Intcrnatioual Legal Practice of
L1.S. Multinationals: The Global Beauty
Contest"; and
Georgc Mason Universitv School
of Law Associate Professor Peter
Berkov.itz, on "Thc S t r u g l e for
Won~en'sSuffragc in Kuwait."
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Terrorists, trials, and tribunals

I

t's been 10 years since Robert E.
Precht defended Mohammad Salameh,
who was convicted of bombing the World
Trade Center in 1993. And a little more
than two years since the total destruction
of the same building by terrorist-hijacked
aircraft on September 11, 2001.
To Precht, each event haunts the other,
raising grave questions about the legal
system's ability to withstand efforts to
thwart and punish terrorism . He detailed
his 1993 defense of Salameh in the
recently published Defendin9 Mohammad:
Justice on Trial (Cornell University Press,
2003) in the hope that reliving the case
will shed light on the current round of
antiterrorist proceedings. (An excerpt
from the book begins on page 90.)
"Terrorism defendants are not
predestined to receive unfair trials,"
Precht writes in the Preface to Defendin9
Mohammad. "If we are alert to the stress
factors that can undermine impartiality,
we can take measures to avoid transforming the potential for injustice into
the actuality of an unfair proceeding. I
hope this story suggests ways to reduce
the number of unfair proceedings in the
future and illustrates why, for all of their
difficulties, civilian trials are superior to
their most likely replacements, military
. .
,,
comm1ss10ns .
Precht outlined his concerns during a
lunchtime presentation last fall presented
by the Office of Student Affairs. As
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs David
Baum, '89, noted in his introduction,
these "brown bag" talks offer "insight into
the daily life of a lawyer" and show how
theory learned in the classroom links
arms with practice in the courtroom .
"I think terrorism cases present the
starkest and most unanswered questions
about our criminal justice system," Precht
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told students . "Can accused terrorists in
this country receive a fair trial?" he asked.
"Perhaps even more important, why
should we care?Why should we care
that our criminal justice system treats
such people fairly? What does a fair trial
mean?"
"What is a fair trial?" Precht continued .
"The Supreme Court says it is a hearing
before an impartial tribunal. ...
Impartiality requires us to make a very
strong effort not to bring preconceptions
to the case . ...
"What does [being] open-minded
mean?The jury must be completely
neutral. . . they should not care at all
going into a case if they acquit or convict
a person."
The jury system itself helps to
promote impartiality, as does the jury
selection process and the rules that
guarantee even-handedness on the part
of the judge, Precht explained . And
judicial review helps to ensure that these
measures are followed properly.
A military tribunal, on the other hand,
cannot provide such safeguards, Precht
emphasized. Tribunals do not use juries,
and those who hear the cases are military
officers who have sworn to serve the
interest of their government.
"The business of the [criminal justice]
system is to dispense individualized
justice, but the military tribunal system is
based on the idea that courts must serve
the interest of the government against
terrorism," Precht said.
"What does this say to the enemies
of this country if we give up on impartiality?" he concluded. "This is why I
wrote the book, not just to tell my
story, but to reflect on what we mean by
justice."
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eparate programs by student organizations last fall took very different
aim on Americans' right to bear arms:
Speaking in a program sponsored by the
Federalist Society, Robert Levy espoused
the right to own a handgun for self
defense, while Matt Nosanchuk, speaking
in a program co-sponsored by the
American Constitution Society and the
Black Law Students Alliance (BLSA), said
the widespread use of handguns in the
United States is a public health menace.
The Federalist and American
Constitution Societies have different
constitutional perspectives and thus their
programs reflect different approaches
to the law. Here at the Law School, the
two groups join forces on occasion to cosponsor a program on a single subject, as
in their annual previews of the upcoming
U.S. Supreme Court session, held early
in the fall.
Levy, a senior fellow in constitutional studies at the Cato Institute in

Washington, D.C., explained that the
Second Amendment guarantees an individual's right to own a firearm because
the Constitution does not enumerate the
power to regulate firearms . But in the
view of N osanchuk, individual handgun
ownership is not protected under the
Second Amendment and harm from
wrongful handgun use falls disproportionately on the African American population . Nosanchuk is litigation director and
legislative counsel for the Violence Policy
Center, a gun control organization based
in Washington, D. C.
Levy and Nosanchuk often have
debated each other on the same platform,
but their Law School appearances were a
week apart.
To Levy, the right to own a handgun is
individual, not collective. He proposed
this hypothetical amendment - A welleducated electorate being needed to
maintain a democracy, the right to keep
and read books shall not be infringed
- and claimed that "no one would argue
that this means only voters can have and
read books ."
The framers of the Constitution
feared a standing army and the power
of the state, and therefore insured that
individual citizens could keep arms,
according to Levy. Forbid private
ownership of defense weapons and you
increase the need for police protection,
he said . "An unarmed citizenry creates
the conditions that can lead to a tyrannical state," he explained.
Levy reported that he has filed suit
on behalf of half a dozen plaintiffs to
overturn the District of Columbia's
ban against registered firearms to keep
in the home for protection . Should the
case eventually reach the U.S. Supreme
Court, he said, he expects the U.S.
Justice Department to file a brief in favor
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of his position because of its argument in
other recent cases that the Constitution
guarantees the individual, not collective,
right to keep and bear arms.
Reflecting the opposing view,
Nosanchuk said of the Constitution's
framers : "There 's not any evidence that
they were thinking about gun rights for
self defense at the time the Constitution
was being framed .. . . It is clear that the
Constitution protects the ownership of
firearms for lawful purposes ."
Nosanchuk explained that the Violence
Policy Center does not question the
ownership of legitimate hunting rifles
and shotguns, but opposes easy handgun
ownership and is working to ensure
renewal and strengthening of the federal
ban on assault weapons. The ban expires
next year.
He also noted that the African
American population, which makes up
only 12 percent of the U.S. population, suffers harm from handgun misuse
that far surpasses its numbers. Firearm
homicides are the leading cause of death
among African Americans aged 15- 24, he
said, and African American victims made
up nearly half of the 290,670 Americans
who were the victims of irresponsible
gun practices in 1978- 98.
He also discounted the argument that
citizens need guns to protect themselves
against a tyrannical government. "We
have something to defeat a tyrannical
government," he said, "and that's speech,
the First Amendment ."
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