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classroom, creating a synergy between various 
subjects of transnational law. Some sections 
were actually €0-taught by a public and private 
international law scholar, others by a full-time 
academic in cooperation with an international 
practitioner as an adjunct. This has turned out 
to be a highly valuable learning experience for 
the instructors themselves. 

Five tenured and tenure-track faculty 
members with &verse specialty interests have 
taught Transnational Law so far: Rofwors 
Reuven Avi-Yonah (international tax law), 
Michael Barr (financial institutions), James C. 
Hathaway (refugee and asylum law), Robert 
Howse (international trade), and Mathias 
Reimam, LL,M. '83 (international civil litiga- 
tion). In addition, Timothy Dickimon, '79, an 
expert in international business &ction, 
teaches the cowse as an adjunct professor. Two 
visitors also have joined the ranks: human rights 
scholar Karitna Bemoune, '94, now on the 
faculty of Rutgvs University Law School, and 
fuel Samuels, '99, a specialist in public interna- 
tional law and i n t e r G o d  arbitration. 

So far, o m  experience with the course has 
been mostly positive. As far as the students 
are concerned, the majority have responded 
with praise, both in the classroom and in their 
course evaluations. There is dm reason to 
believe that the new course requirement has had 
a positive effect on the Law School's recruit- 
ment of students, many of whom express a 
strong intenst in international law on their 
applications. On the f a d 5  side, the come 
has intensified the interaction at least among '- 

those teaching international and coqara- 
tive subjects. In particular, contributing to the 
teaching materiala has led those involved to take 

a greater interest in what others are duing. 
In addidon, sweral ferns haoe turned out 

'to be unfounded. On the didactic Iml, we 
have comc to r&e that m h h g  am- 

traditid-boundaries of public and private , 

international law is mu& easier than we had 
antidpated.The students have little or no 
trouble in that regard and simply address the 
problems put before &em with all the tools . 
available. As a logistical matter, it turned out 
that strffing four or five sections per year does 
nat seem to be a serious problem. A growing 
number of professors withiuternatiod and 
comparative interests ase b e w g  to realize 
that teaching the course is a great opportunity 
to learn matters ultimately important for their 
own work. 

Still, challenges and problems remain. 
Covering such broad material in very lit& time 
entails a constant struggle-against oversimplifi- 
cation and mperfiddity. A major problem here 
is that the course isbtlY limited to merely 
two credit hours, a decision made in order to 
ensure the availability of teaching resources for 
the course and to make it easier for students to 
take the course in their first year so that they 
could build on it in their second and third years. 
Those who have taughtTrmmiona Law agree 
yith these students 'that two haurs per week are 
irmdEtient. This is,pue not only because there 
is so much material but also because it is so 
different from the standard first-year fare that it 
takgs more time ta absorb it. 

Another concern is the effect of the course 
on student interest in the traditional upper- 
class iatmnafional and c~mpgpative law 
offerings. Id* the basic course should whet, 
the student's appetite and thus lead to greater 
interest in the more rpe&c!d areads. Yet, it 
b alao possible that msny s t~dwts  d l  take 

ody one in tmnat id  law cmse myway, axe 
 tidied wit% &e rcq- wvrse, and pmceed 

E d m  Ev-itl ht. C W ~ ,  hmgr1  iit lea;~t 
dl ddrm h W , b d  bibpmdde 
dx&,am. w=& at & e b l e l e d  othu issues 
rqvjnrm more esjmiam; dcMibm~r]a, and 
fmc-hYdng ; 
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i m ~ ~ d ~ g " F ~ ~ d  h as a mandatory 
dowse pn &edy beginning to W. Teacheri 
of ypr-clms C-BS we adrig nm, mare 

a m p l e  m p ~ ~  tbat wue bee avoided or i-: 
had st least regared th& excitic idius)map ', 

sies that they approatshed with great trepida- 
' ' 

tion. In contrast, those w b  have completed ',;- .: ' * 
Transnatiopd Law tend ta see intmnatiod - 

dimensions as fairly normal challenges that 
need to be &ced and tackled ju~t like any 
othas, idbeit with partid~r- ~ ~ p e c ! t i o n .  
As Professor CahrbeA.  MacXhmm put it 
reporting on her experience in teacling Sa 

- _ *  

EqualityY 'cMi&gm students now handle the' .' - 
internatimd materials in the course with perfect 
a p h b  instead of lookhrg b e  175 turned 
off tJ&dan se- at the &R QWZX~~CXI of the 

Interxmtbd COD-on oa. C i d  and Politid . 

Ri5hts:Thia L. il is ~ a d y  rhe wry it h u l d  be. - 

, W ,; 

i H Q B ~  E . T m .  Pr&ar of Lad' Mahias 
W. R & m ,  U.M. '83, m e i d  his basic lepl 
educatio. .- in Cammy @&~fkad&i i 978;~m~ur, 
1981). He is a ~roduiare $and hoJ& a d o c ~ ~ ~ &  

% (Dr. iur.. kif d 982)jon de Unimrsity ofFreiburg 
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