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Law School students work in
Detroit in a variety of ways in
addition to the Schools Program
in Legal Assistance for Urban
Communities. During new
student origntation, for example,
students regularly visit Detroit to
work on projects for Habitat for
Humanity, as students shown
here did last Fall.
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In ‘exciting, vibrant and legally challenging’ place

Robert Precht, Director of the Law
Schools Office of Public Service, sees
Detroit as an “exciting, vibrant and
legally challenging” place. Just the kind
of place, he believes, that law students
will find both enjoyable and stimulating
to work.

And he'd like to see more law
students do just that — while they're still
students.

“My feeling is that Detroit has been
historically an underutilized resource by
the University of Michigan,” he says. It is
Michigan’s largest, most complex urban
center. It has most of the pluses and
minuses of all big U.S. cities, but it also
has some very distinctive benefits: its
economic importance as the birthplace of
the American automobile industry, its
river border with Canada, its racially and

culturally diverse and dynamic
population, and its historical ties with
the labor and civil rights movements.

The sum of those parts makes the city
a significant laboratory for legal learning
and a satisfying site for public service
work, Precht says. Last Spring, his office
helped students sign on to work there as
volunteers with the Federal Defenders
Office, the Legal Aid & Defender
Association of Detroit, the State Appellate
Defender Office and the Sugar Law
Center for Economic and Social Justice.

In addition, Precht and the Public
Service Office supported Steve
Tobocman, '97, in his successful bid to
win a Skadden Fellowship to pursue
public interst work in Detroit. Tobocman
is working with Detroit agencies through
Michigan Legal Services.

Tobocman, who graduated last May
with a dual degree in law and public
policy, did 900 hours of volunteer work
with the Southwest Detroit Business
Association before graduating. He also

worked with clients in the Corktown and
core city areas through the Law School’s
Program in Legal Assistance to Urban
Communities.

“My goal is to service the legal needs
of community groups doing economic
development,” he says of his Skadden
Fellowship placement.

“The emphasis of our program is
service and inculcating public service
values which we hope will encourage
Michigan students to fulfill unmet legal
needs,” Precht says.

“Hopefully they will get in the habit of
doing service work while they are in law
school. Many lawyers are starved for
meaning and public service is one of the
best ways for lawyers to discover the
meaning of their profession.”
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