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THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL

Anyone looking for an overview of the
cutting edge topics in international and
comparative law need look no further
than the Law Schools annual International Law Workshop (ILW).
Coordinated by Assistant Professor
of Law Michael A. Heller, ILW each year
features a dozen or more scholars
from around the world who present
30-minute talks and then answer
questions from the audience. The talks
are open to students, faculty and staff of
the Law School and anyone interested
in the topic of the day
At deadline time, nine speakers were
scheduled to do programs during this
fall term. ILW was to begin Sept. 16
with Gerard Meehan, the European
Parliaments Principal Administrator for

the Director General for Research
discussing "EU Amsterdam Treat;:
Marking Time or Moving Forward?"
Other speakers in September, and their
subjects, were: Bruno Simma, Director of
the Institute of International Law and
Dean of the University of Munich Law
Faculty, speaking on "Reservations to
Human Rights Treaties: The Views from
Strasbourg and Geneva;" and Christine
Chinkin, Professor of International Law
at the London School of Economics of
the University of London, speaking on
"Alternative Dispute Resolution:
International Legal Developments."
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Here are the speakers for the remainder
of the fall term:

OCT. 14: Dr. Pieter van Dijk, Judge at
the European Court of Human Rights
and a Member of the Council of State of
the Netherlands, speaking on "Judicial
Review by the European Court of
Human Rights: Its Main Limitations."
OCT. 21: Catharine MacKinnon,
Professor of Law at the University of
Michigan Law School and a driving force
behind the growing legal recognition of
rape as a war crime, speaking on
"Gender-Based Crimes in International
Law."
OCT. 28: Jerome H. Reichman, Professor
of Law at Vanderbilt University Law
School, discussing "Global Competition
Under Intellectual Property Norms of the
TRIPS Agreement."
NOV. 11: Julie Roin, Professor of Law
at the University of Virginia Law School,
will speak on "International Implications
of the 1997 Tax Act."

Louis Henllin, Columbia University Law School
Professor Emeritus, fields a question after
addressing the Intemational Law Wor/1s/10p last
spring. Each year the Workshop features talks
by leading scholars from throughout the world
on subjects that are at the cutting edge of
intemational issues. At left at the front of the
room is Professor of Law Jase Alvarez and at
right is Assistant Professor of Law Michael A.
Helle,; coordinator of the Workshop.

NOV. 18: Iraqi communications
specialist Jabbar Al-Obaidi will discuss
"Flow of Information vs. Censorship in
the Middle East: The Constitutions and
People." He formerly was Professor of
Communication at Sara's University,
Yemen; Yamuuk University, Jordan; and
Baghdad University, Iraq.
DEC. 2: Dorothy Thomas, Director of the
Human Rights Watch Women's Rights
Project. Her subject was unavailable at
deadline time.
Meehan, Simma, Reichman and Roin
are Visiting Professors at the Law School.
Al-Obaidi is a research scholar at the
Law School. Winter term speakers will
be announced later.

Con£erences, symposia
offer participants
rare opportunities
High quality teaching, collegial
discussions and the overriding
atmosphere of intellectual inquiry that
mark the Law School mean that the
phrase "academic high" is merely a
description of standard operating
procedure. In this setting, however, there
are peaks of even more focused inquiry
by groups of people with shared
interests. These symposia and
conferences bring together scholars who
otherwise often cannot squeeze in the
time for discussions with the wide
ranging yet focused character of the
conversations and debates that occur at
these special gatherings.
Typically, the Law School year features
several major conferences and symposia
that provide discussants a rare
opportunity to talk directly and
continually with colleagues and offer
observers the even more rare opportunity
to watch these scholars in action with
each other. Here is a sampling of the
conferences and symposia approved or
proposed for the 1997 -98 academic year
at the Law School:

NOV. 7-9: Midwest Clinical Law
Conference. Clinical law specialists from
throughout the Midwest will gather for
plenary and small group sessions on how
clinics can increase access to legal
services for indigent people and how
new technology can aid this access;
quality control in a clinical setting and
how experiences of private firms, inhouse corporate counsels, defenders and
prosecutors can provide insights on
maintaining quality; and peer review in a
hierarchical setting where some people
have tenure or comparable job security
and others do not.
Continued an page 24

LAW QUADRANGLE NOTES FALL/WINTER

1997 23

BRIEFS
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NOV. 14-15: Physician-Assisted
Suicide: Questions After the Supreme
Court Has Answered. The U.S.
Supreme Court's decision last summer
that there is no constitutional right to
physician-assisted suicide was designed
to encourage continuing debate of the
issue, according to Chief Justice William
Rehnquist. A significant portion of that
debate will take place at the University of
Michigan in a conference jointly
sponsored by the Law School, the
University of Michigan Medical School
and the University's Program in Society
and Medicine. Papers from the
conference will be collected and
published by the University of Michigan
Press. Participants from the Law School
will include law professors Peter
Hammer, Yale Kamisar, Richard Pildes,
Donald H. Regan and Carl Schneider, '79.
Schneider has been working with the cosponsors to organize the conference. Also
participating will be Sonia Suter, a
Visiting Professor at the Law School last
year, and Christopher McCrudden, a
Visiting Professor in Winter Term 1997
and a Reader in Law, Oxford University
and Fellow, Lincoln College, Oxford.
According to Schneider, participants will
consider at least these questions:
• What does the Supreme Court
decision say?
• Was the decision correct as a
matter of constitutional law?
• How should we now think about
the ethical status of physicianassisted suicide and more generally
of euthanasia?
• What should medical practice in
this area now be?
• Which legal and political
institutions ought to have authority
to decide questions in this realm7
• How can this decision be
understood in its larger historical
and international context?
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NOV. 21: The Moskowitz Conference
on Taxation in an International
Economy. At deadline time , 15 scholars
from the Law School, the University of
Michigan School of Business Administration,
the University of Michigan Department
of Economics, law schools at Harvard ,
University of Virginia and Wayne State
University, and the University of North
Carolina School of Business had agreed
to participate. U-M Assistant Professor of
Law Kyle D. Logue, who is organizing
the conference, said that plans call for a
presentation of two papers in the
morning and two additional papers in
the afternoon. In addition to Logue,
participants from the Law School will
include Dean Jeffrey S. Lehman, '81;
Professor of Law Merritt B. Fox; and
Assistant Professor of Law Michael
Heller. The conference is being
sponsored by the Law School and the
School of Business Administration with
funding from the Louis and Myrtle
Moskowitz Fund , which sponsors an
annual professorship that rotates between
the Law School and the School of
Business Administration. Robert A.
Sullivan Professor of Law James J. White
served as the Louis and Myrtle
Moskowitz Research Professor in
Business and Law during the 1996-97
academic year. Attendance is by invitation.
FEBRUARY 21, 1998: Asian-American
Critical Race Theory and the Law.
Organizers say this conference is the first
in which the legal aspects of critical race
theory will be analyzed from the AsianAmerican perspective. Critical race
theory, which deals with how concepts of
race affect members of racial groups,
usually is applied to African-Americans
and Native Americans. "We're trying to
open up a potentially rich field of
research," organizers of this conference
say. Participants will discuss issues like
Asian-American Women, Affirmative
Action and the Asian-American,
Immigration and other issues. The
conference is sponsored by the Asian
Pacific-American Law Students
Association and the Law School.

MARCH 20-21: Jury Reform
Symposium: Do Juries Work? A project
of the University of Michigan Journal of
Law Reform, the symposium "will include
topics such as jury nullification, race,
juror decision rule and the ethics and
proper role of jury consultation,"
organizers say. Several recent events have
pointed up changes in the form and use
of juries: a recent videotape in which a
district attorney told junior prosecutors
to try to avoid African-American jurors in
a case involving an African-American
defendant; the use of juries in "bold and
imaginative ways" such as for summary
jury trials and private juries; CBS News'
recent visit behind jury doors for the
television report "Inside the Jury Room;"
recent state experimentation with jury
size and the unanimity rule; the O.].
Simpson trials. Overall, organizers say,
the symposium will focus on "whether
juries can continue to function
appropriately as an effective body for
deciding cases, and in which ways juries
can be reformed to be fairer, more
efficient and more democratic."
At deadline time, the Law School's
Journal and Symposia Committee also
was evaluating proposals for conferences/
symposia on Hispanic issues, eroding
protections for the poor and the new
Superfund for environmental cleanup.
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Signing OnMarie R. Deveney, '84, and author
Kathryn Horste renew their
acquaintance du,ring the autograph
party in May for Horstd new booh
The Michigan Quadrangle:
Architecture and Origins, published
last sp,ing by the University of
Michigan Press. Deveney, an attorney
with Dylwna Gossett in Ann Arbo,;
taught at the Law School from
1986-91. Horste wrote the text for the
booh; most contempora,y color photos
in the volume are by Ga,y Quesada.
The cover photo of this issue of Law
Quadrangle Notes is from the book.
Photos from the booh also appeared 011
the covers in Summer 1997 and Spring
1996 and 011 the inside bac/1 cover in
Spring 1997. For price and other
ordering infonnation, contact:
University of Michigan Press
839 Greene Street
Ann Arbo,; MI 48106-1104
Telephone: 313.764.4392
Fax: 800.876.1922

djentzen@umich.edu

Up In Smokeln a presentation to Professor of Law Richard D. Friedman's Introduction to Civil Procedure class in August, Indiana Attorney
General Jeffrey A. Modisett describes the action that his state has filed against the tobacco indust,y and the proposed
$360 billion agreement with the induslly that Congress is conside,ing. Modisett explained that in the suit that it filed in
Februa,y 1997, Indiana drew 011 statuto,y law and common law for the nine causes of action it alleges against the tobacco
industry: conspiracy; agreement to restrain trade; deceptive acts and practices; unjust enrichment; indemnity; negligence;
intentional breach of assumed duty; criminal mischief; and nuisance. Modisett said when he spoke at the Law School in
August that 40 states had filed similar suits. At the federal level, he said, ''I'm pushing the settlement in Congress," but he
noted that the much publicized agreement that negotiators for the tobacco i11dust1y and their opponents hammered out and
signed earlier this year "is not a settlement. This is a guideline for a pmposed settlement." Congress will mahe the final
decision, he said. "What the tobacco indust,y gets out of this, at least for a time, is financial prrdictability," he said.
LAW QUADRANGLE NOTES FALL/WINTER
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Career Questions Law School career services professionals from universities in
the Midwest, East and South gathered at the University of
Michigan Law School in June to share insights and discuss the
issues that they face in their work. Here, at left, Karen
~omstocl1, Director of Career Seniices and Placement
Development at Cornell Law School, has the floor as she
makes a point during one of the discussions. Listening are:
Harriet Robi11Son of Yale Law School, Jo-Ann Verrier of the
University of Pennsylvania Law School, Gihan Fernandez of
Cornell Law School, and Diddy Monis of the University of
Virginia School of Law. Below, other participants listen in; from
left are Pamela H. Pilch, University of Michigan Law School;
Paul Woo, University of Chicago Law School; Suzanne M.
Mitchell, '82, University of Chicago Law School; and Susan
Kalb Weinberg, '88, Director of Career Services at the Law
School and 01ganizer of the conference. Among the topics that
participants discussed were minority programming, cou11Seling
the bottom 25 percent of the class, international degree
recipients, judicial clerkships, job satisfaction and self
assessment, the Internet and alumni services.

Okun named Assistant Dean of Development/Alumni Relations
Kathy A. Okun, who holds
three degrees from the
University of Michigan, has
been named the Law Schools
new Assistant Dean of
Development and Alumni
Relations.
Okuns official starting date
at the Law School is Oct. 1. In
her new post she will provide
policy and administrative
direction for development and
26

alumni rel;itions activities and
work with Dean Jeffrey S.
Lehman, '81, and the faculty
and graduates to fashion longterm goals for development
and alumni programs.
Okun had been Director of
the Office of Trusts and
Bequests for the University of
Michigan since 1994. She
received her Ph.D. from the
U-M in 1981 in higher, adult
and continuing education.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL

She received her AM. in
educational administration in
1975 and her A.B. in history
and elementary education
in 1973.
Most of Okuns professional
career has been at the
University of Michigan. She
was Associate Director of the

Office of Trusts and Bequests
from 1992-94. She directed
development and alumni
programs at the School of
Nursing from 1986-92 and
for the School of Social Work
from 1983-86. She also has
worked as a Program
Development Specialist with
the Washtenaw Council
for Children.
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Keeping the Meter
Running"I learned a lot from this case,"
Charlotte Johnson, '88, Director of
Academic Services, explains of Detroit
Metropolitan Airport Taxicab
Association v. County of Wayne,
which she entered in 1988, when it
was three years old. The case dealt
with Taxicab Association members'

opposition to Wayne County efforts to
upgrade Metropolitan Airport facilities
and service. "If properly used, the
rules of discovery can help assist you
on a case," Johnson explained during
her tal/1 to students in August. As for
deposition taking, "You want to know
as much about your case as possible
before you go for a deposition." An
attorney with limited experience can
mal1e himself the equal of a veteran
attorney by diligently preparing for a
case, she said. What finally broke the
logjam in the case was the trial judges
decision to set a trial date: "After five
years, he set a trial date. That was the
only thing that moved people to wor/1
seriously toward a settlement of
the case."

Election law project on hold
Last summer's coup in
Cambodia (see sto,y on page
28) apparently has shelved
meaningful in-country
evaluation of the Draft
National Election Law that
University of Michigan Law
School students spent much
of the past academic year
developing.
The two-volume draft law
and accompanying report, a
product of the Law Schools
Pro Bono Cambodia project,
still is being translated into
Khmer, according to Assistant
Professor Peter Hammer, who
oversees the project. There are
few electoral documents
published in Khmer, and the
translated draft law will be a
valuable addition at some
future date when and if
Cambodia forges an election
law, Hammer says.

Election law discussion was
underway when Second
Premier Hun Sen toppled First
Premier Prince Norodom
Ranariddh last July Sen, a
former Khmer Rouge leader,
lost the 1993 elections that
were organized and overseen
by the United Nations. But he
refused to accept the results
and eventually came to share
power with the elected winner,
Prince Ranariddh.
Ranariddh left Cambodia
during the coup and at
deadline time had not
returned, although his army
remained intact and had
retreated to the northwestern
part of the country
Under terms of the U.N.
supervision of the 1993
elections, new elections are to

be held by 1998. But now "its
uncertain if there will be any
election," says Hammer. "What
is certain is that if there is an
election it will be heavily
slanted toward the CPP
[Cambodian Peoples Party, led
by Hun Sen]."
The Election Law Project
is the work of nearly a dozen
Law School students: Chi
Carmody, Meg DeRonghe,
Andrea Freudenberg, John
Humphrey, Laura Hutcheson,
Scott Llewellyn, James Myers,
John Yatchisin, Kathryn Youel
and LL.M. candidates Michael
Aguinaldo and Clarence Trocio
of the Philippines.
The students brought "an
incredibly rich" mixture of
experience and enthusiasm to
their work, Hammer reports.
"Their hard work, dedication

and commitment was
inspirational."
"They were one of the
brightest and most diligent
groups of students I have had
the privilege of working with
at Michigan," he adds.
After students completed
the draft law last March, it was
forwarded to the Cambodian
Institute for Human Rights for
distribution to Cambodian
government leaders, policymakers and others in the
country Translation into
Khmer began over the
summer and is continuing,
Hammer says.
'To my knowledge,"
Hammer says, "it's the only
comprehensive proposal that is
out there .... My objective is
less to have this law adopted
than to have a law adopted."
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