




















Basketball
Tournament

All interested parties should take
note that the sign up sheet for the an-
nual Law School basketball tournament
is now posted on the first floor of Legal
Research. The tournament will be held
early next term: the weekends of
January 17 and 24. We would like to get
all teams signed up before the Christ-
mas break.

Spaces are limited for this tour-
nament, so it is to your advantage to
sign up early. Teams will be able to en-
ter next term only if there is space

Heisman

The real purpose of this article was to
discuss the Heisman trophy. The local
experts of row 90 felt that Mark Herr-
mann effectibely eliminated himself
from competition by his total reliance
on the 5 yard completion against
Michigan and the resulting 4 intercep-
tions. I would agree. Michigan may
have been the best defensive team
Herrmann had to contend with, but
that’s hardly an excuse for looking
terrible.

I have to wonder who the viable can-
didates for the Heisman are.
Realistically, you have to eliminate a
lot of truly excellent players just
because of the positions which they
play. George Lilja of Michigan, Hugh
Green of Pittsburgh, E. J. Junior of
Alabama and Ken Easley of UCLA are
all magnificent players, but lineman
and defensive backs don't have a grip
on the glory positions. there are
numerous others whose talent is con-
cealed merely because they don’t get a
chance to show their ability play after
play or with impressive scoring
statistics. (If any non-offensive back
were to win the Heisman this year,
Hugh Green would be my favorite.)

Other factors beside position go into
the Heisman determination. Class is no
minor consideration. Somehow the
voters like the idea that the nation’s b
est college football player is a senior.
National publicity is also essential.

The individuals who vote for the
trophy are.typically a diverse group,
and the more often you see someone’s
name in print, the more likely you are
toimagine that he’s good. A related fac-
tor in this is your team record. It's not
easy to win a Heisman unless your
team goes somewhere, Although this
may be related to the idea that the best
college football player will “make’ the
team, it’s not entirely fair, but almost
always true,

available at that time. A twelve dollar
deposit will be required to be paid
before teams may play. It will be
refunded if the team supplies referees
for other games.

This year’s tournament will be double
elimination all the way through. As a
result, teams will be expected to play
more than one game on days in which
they win. There will be both a men's
and women’s division. Trophies will be
awarded for both.

Hunches

DESPITE THE NUMBER of talented
quarterbacks, I don’t think a signal
caller will nab the trophy this year. The
player with the best shot at quarater-
back is probably Art Schlichter. He has
a solid team to support him and three
years of outstanding press coverage
behind him. Poor teams hinder in-
dividual standouts like Rich Campbell
of California and Tim Clifford of In-
diana. Schlichter is howver only a
junior. Also, his team has lost the Big
Ten championship on a day when he
completed something like 35 per cent of
his passes. A Rose Bowl berth and a
'wgt win over Michigan certainly would
have aided his cause,

In this football year, I think a running
back will win the Heisman (N.B. a run-
ning back has won it every year for the
last nine). George Rogers looks to me
like a tailor made candidate. He is a
senior and he plays for a respectable
team which anchored a bowl bid. He's
had national publicity for very solid
performances against both Michigan
and top ranked Georgia. He's among
the nation's leaders in rushing yardage
and comprises a one man attack for the
South Carolina Gamecocks. His
presence turns a mediocre team into a
great team.

Rogers won't waltz away with the
competition, I'm sure. Jarvis Redwine
of Nebraska has one of the highest yar-
ds gained per attempt averages in the
country. He also plays for a top ranked
school. Amos Lawrence of North
Carolina has a shot with his outstanding
three hundred plus yard performance
earlier this season. Freeman McNeil is
also among the nation’'s leading run-
ners on a UCLA team which has
knocked off opponents like Ohio State,
Purdue, and USC. Unfortunately for
McNeil, his team won't see any post
season action because of their
probation status.
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Recently, the feisty Law Gold team
pulled its way into a second place finish
in the Intramural wrestling tour-
nament’s graduate division. The team
had a turnout of six participants, the
highest total in two years, and easily
defeated the third place opposition.
Larry Abel won the individual title in
the 145 pound weight class to wind up as
Gold's only ultimate champion.

One of the highlights of the event
featured the display of Matt Green, one
man team. Matt (allegedly through
clerical error) was signed up as the
Law Dogs. He was the only member
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- One Man Team

signed up for that team but ms
wrestling expertise brought him into
the finals and a second place finish in
the 160 pound weight class. By this ef-
fort, Matt tied for third among all
graduate teams with the highly touted
MBA Blue competitors. The word is out |
that Matt is planning to enter the up-
coming basketball competition as a one
man team following his remarkable
success in this contest.

Congratulations should be extended
to all participants who managed to keep
Law Gold close to the awesome Dental
school squad.

Final

The last Sports Poll of the year was won
by John McDermott, a well known
South Dakota sympathizer. The sports
editor would like to thank all of you for
your participation this vear. I hope that
this traditionwill be continued in the
future.

The sports section will no longer be in

Notes

my hands. I'm off to California to get a
Western perspective on the sports
scene but Phil Dutt has volunteered to
take my place in this magnificent
chronicle. Any suggestions for changes
on this page should now be addressed to
him.
George Schisler
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For god’s sake, get out?

by George Cole

In the next three weeks, most of us
will be going through an experience
that will severely test us. (Pun inten-
tional.) Insomnia, tension, irritability,
and depression will join together until a
veritable pall descends over the con-
fines of Hutchins Hall and the Quad. It
is predominantly at this point
(especially for first-year students) that
the idea of quitting law school seems to
become salient. Why not quit? For, af-
ter all, that way you would get out of
exams.

A number of reasons will almost in-
stantly be raised by the Deans, faculty,
and fellow students against this
question, ‘‘proving’’ that quitting would
be wrong. The result of this is that most
(95+ %) students at the University of
Michigan Law School do indeed
finish their three-year stint. (For en-
couragement, the percentage who ac-
tually fail is very, very, very low.) Most
often, though, the option of leaving the
pursuit of a J.D. is not treated as a
serious, meaningful, actual option
which can have value and sense—in-
stead it is treated lightly as a choice of
“weaklings" or as a choice raised for
protest’s sake. No one has ever, that I
know of or have heard of, seriously
supported or at least examined this op-
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tion: the institutions are here to get you
through, after all.

Since one of the requirements of legal
analysis is the ability to take both sides
of an issue with equal concern, it strikes
me as a bit odd that the pressures to
finish a legal education at this school
are so one-sided. Since the tuition
money (which supports the Law School
to a substantial degree, therefore the
faculty and administrators ) would halt
if a student drops out, the institution
has a vested interest in the student's
continuation of his/her studies. It is a
question that probably has occurred to
every law student during their legal
education—it deserves serious con-
sideration!

After all, if you do quit, you no longer
will have to spend the remainder of the
three years required for a J.D. or the
thousands (or tens of thousands if out-
of-state) of dollars that Law School
requires. You free yourself to seek
other options, career patterns, or per-

continued from page 5
and hard workers. [ agree with David

Schreier on his categories of law '

library groupies (except for Mike M.D.
and Doris D.D.S.). David accurately
describes Suzie Soc., Paul Poli Sci,
mary MRS and Mitch Malpractice.
However, there are those of us studen-
ts, upper level if you please, who cannot
concentrate in the UGLI, Grad, Dental
or Medical libraries swarming with
vippie undergrads. The law library not
only provides a conducive atmosphere
for studying, but a convement lication
for those living on the south side of
campus.

If the law library was full of diligent
law students studying seriously in
every chair, I agree, that is a reason to
restrict the library to law students. But,
since so many law students need not
study, except around exam time, and
since they have so few class hours, they
have time enough during the day to
complete their work. As a result there
are many chairs in the evening hours
(this was not degrading to law studen-
ts: many work hard, but many do not).

Those student who value a nice
library and spend many hours in deep
concentration (including Mike M.D.
and Doris D.D.S.) should appreciate
the opportunity and privilege of
studying at the law library.

Putting this whole thing in the social
perspective, which we all require in or-
der to be well-rounded individuals, you
law students need diverse, exciting and
well-rounded people in your midst. You
law students will drive each other crazy
if you are left alone, expecially if you
are left alone in a half empty library.

An Appreciative

Reading Room Regular
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sonal goals that would be shunted aside
(some forever!) by your pursuit of the
U of M Diploma. (And the guarantee of
the monstrosity of the “Bar Exam" if
you do wish to become a lawyer solely
for the titular status.) You will be
spared the remaining traumas
heralded in the ‘‘scared to death,
worked to death, bored to death”
algorithm. You can start seeing much
more of friends, loves, possibly family.
For those who came straight through,
your adolescence can finally be ended,
and you will enter the “‘real world’' and
start learning through the valuable, if
inexplicable, process known as ‘‘ex-
perience.”” If you get a job, you can
even be earning money! Maybe not as
much as you would as a lawyer—but in-
flation will not be as heavy an effect on
your salary level/disposable real in-
come, and you have ‘X’ more years
worth. And very, very, few of the
lawyers in this country truly get *‘rich”
as lawyers—although U of M grads are
a slightly higher proportion of that
group than, for example, John Marshall
grads.

To have a student consider, or
discuss, the idea of quitting seriously, is
seen as a threat by most law-education-
oriented people. Because that student is
raising the possibility that a legal
education is wrong. This threatens the
investment in time, energy, and com-
mitment in public made by their fellow
students and faculty, because it raises
the potential that their efforts will be
perceived as wasteful and foolish. (The
threat of having made an incorrect
assessment and decision will be the
more ego-threatening the more a per-
son depends on a self-worth based on
high intelligence.

To an academic, the phrase "if you're
so smart, why ain't you rich?" is not
nearly as vile an insult as the phrase *“If
you're so smart, why'd you make such
a dumb mistake?” Furthermore, the
student raises the possibility that there
is not only a value to be found in life
other than the Law (perhaps Self-Calm,
or Family), but a system of judging
values superior to the Law. The next
step is to suggest that there are Rights
other than those found in the Con-
stitution or Common Law, perhaps!
From whence, anarchy cometh. If a
faculty member has spent his life lear-
ning the Law, then learning how to
teach it, he has made a powerful
statement to himself and others that he
considers the Law to be important. A
student who proposed to quit would be
intimating that the Law either is less
important than something else, or
perhaps just “‘irreverent.'*

It is a lot easier to denigrate the per-
son threatening your values (‘“‘law

students who quit are weaklings) or
the alternative values they present as
worthy of pursuit (*‘family just isn’t as
Giobally Meaningful as Law is to
Humanity™), than it is to admit to the
possible validity of the person’s
judgment and values, measure
them—according to their own ter-
ms—and accepl that, for that person.
your convictions, lifestyle, and values
are not superior.

But as students, can't we demand
that faculty and deans, who have more
experience (and on average, greater
wisdom), honestly and fully perform
these difficult tasks? Doesn’t the con-
cept of “‘hypothesis-testing” which lies
behind a lot of legal analysis require
that this be done? Shouldn’t the
question, “Why not quit?" be one that
faculty ought to face from every
student paying tuition?

It may be that the strain of law school
is so great that by admitting this doubt
has validity (however much it may
deserve it) will result in increasing
numbers of failures/drop outs. Does
that speak against the value of the
question—or of the system producing
the strain? Systems of beliefs that can-
not admit of doubt during indeoc-
trination tend to be rigid, unrelated to
reality, and ultimately discarded by
society. However, before there is a rush
to Dean Ecklund’s office, let me point
out some prosai(‘. common-sense ap-
proaches to this question.

First, periods of stress (finals) and
times of emotional depression (ditto)
are not noted for calm, reasonable,
stable decision-making. The problem is
worsened if a person is in need of sleep.
Second, priorities of tasks have to be
established with the desire to keep op-
tions open—if you might want to con-
tinue, you really do have to pass those
finals! Third, a sense of proportion is
required whenever value-judgments
are made—or at least, a sense of
humor. The idea is to be able to see both
sides at once. Last, I wish to point out
that I have answered this question in
favoring of continuing my legal
education—many times. Circumstan-
ces may change beyond our control. If
you're tired, and looking for the easy
way out, and think quitting is the “easy
way out’” you obviously haven’t con-
sidered the question ““Why quit?”’
enough to establish any reason in faver
of that action—you just don’t want to
continue (but you did start here . . .
what changed?) Something in each of
us brought us here, from interest in the
law, to a desire for justice, to pure
greed, to a search for a stable income,
at a higher level than union wages.

But is that still a valid answer to the
question, ‘“Why not Quit?”’
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