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Lea's gift endows chair 
L. Bates Lea, '49, has endowed a 

professorship in international law with a 
gift of $750,000 to the Law School. 

The income from the endowment 
fund will pay the costs incurred in 
inviting faculty members from foreign 
educational institutions to teach and do 
research at the Law School. 

Lea, a long-time friend and volunteer 
to the Law School and a member of its 
Chicago Major Gifts Committee, saw a 
growing need to strengthen students' 
knowledge of international legal systems. 
"Much of our country's future is inter
twined with the rest of the world. A great 
institution like the University of Michi
gan Law School is in a superb position to 
participate in this developing process of 
interdependence in a very positive way," 
Lea wrote in making the gift. 

Lea is former vice president and 
general counsel of Amoco in Chicago. 

Three faculty tenured 
Three faculty members earned tenure 

and promotions from the U-M Board of 
Regents. 

Richard Pildes was named professor 
of law; Suellyn Scarnecchia was pro
moted to clinical professor of law; and 
A very Katz was named professor of law 
and adjunct associate professor of 
economics. 

Pildes, who joined the faculty in 
1988, teaches courses in constitutional 
law, public law and the history of 
American legal thought. He also has 
taught extensively in the Law School's 
innovative New Section, which offers a 
more interdisciplinary and practical 
approach to first-year legal education. 

Pildes has written on a wide range of 
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subjects, including legal philosophy, 
public policy, democratic theory, 
pornography and voting rights. In 
addition to his academic writing, he 
frequently contributes articles on legal 
subjects to the popular press. 

He has served as counsel in the U.S. 
Supreme Court on behalf of an array of 
state and local government organizations 
and as advisor to the Constitutional 
Drafting Commission for the government 
of Nepal. He has been an invited lecturer 
at many law schools, including Colum
bia, Georgetown, Yale, Houston, Texas, 
Chicago and Wayne State. 

He graduated magna cum laude from 
Harvard Law School in 1983, where he 
was Supreme Court note editor and 
articles editor of the Harvard Law 
Review. He served a clerkship with Chief 
Judge Abner J. Mikva of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit in 1983-
84 and with U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall in 1984-85. Before 
joining the Michigan faculty, he practiced 
law in Boston with Foley, Hoag and 
Eliot. 

Scarnecchia's interests are in gender 
bias, family law and children's issues. For 
the last year, she and her students in the 
Child Advocacy Law Clinic have been 
immersed in a high-profile custody battle 
(seep. 20). She earned her law degree at 
U-M in 1981 and practiced employment 
discrimination law with McCroskey, 
Feldman, Cochrane and Brock, P.C., in 
Battle Creek, Mich. She was named 
partner in 1985 and joined the Law 
School's clinic faculty in 1987. In 1990, 
she first offered the Women and the Law 
Clinic to students. 

Katz graduated summa cum laude 
from the U-M with a bachelor's degree in 
economics. He earned master's and 

doctoral degrees in economics and a law 
degree at Harvard University. He joined 
the U-M faculty as an adjunct assistant 
professor of law in 1986. 

Katz teaches contracts, commercial 
law and economic analysis of the law and 
has taught in the New Section. His 
courses focus on contracting parties' 
commercial and economic objectives and 
how laws regulate the pursuit of those 
objectives. He has written about contract 
remedies, the rules of offer and accep
tance and the duty to read the fine print in 
contracts, all from an economic perspec
tive. He has been invited to lecture at 
Columbia, Georgetown University, 
University of Chicago, Yale, Harvard, 
Stanford and University of California
Los Angeles. He was the Olin Faculty 
Research Fellow at Yale in 1990. 
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