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Revival of environmentalism
First national ELS conference spawns new organization
Environmentalism is alive and well
among law tudents, as demonstrated by a recent gathering of
over 150 tudents from 42 law
school across the country. The
three day event, "Facing the
Future: the Environmental Law
Student," was hosted by the U-M
Law School's Environmental Law
Society. A an outgrowth of the
conference, the National Association of Environmental Law
Societies (NAELS) was formed.
NAELS will network the law
schools through a quarterly newsletter and computer bulletin board .
The conference was the first of
its kind, focusing on the various
ways that individuals committed to
the environment can direct their
commitment before and after graduation from law school. A series of
panel discussions explored the profes ion of environmental law as it
exists in very discrete sectors of society: government, public interest,
corporate practice, and plaintiff's
practice. A lively dialogue took
place between professionals representing the corporate viewpoint,
on the one hand, and those representing the public interest, on the
other. William Weber, the attorney
in charge of environmental affairs
for General Motors, staunchly defended the environmental ethics
of hi corporation. Similarly, Ron
Janke, director of environmental
law for Jone , Day, Reavis and
Pogue, one of the world's largest
law firms, tried to dispel the notion that tudents must compromise their principles in order
to repre ent a corporate client.
The resp nse to the corporate
viewpoint was equally inten e.
John B nine, a profes or at the
Univer ity of Oregon Law School,
related an incident about industry
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donors pressuring the Oregon Law
School to stop its litigation clinic
from filing actions against corporate interests. Lori Potter, director
of the Sierra Club Legal Defense
Fund, Rocky Mountain Region,
insisted "when you work for a
corporate firm you'll do hundreds
of things you'll never remember,
but when you work for a public interest firm you'll do hundreds of
things you'll never forget."
The corporate-public interest
dialogue was balanced by some
thoughtful views put forth by environmental lawyers from state and
federal government. Mark Greenwood, assistant general counsel
at the Environmental Protection
Agency, gave the impression that
government employees work very
hard to integrate environmentalism into the democratic process .
An animated exchange of ideas
between the members of the various student groups took place on
issues pertaining to basic organizational techniques, fund raising

methods and the myriad projects
which the ocieties conduct. Notable from students was an apparent
broad revival of interest in environmental law. At a large number of
the schools represented, individual
societies had never existed or had
become dormant in the early 80s
and have been restored to an active
status within the past two years.
As a followup, the University
of Colorado was chosen to host a
similar event in 1989 and the ELS
at the University of South Carolina
made a commitment to edit the
NAE LS newsletter for 1988-89.
A thank-you note received by the
Michigan ESL after the conference
from students at Stanford sums up
the experience: "We're still high
from the conference and inspired
to spread ,~he good energy back
here . ..
ELS members at Michigan are
considering organizing a reunion
for all past members, tentatively
to be held next fall.
Pat Gallagher, '90 and John Noonan,' 89

One of the panels included Dean Spencer, Massachussetts Dept. of Environmental Quality;
William Howard, senior vice president, National Wildlife Federation; and Lori Potter, Sierra
Club Legal Defense Fund.
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Melting pot revisited
Symposium aims at facilitating coalition building
"The Melting Pot Revisited" was
the title of a symposium organized
by representatives from the Hispanic, Asian-American, Black,
American Indian, lesbian and gay,
and women law student groups.
The conference, held at the Law
School the weekend of March 19,
was aimed at uncovering the differences and commonalities between
the groups to facilitate coalition
building.
The unified effort to heigh ten
minority awareness on the U-M
campus was the brainchild of two
law ;tudents, Roy Esnard and
Kevin McClanahan, after the
occurrance of several nationally
publicized racist incidents at the
university last year. Esnard and
McClanahan were able to coalesce
a 12-member committee comprised
of two representatives from each of
the minority groups at the Law
School. After months of planning,
the committee chose six speakers
to represent the concerns of individual member groups.
The weekend symposium included a speech by each guest
speaker, followed by a reception on
Saturday evening and a panel discussion to tie the previous day's
discussion together on Sunday. The
speakers in order of appearance
were Rudy Acuna, Donald Tamaki,
Phyllis Alexander, Velma Mason,
David Scondrass, and Cynthia
Robbins.
Rudy Acuna, professor of
Chicano studies at the University
of California-Northridge, addressed what he called "the
oppressive classification" of Spanish-speaking people as "Hispanic."
The term "Hispanic," he said, is a
word of European origin that fails

to include the indigenous and African constituency of the Spanishspeaking community. Acuna opts
for the word "Latino."

Donald K. Tamaki , attorney of record in
Korematsu v. United States, was one of the
MASC speakers.

Donald Tamaki, the attorney
of record in the reopening of
Korematsu v. United States, discussed the historical background of
the case and the withholding of information by the U.S. government
that led to its reopening . Tamaki's
speech concentrated on the internment of Japanese-Americans
during World War II.
Phyllis Alexander, civil rights
coordinator of Iowa City, spoke
on her experience working with
the coalition of Women Against
Racism. The key to coalition build-

s
ing, she stated, is to remember that
each group's oppression parallels
that of other groups and is not
hierarchical. This mindset, she
noted, promotes cooperation and
prevents placing one group's objectives above those of other groups.
Velma Mason, the director
of Indian education in the U.S.
Department of Education, spoke
on the problems facing Indian
youth with respect to their adaptation to the mainstream. She
emphasized the need for white
America to recognize the bicultural
experience of Native Americans .
She also stressed the importance of
Indian identity as the key to a welladjusted educated American
Indian.
David Scondrass, an openly gay
Boston city councilman, discussed
the gay and lesbian movement and
its constituency. Scondrass discussed the negative views of the
majority towards the gay and lesbian community. He countered
these views by stressing that
gays and lesbians were a part of
the American community, were
significant individuals, and were
not anti-family.
Cynthia Robbins, a public defender from Washington, D. C .,
spoke about her past experience
with coalitions and stressed the
importance of building coalitions
in order to learn about other
groups and increase participation.
The six speakers encouraged
coalition building through a
recognition of the objectives and
differences of each group. The
weekend shed an optimistic light
on the future of HLSA, AALSA,
AILSA, LGLS, and WLSA working together to create a more harmonious academic community.

Anita Santos, '89
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Racism in the ivory tower?
Symposium, banquet highlight tenth annual BLSA reunion
Issues of minority hiring in academia were the focus of a symposium sponsored by the Black Law
Students Alliance on March 25 and
26. The event, which featured some
of the most prominent Blacks in
legal education, coincided with the
Tenth Annual Butch Carpenter Banquet and Black Alumni Reunion .
This year's reunion was dedicated
to the memory of the late Professor
Wade H . McCree, Jr.
The symposium, entitled "Issues
of Racism in the Ivory Tower,"
began with an opening address
Friday evening by David Neely, assistant dean of the John Marshall
School of Law. The following day
consisted of a series of lectures,
question and answer periods, and
panel discussions addressing issues of minority participation in
legal academia. The first speaker
was Anita Allen, Georgetown Uni-

Professor Joseph Vining chatted with law
student Kecia Boney and alumnus Tany
Powell (J.D. '87) before the banquet.
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versity Law Center, who lectured
and led a discussion on the question
of "Why Academics?" She was followed by James Jones, University of
Wisconsin Law School, who spoke
and led a question and answer session on "Getting into Academics:
the Concerns and Dilemmas."
A panel discussion on "Nontraditional Paths into Academia"
featured Michigan professors
Sallyanne Payton and Frederick
Schauer, together with Norman
Amaker, Loyola University- Chicago School of Law. The final panel
featured Derrick Bell, Harvard Law
School; Edward Littlejohn, Wayne
State Law School; and Richard
Delgado, University of California
at Davis, discussing "The Significance of Race."

The weekend culminated in the
Butch Carpenter Scholarship Banquet featuring a keynote speech by
Derrick Bell. The address drew
from his highly acclaimed new
work, And We Are Not Saved: The
Elusive Quest for Racial Justice.
The Butch Carpenter Memorial
Fund was established in memory
of Alden J. "Butch" Carpenter, a
Michigan football star who died
of cardiac arrest after entering the
Law School. Each year scholarships
are awarded to disadvantaged law
students who have demonstrated
an inclination to practice business
law and who plan to use their legal
training to assist a community in
need of development. This year's
scholarship recipients are Jocelyn
Rouse and Robin French.

Keynote speaker Derrick Bell, Harvard University Law School (right) met with Wayne State
Law School Professor Edward Littlejohn before the banquet.
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Perspectives on American
Indian education
AILSA conference brings educators, pow wow to the U-M
The American Indian Law Students
Association (AILSA) sponsored the
annual American Indian Law Day
on March 11 and 12 at the Ann Arbor Holiday Inn West. This year1s
theme was Indian education.
On Friday the 11th, Dr. William
Demmert, a Tinglet Indian and
commissioner of education for
Alaska, presented the state perspective on Indian education. Dr.
Earl Barlow, a Blackfoot Indian and
regional director of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Minneapolis, MN,
then presented the federal government's position.
The Indian Law Day program
concluded on Saturday the 12th

with a traditional, tribal, and
historical perspective on Indian
education given by John Mohawk,
a member of the Seneca Nation and
lecturer in American Studies at the
State University of New York at
Buffalo. All three speakers advocated Indian-run education
programs as one response to the
underrepresentation of American
Indians in higher education . Indian Law Day is one of the programs AILSA presents in an
attempt to educate the public
on the American Indian.
Jeff Crawford, '88

Scenes from the 16th Annual Ann Arbor
Pow Wow.

◄
John Mohawk, lecturer in American
studies at SUNY, was the keynote speaker
at a brunch held at the Holiday Inn West
in conjunction with Indian Law Day.
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Debates, speakers, panels, sports
An overview of winter and spring events

Aaron Kirschenbaum, a
professor and chair of the
Department of Jewish
~ Law at Tel Aviv Univer5.: sity, spoke on Israel's
~ newly proposed constitution last February.

f

~:,-

~::,

~

c::;

'<

Richard Gephardt, U.S. Congressman from
Missouri (]. D. '65 ), presented a policy
speech at the Law Sclwol last March while
campaigning for the Democratic presidential nomination.

Ann Mayer, associate professor of legal
studies at The Wharton Sclwol, University
of Pennsylvania, spoke on "Interpretation
in a Transitional Stage of Legal Culture the Changing Meanings of Islamic Law" at
the Law Sclwol in March. Her lecture was
the second of a series of lectures on Islamic
Law sponsored by the Law School and the
Center for Near Eastern and North African
Studies.
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Yong-Won Kim~ public P:Osecut?r, South Kor~an 0inistry of Justice (left); Shiyan Zeng,
atto~n~y, Peoples Republzc,?f ~hzna; and '(ukzo Kaz , prosecutor, Japanese Ministry of Justice,
partzczpated zn a panel on ½sian Perspectives on the Criminal Law, " in the Lawyers Club
Lounge. The panel was sponsored by the International Law Society.
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The thirty-first series of Cook Lectures on
American Institutions last March featured
David Brion Davis, Sterling Professor of
History at Yale University, who spoke in
Hutchins Hall on "Exodus and African
Colonization ."

Suellyn Scarnecchia (left), a professor in the
U-M's Child Advocacy Clinic, and alumna
Jean King, J. D. '68, local attorney and chair
of the Washtenaw County A.C.L. U. , led a
discussion on women's issues in the second
in a series of alternative practices conferences at the Law School last January.
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