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The letters of Holmes and Wu
A correspondence bridging two cultures and four generations
In 1920, John C.H. Wu, a 22 yearold Chinese graduate of the
Suzhou Comparative Law School
of China, came to Ann Arbor to
pursue the Doctor of Jurisprudence degree at the U-M. Praised
by one of his teachers as a prodigy, Wu did graduate work at the
Sorbonne, the University of Berlin, and Harvard Law School after
receiving the J.D. at Michigan.
He returned to China to serve as
a professor of law, judge and codifier of civil law. Wu later became a
prominent diplomat, philosopher,
scholar, and authority on international law. The principal author
of the Nationalist constitution, Wu
served on the Permanent Court of
Arbitration at The Hague, and as
ambassador from China to the
Vatican from 1947to1949.
When the Communists came to
power in 1949, Wu and his family
moved to the U.S., where he
assumed the position of professor
at Seton Hall Law School. He retired in 1967 and returned to
Taiwan, where he died on Feb. 5,
1986.
Even before coming to the
United States, Wu was fascinated
with Western ideas of law, religion, and philosophy. Born into a
prominent family in Ningpo, he
came into contact with missionaries and became a Methodist, taking the name of John (his given
name was Wu Ching-hsiung) at
his baptism. In 1937 he converted
to Catholicism. The author of
numerous books on law and philosophy in both English and
Chinese, Wu, in Beyond East and
West, fondly recalled his days as a
Michigan law student: "My stay in
Ann Arbor was among the happiest periods of my life. My teachers
14

Oliver Wendell Holmes

John C.H. Wu as a U-M law student

... took a personal interest in me.
They were so cordial and kind to
me, and I was so intensely interested in my studies, that I had no
time to feel homesick, although it
was the first time that I was ever
abroad.
"There was a certain homelikeness and coziness about Ann
Arbor, and a warm sympathy
about its people. There were also
quite a number of Chinese students there, and a nice Chinese
restaurant on the campus. My
landlady, one Mrs. Hutchinson,
was very kind to me.
"In 1921 I published an article
... under the title of 'Readings
from Ancient Chinese Codes and
Other Sources of Chinese Law and
Legal Ideas.' As I had so often
heard my professors speak of
(U.S. Supreme Court] Justice
[Oliver Wendell] Holmes in the
most laudatory of terms, I sent
him a complimentary copy ....
All that I expected was a polite
acknowledgement written by the
hand of a secretary."
To Wu's surprise, the 80-year
old Holmes was sufficiently impressed with the article to fire back
a reply commenting on it. Those
letters were the beginning of a
correspondence ths.t lasted until
Holmes's death 14 years later.
Excerpts from this correspondence follow. The selections were
drawn from a private collection of
the letters kindly supplied by Dr.
Wu's son and daughter-in-law,
Vincent and Patricia Wu of East
Hanover, New Jersey. To them we
acknowledge our deep appreciation for making this article
possible.
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Paris, France
Nov. 23, 1921
My dear Mr. Justice Holmes:
Last spring I was in Ann Arbor;
now I am in Paris.
Now, let me tell you what has
brought me to this continent.
When I was in Michigan, I studied
international law and comparative
law. The professors being satisfied
with my work recommended me
to a fellowship offered by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. The fellowship left
me free in choosing the institution
in which I was to study; and I
chose the University of Paris. So
that the fact I am in Paris is the result of my own free choice: this
reminds me once more of Your
Honor's doctrine that there is no
determinism with human affairs,
and that "mankind yet may take
its own destiny consciously and
intelligently in hand." I shall get
the best out of Paris; I shall read
and write as much as I can; I shall
observe and think as profoundly
as possible. As a Chinese I have
a country to save, I have a people
to enlighten, I have a race to
uplift, I have a civilization to
modernize . . . .
One of the principal causes of
the stagnation of the Chinese
civilization is a wrong conception
which regards continuity with the
past as a sacred duty, and which
ignores the fact that the divine
right of the past is no less baseless
than the divine right of kings . . ..
Enclosed please find a photograph of mine. I was born in the
closing year of the last century, or,
to be a little fantastic, in the year
when Your Honor delivered the
address, "Law and Science and
Science in Law," which I now read
with such an immense joy. Our
ages are widely separate, but what
has Eternity to do with years and
centuries. Our birth-places are far
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removed, but what has Universality to do with oceans and continents? I desire Your Honor's
friendship, because Providence
has made us kindred spirits; Your
Honor being an old man endowed
with a child's heart, and I being a
boy provided with an old man's
mind.
Your obedient and
respectful servant,
John Wu

April 1, 1923
My dear Mr. Wu,
You speak of going deeply into
the philosophy of Hegel. Hegel
impresses me as other Germans
have done, as having had real and
profound insights which remain,
and as having thought it necessary
to make a system which I think as
dead as other systems generally in
a hundred years. The summer before last I reread the translation of
his logic. When I first read it the
only proposition that remained to
me was that he could not persuade
me that a syllogism could wag its
tail. In other words, his attempted
transition from logic to life I think
a humbug .. .. But after you have
steeped yourself in him, I fear that
you will think that I have been
flippant and superficial. I love the
enthusiasm that you feel - including that for me. It will grow
less, I fear, as you grow older, but
I trust that enough will remain to
be a pleasant memory to you
when I am no longer above
ground . . ..
Sincerely yours,
O.W. Holmes

Berlin
April 23, 1923
Dear Mr. Justice Holmes,
I am already preparing to
embark upon the second part of

I

my essay upon your juristic philosophy, namely, the Problem of
Life. Like Montesquieu, you are
both a man of science and a man of
the world.
Do you say that my enthusiasm
for you will grow less as I grow
older? No, Sir .. .. My attitude
toward you is that of "understanding wonder." That is to say, I understand you almost wholly, including even your "flippancy and
superficiality," and yet I cannot
help wondering. Such an enthusiasm is grounded upon solid reasons, and can never fade away.
Furthermore, I am no longer
young: I have passed my 24th
birthday last month.
Your loving and
admiring servant,
John C.H. Wu

May 14, 1923
My dear Mr. Wu,
.
You make me chuckle when you
say that you are no longer young,
that you have turned 24. A man is,
or may be, young to after 60, and
not old before 80. But since last
summer, although I feel much the
same eagerness as ever, I have
taken a step .... I walk slowly
and use an elevator to get to my
library ... when two years ago . ..
I went upstairs two steps at a time
and at a run. However, it is true
that in one sense a man is no longer young at 24. He has reached
an age when his opinions are entitled to respect, when, in a general way, he is anybody's equal,
when, at least, no one is entitled
to bully him . . ..
Probably you will find, as I do,
that ideas are not difficult, that the
trouble is in the words in which
they are expressed . Every group,
and even almost every individual
when he has acquired a definite
mode of thought, gets a more or
less special terminology which it
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takes time for an outsider to live
into. Having to listen to arguments, now about the railroad
business, now about a patent,
now about an admiralty case, ...
a thousand times I have thought
that I was hopelessly stupid and,
as many times, have found that
when I got hold of the language,
there was no such thing as a difficult case. There are plenty of cases
about which one doubts, and may
doubt forever, as the premises for
reasoning are not exact, but all the
cases, when you have walked up
and seized the lion's skin, come
uncovered and show the old
donkey of a question of law, like
all the rest.
Sincerely yours,
O.W. Holmes

-

J une 2, 1923
Dear Mr. Justice Holmes:
I am at present quite dejected in
spirit. My application for a further
renewal of the Carnegie Fellowship in International Law has
failed, apparently because of my
excessive interest in philosophy.
But one's interest is inborn, and
cannot be cured by any medicine,
not even by the fear of losing a
scholarship.
Your admiring
servant,
John C.H. Wu

June 16, 1923
MydearMr. Wu,
I am sorry at your disappointment about the Carnegie Fellowship, but it may turn out a blessing. The test of an ideal, or rather
of an idealist, is the power to hold
it and get one's inward inspiration
from it under difficulties. When
one is comfortable and well off, it
is easy to talk high talk. I remem16
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her just before the Battle of Antietam thinking, and perhaps saying
to a brother officer, that it would
be easy, after a comfortable breakfast, to come down the steps of
one's house pulling on one's
gloves and smoking a cigar, to get
onto a horse and charge a battery
up Beacon Street, while the ladies
wave their handkerchiefs from a
balcony. But the reality was to
pass a night on the ground in the
rain with your bowels out of order
and then, after no particular
breakfast, to wade a stream and
attack the enemy. That is life. I
hope that your interest in philosophy- and philosophy, wisely understood, is the greatest interest
there is - will not lead you too far
from the concrete. My notion of
the philosophic movement is simply to see the universal in the
particular, which is, perhaps, a
commonplace, but is the best of
commonplaces if you realize that
every particular is as good as any
other to illustrate it, subject only to
the qualification that some can see
it in one, some in another matter
more readily, according to their
faculties . ...
Sincerely yours,
O.W. Holmes

-

A ugust 15, 1923
Dear Mr. Justice Holmes,
Some days ago a thought came
to my mind. I was so bold as to
think that I should advise you
to write an autobiography, as
Goethe, Mill and other poets and
thinkers have done. The appearance of a great soul upon the
world stage imposes upon the
posterity the task of explaining
him. The external events of a life
are easily ascertainable, such as
whether you fought and were
wounded in the Civil War, how
many cases you have written, etc.
But the development of one's

I

internal nature defied the searchings of any critic or biographer ....
Could you not take a year's leave
from the bench for the sake of this
enterprise?
Your unworthy
but most admiring
servant,
JohnC. H. Wu

September 20, 1923
My dear Mr. Wu,
Your letter moves me by its
generous enthusiasm . . . .
I should like to keep on until
more definitely aware of the
gradual decline of my powers.
And that is the answer to your
suggestion of an autobiography.
So long as I am capable of my best,
I want to put it into my work. A
man's spiritual history is best told
in what he does in his chosen line.
Life having thrown me into the
law, I must try to put my feelings
of the infinite into that, to exhibit
the detail with such hint of a vista
as I can, to show it in the great line
of the universal. This sounds a little pompous, but it truly expresses
my desire and the way I felt when
called on perhaps to construe
some temporary statutes, so that
untying little knots never seems
drudgery.
Just after sendin~ my last letter
to you, a further thought occurred
to me with regard to the forms of
thought. Whatever the value of
the notion of forms, the only use
of the forms is to present their c011tents, just as the only use of a pint
pot is to present the beer (or
whatever lawful liquid it may contain), and infinite meditation upon
the pot will never give you the
beer . .. .
Sincerely yours,
O.W. Holmes
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C ambridge, Mass.
April 5, 1924
My beloved Justice,
I shall return to the land of my
birth by the middle of June . .. .
China is on the eve of a tremendous Revolution, not political, but
intellectual and spiritual. A Renaissance! This century is going to
witness a rebirth of this oldest nation of the world, a child born of
the wedlock between East and
West. I shall play my part in that
glorious movement, and you may
be sure that the seed you have
sown will bring forth rich harvest
in a distant land.
Yours eternally,
John C.H. Wu

Mays, 1926
My dear Mr. Wu,
[Responding to a letter in which
Wu asks about his beliefs in eternal life.] I believe that we are in the
universe, not it in us, that we are
part of an unimaginable, which I
will call a whole in order to name
it, that our personality is a cosmic
ganglion, that just as when certain
rays meet and cross there is white
light at the meeting point ... so,
when certain other streams of energy cross, the meeting point can
frame a syllogism or wag its tail. I
never forget that the cosmos has
the power to produce consciousness, intelligence, ideals, out of a
like course of its energy, but I see
no reason to assume that these
ultimates for me are cosmic ultimates. I frame no predicates about
the cosmos. I suspect that all my
ultimates have the mark of the finite upon them, but as they are
the best I know I give them practical respect, love, etc .. .it makes
me enormously happy when I am
encouraged to believe that I have
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done something of what I should
have liked to, but in the subterranean misgivings I think .. . that it
does not matter much ... .
Ever sincerely yours,
O.W. Holmes

I

probably will have to suffer a good
deal in the process. If I were to
sum up what I have learned to
think, I should say: faith in effort
- before you see the goal or can
put articulately the question to be
asked.
Affectionately yours,
O.W. Holmes

Nanking, China
May 19, 1928
My beloved Justice,
Many things have happened
since I last wrote. I resigned from
the Shanghai Provisional Court;
and just at the moment when I
began to fear that the Cosmic Energy had forsaken me came an
appointment from the Ministry of
Justice. I was appointed codifier of
the civil law with the exception of
family law and succession. Lo! the
most beautiful of my dreams was
fulfilled! I shall devote a whole
year to this great task. I shall begin
by investigating the droit coutimier
of China; I shall also make an intensive comparative study of
Anglo-American and Continental
civil law.
Your ever affectionate
friend,
John C.H. Wu

Beverly Farms
July l, 1929
My dear Wu,
You may have heard before this
of the death of my wife, which not
only takes away a half of my life,
but gives me notice. She was of
the same age as I, and at the age
of 88 the end is due. I may work
on for a year or two, but I cannot
hope to add much to what I have
done. I am too skeptical to think
that it matters much, but too conscious of the mystery of the universe to say that it or anything else
does not. I bow my head, I think
serenely, and say as I told someone the other day, 0 Cosmos,
Now lettest thou thy ganglion dissolve in peace.
Yours always,
O.W. Holmes

November 2, 1928
My dear Wu,
I am now the oldest judge who
has ever remained sitting on our
Bench . . .. This is a perfectly external trifle and yet in a small way
it pleases me, as externals do,
although the only thing that gives
one real happiness is when one
whose judgment one respects says
the few words that are the laurel
crown ....
I fall back on the thought that no
one can direct the life of another
man, at least if it is a life worth living. Each has to work out his own
way and, if it is a good one, he

March 12, 1930
My dear Wu,
The two volumes of National
Fine Arts Exhibition 1929 have come
and delighted me ... Such delicacy
of feeling - such power of drawing, such poetry, coupled with
things I don't understand. And in
a few examples evidences of Western influence - whether for good
I do not know. I thank you very
much but fear that your kindness
has made you extravagant.
Affectionately yours,
O.W. Holmes

17
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H arvard Law School
March 15, 1930

Beloved Friend,
Your comment on the fine arts,
like all your comments, is brief but
to the point! You see poetry in the
painting? That is exactly what Su
Tung-P'o, one of the greatest art
critics of the Sung period, said of
Wang Wei, the poet-painter of the
T'ang Period. "In the poems of
Wang Wei," said Su, "there is
painting; and in his paintings
there is poetry." This has become
one of the most famous sayings,
because of its keen insight ... You
have diplomatically hinted at your
misgiving as to whether the Western influence on Chinese art is a
good one. I can undiplomatically
assert that it is positively bad; it
vulgarizes and disconcerts. But I
think that it is probably a necessary stage to pass through, and
that if Chinese artists have enough
vitality in them, they will be able
to survive and transfigure the hard
realism of modem painting.
Another thing which might
interest you is that Chinese
scholars have always practiced
calligraphy as a fine art. In this
again you are at bottom a Chinese!
For there is art in your handwriting - you simply paint ....
Ever affectionately
yours,
John C.H. Wu
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day I resigned my seat on the
bench. I am well, but don't want
any work to do at present. My secretary reads to me some philosophy and economics, but more
modem stories. With a daily drive
and long hours in bed, calls made
upon me and some necessary
letters, I find my hands full.
Frankfurter was quoted the other
day for a suggestion that I might
write a book about the law. I can
think of a first sentence, but after
that I should like to study, and I
doubt if I shall study any more.
Affectionately yours,
O.W. Holmes

I

Major books
in English by
John Wu
During his lifetime, John C.H.
Wu published well over 200
books and articles in Chinese
and English. Some of his
major books in English are
listed below.
Essays and Judicial Studies (1928)
Legal Systems of Old & New
China (1930)

Shanghai, China
April 2, 1933
Beloved Friend,
One great lesson among others
I have learned from your life is
never to desire to get great quick.
You have all but emancipated me
from the lure of fame, contemporary or posthumous. The only stimulus is the instinctive urge to
create a beautiful and harmonious
life. I shall start from the awful
awareness of the nullity of life,
and on this blank canvas I shall try
to paint a picture that should suit
my taste.
Affectionately yours,
John C.H. Wu

The Art of Law & Other Essays
(1936)

Essays in Jurisprudence & Legal
Philosophy (1938)
Lao-Tzu's Tao & Its Virtue (1940)
China's Constitution (1945)
The Organic Law of the Republic
of China (1945)
Beyond East & West (1951)
Fountain of Justice (1955)
Justice Holmes: A New Estimate
(1957)

Cases & Materials;on
Jurisprudence (1958)
Chinese Humanism & Christian
Spirituality (1965)

March 14, 1932
My dear Wu,
Thank you for your letter. I have
been wondering about you and
whether things were going well. I
can't give you an adequate answer
because writing has become difficult to me. I have no other reason
than 91 years. Perhaps you know
that shortly before my last birth18

Sun Yat-sen: The Man & His Ideas
(1971)

Four Seasons of Tang Poetry
(1972)
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Robert Hirshon, J.D. '73
Maine state bar president, community leader, father
by Ann Munch

We read about and probably know
the modern phenomenon, the
woman who combines a demanding professional career with bringing up children and providing a
home. How about her male counterpart, the man who puts together a career, civic commitment, and
intense family involvement?
Such a person is Robert E. Hirshon, J.D . '73, shareholder in the
Portland, Maine firm of Drummond, Woodsum, Plimpton and
MacMahon, president of the
Maine State Bar Association, little
league coach, and member of the
zoning board of appeals in Cape
Elizabeth, where he resides.
This is not a new phenomenon.
Attorneys traditionally have held
leadership posts in their communities. What may be unusual in
this instance is the conscious
partnership Bob Hirshon and his
wife, Robie, have formed that enables each of them to pursue
separate careers and at the same
time unites them in raising their
children.
Robie Hirshon, who recently
earned her masters degree in social work, is now director of employee assistance at Portland City
Hall while maintaining a private
clinical practice. The Hirshons'
four children, who range in age
from 5 to 13, go to three different
schools (to suit their different
needs) and have a schedule that
includes tennis, dance, piano,
cooking, ice skating, violin, and
karate lessons, as well as Hebrew
school.
The pace has been hectic from
the beginning. "In fact," Bob Hir-

shon explains, "Robie was pregnant [during my] last year in law
school, [so our first son,] Todd,
was born one week to the day before I took the bar exam . . . That set
the tone ." He backtracked, "I took
my last exam on Tuesday, we said
goodbye to friends on Wednesday, packed on Thursday, and
drove to Portland on Friday."
While Hirshon studied for the bar
exam, Robie started interviewing
for a job and looking for houses.
How did they manage all that?
"It was a decision we made that
careers were important to each of
us, that having children and raising a family was important to each
of us. We made the commitment
to each other, as much as to ourselves, that we would do it. That's
what you have to do. You have to
take stock and really decide what
you want before you do it."

A delicate balance

Maine State Bar Association
President Robert Hirshon and
U.S. District Judge Deanell Reece
Tacha exemplify the thousands of
Law School graduates who have
made commitments not only to
their careers, but to their families
and to their home town communities as well. We are reprinting their stories because the
choices and challenges they face
are shared by a large segment of
Michigan alumni today.

I

As an example of ways the Hirshons find to keep their family
close, he said, "I still work
weekends, but we've tried to create special times out of that. When
I go in to the office on Saturday or
Sunday mornings, the children
take turns coming in with me.
They think of it as a special time.
"What I'm trying to say is that
there are only 24 hours in a day,
yet with careful planning you can
get a little bit more out of those 24
hours than you think you can. It
really boils down to communicating about it. Husbands and wives
have to put their cards on the
table."
We asked if Hirshon feels
the situation is easier today for
women attorneys who want to
have children. He replied, "I hope
that as more and more women
come into the profession, and they
will, there will be some recognition that the legal profession has
to adapt; that women should not
face the pressure of 'should I put
off having a child because I want
to make partner first.' I don't think
important decisions like that
should be made because one's
concerned about getting on the
fast track or the slow track. They
both can be accommodated, and
it's up to law firms to do the
accommodating."
The Hirshons were ahead of the
times in their attitude toward the
roles of wives and husbands in
marriage. "I still do my share of
laundry, floors, everything else,"
he said. "There's no such thing as
women's work, men's work in our
family. I look back at all the talents
that were wasted because of the
sexual confinement of history ... .
My daughters have as much talent
as my sons, so why shouldn't they
have the exact same opportunity?"
Hirshon, who majored in political science at the U-M and who
was married just before his senior
year, had gone away to college, as
he said, "basically to put a sub19
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stantial distance between me and
the state of Maine. Portland
wasn't exactly a vibrant city." Initially, returning to Maine after
graduation from law school was
not the Hirshons' plan. They
looked into various cities. "Detroit
then was pre-renaissance," he recalls. "You could go to Detroit on a
Saturday morning and the streets
would be empty. It was depressing." They considered Boston, but
after visiting and experiencing big
city commuting, that didn't appeal
either.
"The more I thought about it,
talked about it, the more I wanted
to come back to Portland. That
was in 1972, just when things
were beginning to happen. The
turnaround, I think, came with
Model Cities. We had committed
city officials, we had the people
who were really working, who
weren't motivated by self-interest,
but by the greater good."
That was the attitude that led
him to the firm of Drummond,
Woodsum, Plimpton, and MacMahon. he explains, "I was impressed that the firm seemed to
share the same philosophy that
I had, not about the practice of
law .. ., but the philosophy that
Portland needs committed citizens
who are not only good lawyers but
who also take an active role in
their community."
At the beginning of our interview, Hirshon remarked that
when he learned we wanted to do
a story about him he tried to think,
" ... what would be the caption?
Maine State Bar Association president? Yes. Civic leader? Possibly.
But it hit me, the most important
thing in my life is not the bar
association presidency, not the
civic activities I do, not even my
practice, but the fact that I'm a
father . "~

The above piece is an edited, greatly
abridged version of an article that appeared
in the Maine l.Awyer's Review, vol. 4, no. l,
1986. Reprinted by permission.
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Robert Hirshon and his family outside their Portland, Maine home.

Deanell Reece Tacha, J.D. '71
A federal judge who prefers Kansas to Washington, D.C.
by Lisa Massoth
Deanell Reece Tacha was sprinting
to the top in 1972. After graduating from the U-M Law School and
traveling to Southeast Asia and
Africa as a White House Fellow,
she was hired by a Washington,
D.C. law firm.
But after one year with the firm,
she thanked them for the experience, apologized for leaving, and
moved to Concordia, Kansas to
practice law.
Well, to practice law and marry
the high school basketball coach.
Just like a woman, right? Give up
her career to follow a man.
But that's not the story here.
She preferred Kansas to Washington. And after she had practiced

law for a year in Concordia, her
husband, John Tacha, gave up his
job to follow her to Lawrence
where she was offered a teaching
position with the University of
Kansas Law School.
She didn't quit the race when
she left Washington. She just
changed tracks and continued her
breathless pace. Since 1974, she
has taught law, served as associate
dean of the Kansas Law School,
been named vice chancellor at the
university, and had four babies.
Then on December 16, 1985, she
crossed what she says is the finish
line. She was confirmed to the
10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
in Denver, which has jurisdiction

A

over Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Utah, and Wyoming. Judge Tacha (pronounced tahhah) is one of 17 female judges in
the federal court system (out of a
total of 168 positions) .
"If there's a key to women doing well, it's to choose to do something not only that you like, but
that you do well," she said, "because as a woman you will be
asked to prove it."
Judge Tacha normally spends
one week every two months in
Denver hearing cases. The rest of
her time she works in her Topeka
office and begins her mornings as
many mothers do - by making
breakfast for her family.
"That's part of the guilt complex, the Supermom complex,"
she said one recent morning,
stirring an enormous skillet of
scrambled eggs in the kitchen
of her seven-bedroom home
in Lawrence.
Tacha stays up until one or 1:30
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in the morning, reading legal
briefs before getting up at 6:30 to
make breakfast. At night she and
her husband faithfully attend their
children's baseball games and
dance recitals.
At her Topeka office she has
pinned poems and colored pictures from her children next to a
schedule of case assignments on a
bulletin board.
Such attention to family was on
her mind when she was practicing
law in Washington. She didn't
want to raise her children there.
She preferred the traditional life
and values of the Midwest.
Tacha, who graduated from the
University of Kansas with a degree
in American studies in 1968, recalls that her father tried to dissuade her from attending law
school. He finally relented, but
when he learned that she had
been accepted at Harvard, Yale,
Stanford, and Michigan, he insisted that she attend Michigan.

Deanell Reece Tacha and her family at their home in Lawrence, Kansas

I

In those radical times, he thought
a public university would be
a safer place.
They laugh about it now. Universities were mired in anti-war
protests then, and the University
of Michigan was at the forefront of
the movement.
After her marriage to John
Tacha in 1973, the couple stayed
one year in Concordia until she
was offered the teaching job at the
Kansas Law School.
"John was coaching and very
happy," she said. "After a great
deal of soul searching, we decided
I would accept the job and he
would leave coaching."
Mr. Tacha, now45, moved to
Lawrence without a job. Shortly
after they arrived, he began managing the Bureau of Lectures and
Concert Artists, a business that
books and sells educational
entertainment for schools in a
nine-state area. When the owner
retired, he bought the business.
Ten years ago, it wasn't easy being the husband of a female law
professor. "Once, when I was
first on the faculty," Judge Tacha
said, "they were going through
introductions, and John was introduced as my lovely wife."
Almost before Judge Tacha flew
to Denver for her first term in the
10th Circuit, colleagues and former associates were speculating
whether she might some day be
appointed to a higher court or run
for office.
"No thanks," she says. She
doesn't want to leave Lawrence,
Kansas. And she finds the work of
the 10th Circuit especially satisfying, noting that "we decide everything that's appealed to us."
Besides, she said, "I live in my
home circuit. . . It's important for
judges to be involved in their communities and with people." ~
The above article is an abridged version
of a piece that appeared in The Kansas City
Times, July 19, 1986. Reprinted by
permission.
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Good news from abroad
Regents' resolution commends Dr. Cha Liang Chien,
distinguished Chinese teacher, diplomat, judge
At a recent meeting of University of
Michigan alumni in Taipei, Taiwan,
the following citation from the Regents
was presented to one of our distinguished alumni, Dr. Cha Liang
Chien, by Professor Whitmore Gray of
the Law School.
The Regents of The University of
Michigan take this opportunity to
extend their highest commendation and the best wishes of the
university community to Cha
Liang Chien, who received his
doctoral degree from the Law
School in 1931. His distinguished
career in teaching, government
service, and on the bench has
brought honor to the university,
and his untiring efforts on behalf
of his alma mater have contributed
essential support for university
programs.
Dr. Cha began his studies at
Nankai University in Tientsin, received his LL.B. from Soochow
University in Shanghai, and then
came to The University of Michigan Law School to continue his
studies. He received his J.D. degree in 1930 and his S.J.D. in 1931.
He returned to China to become
Professor of Law at An Hwei University and National Central University. He was named Professor
of Law at National Taiwan University in 1949, and now serves as
chairman of the Board of Directors
of Tunghai University.
In 1933 he became a judge of the
Shanghai Special District Court,
beginning a distinguished judicial
career which culminated in his
appointment as chief justice of the
Supreme Court of the Republic of
China in 1966.
His career in public service in22 .

eluded many years in the Ministry
of Justice of the Republic of China,
as deputy minister of justice beginning in 1950, and then minister
of justice after 1967. He also
served as delegate to the General
Assembly of the United Nations in
1963 and 1964.
At a time of life when many are
enjoying a well-earned retirement,
Dr. Cha continues to exert himself
on behalf of causes that he believes in. In addition to his service
as presidential counselor, he is

active in promotion of SinoAmerican relations as chairman of
the Sino-American Culture and
Economics Association. Happily
for the university, he also continues his efforts on our behalf as
president of the Alumni Association of The University of Michigan
of the Republic of China.
Dr. Cha has gained the respect
and affection of his countrymen
and his alma mater. We are proud
to present this citation in recognition of an illustrious career. 181

Law School Professor Whitmore Gray presented the resolution to Dr. Cha
Liang Chien (left) on behalf of the Regents of The University of Michigan .
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D Still another report from our

Alumni news

alumni of a back-to-back SO-year
career concerns the Nellis family
of southeast Michigan. Elton R.
Nellis, a member of the Class of
1899, practiced law for 77 years
and lived to the age of 100, outliving all of his classmates. His son,
John J. Nellis, J.D.'31, is still in active practice at the age of 79. He is
with the firm of Nellis & Jahr, of
Westland, Michigan. ~

D Vernon R. Pearson, J.D. '50,
was recently sworn in as chief justice for the Washington State Supreme Court. Born and raised in
North Dakota, Chief Justice Pearson earned his B.A. degree from
Jamestown (ND) College in 1947,
following four years in the navy.
After graduating from the Law
School in 1950, Pearson went to
the University of Washington to
participate in a new course, "legal
research and writing." From 1952
to 1969, he practiced law in Tacoma with Davies, Pearson, Anderson and Pearson. (His brother,
Claude M. Pearson, J.D. '48, continues to practice under the firm of
Davies Pearson P.C.) He was
elected to the Washington State
Bar Association Board of Governors in 1969. That same year he
was appointed by the governor
of Washington as one of 12 members of the new Court of Appeals.
Chief Justice Pearson came
to the Washington Supreme Court
by appointment in January, 1982,
and was elected without opposition to a full six-year term, running from January, 1983 to January, 1989.

John J. Nellis (right) and his father, the late
Elton R. Nellis (photo taken in 1968).

'51 Louis R. Reif has been elected
chairman of the board of directors and
chief executive officer of National Fuel
Gas Co., in Buffalo, NY.

The Hon . Vernon R. Pearson

'75, S.J.D. '76) was appointed

D Willard J. Stone, of Pasadena,
CA, wrote LQN recently to explain

Class notes
'34 George W. Crockett, Jr., U.S.
representative for the 13th District of
Michigan, was elected chairman of the
House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee
on Western Hemisphere Affairs.

D Professor Sinai Deutch (LL.M.
dean of Bar llan Law School in
Israel, as of October, 1986. He
teaches contracts, consumer
law, and Jewish law. In 1977
he published a book on unfair
contracts, and since then he has
published several articles on standard contracts in various law reviews, including an article in the
McGill Law Journal entitled,
"Controlling Standard Contracts
- the Israeli Version," (vol. 30,
p . 458).

I

how emergency heart surgery last
spring forced him to miss the SOth
anniversary celebration of the
Class of '36. On May 14, the day
before he was to leave for the
festivities in Ann Arbor, he was
admitted into the hospital, where
he underwent eight hours of surgery. Subsequent complications
have caused him to withdraw
from his law firm of Stone & Doyle
and from the American College of
Probate Counsel. We know that
Mr. Stone was missed by his classmates and we extend our best
wishes for a steady recovery.

'53 J .-G. Castel, professor of international business law and conflict of
laws at Osgoode Hall Law School, of
York University in Toronto, has been
given the honorary title of distinguished research professor by that
university.
'54 Roderick K. Daane, former general
counsel of The University of Michigan
is now of counsel to Miller, Canfield,
Paddock and Stone. Daane is located
in the firm's Ann Arbor office, where
he is in charge of the firm's education
law section.
'56 Dennis J. Barron has been named
managing partner and chairman of the
executive committee of the Cincinnatibased law firm of Frost & Jacobs.
'58 Bernard J. Kennedy has been
elected president of the National Fuel
Gas Co., in Buffalo, NY.
'60 David N. Hurwitz has been appointed president and chief operating
officer of the Goodson Newspaper
Group in New York. After 26 years in
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the legal profession, Hurwitz left his
position as a founding and senior
partner of the law firm Gordon Hurwitz Butowsky Weitzen Shalov &
Wein, which he helped establish in
1975.
'61 Robert M. Steed has joined Human Resource Services, Inc. The New
York-based consulting firm provides a
broad range of management consulting services, including senior-level
executive search, to law firms and corporate law departments.
'63 J. Thomas McCarthy, professor of
law at the University of San Francisco,
has authored an 800-page treatise, The
Rights of Publicity and Privacy, published in January, 1987 by Clark Boardman Co., New York.
'64 Arthur M. Sherwood, a partner in
the Buffalo law firm of Phillips, Lytle,
Hitchcock, Blaine & Huber, was
elected chairperson of the New York
State Bar Association's 3,800-member
Trusts and Estates Law Section.
'67 William M. Brodhead recently
moved to Washington, D.C. to open
an office for the firm of Plunkett,
Cooney, Rutt, Watters, Stanczyk &
Pedersen, P. C.
Charles H. Goodman, senior staff
counsel and manager of the environmental law section of Dow Chemical
Company's legal department in Midland, Ml, has been made an assistant
general counsel.
Rea P. Miller, Jr. has been appointed
a vice president of Pittsburgh National
Bank, an affiliate of PNC Financial
Corp.
John H . Stout has been elected a member of the board of directors of Telephone Specialists, Inc., of Minneapolis, MN. A partner in the Minneapolis
firm of Fredrikson & Byron, Stout
specializes in business planning
and finance.
'70 Richard B. West, of Dallas, TX,
has been named vice president and
Southwest regional counsel for CFI
Bankers Service Group, a bank compliance software and consulting
company.
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'71 Donald F. Tucker was one of three
persons who received a distinguished
service award from the Oakland
County Bar Association in Michigan.
The award acknowledged his work
with the association's Task Force on
Improved Dispute Resolution.
'72 Thomas J. Cresswell, counsel for
the Michigan division of Dow U.S.A .,
has been appointed a senior staff
counsel in the company's legal department, in Midland, Ml.
Michael L. Hardy was appointed chair
of the Environmental Law Committee
of the Ohio State Bar Association.
'73 Matthew Myers contributed two
chapters in a recent book called Giant
Killers, edited by Michael Perchich.
'74 Norma Ann Dawson is now an
associate with Mathon and Rosensweig in Beverly Hills, CA.
Daniel E. Reidy has become a litigation partner with the new Chicago
office ofJones Day Reavis & Pogue.
'75 Robert A. Katcher is now the
branch chief of the Office of Associate
Chief Counsel-International, of the
Internal Revenue Service, in Washington, D.C.
'76 Susan Bandes has been promoted
to the rank of associate professor at
DePaul College of Law in Chicago.
Two of her articles will be published
this spring, one on municipal liability,
in 72 Iowa Law Review; the other, entitled, "Taking Some Rights Too
Seriously: The State's Right to a
Fair Trial," in 60 Southern California

Law Revieu.1.
Charles M. Cobbe has been made a
partner in the Dallas, TX law firm of
Jackson, Walker, Winstead, Cantwell
&Miller.
'77 Charles G. Schott, III has been
named deputy assistant secretary of
commerce for communications and
information and deputy administrator
of the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration
(NTIA) . NTIA is the principal executive branch agency responsible for the
development and presentation of
national communications and information policy.
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'79 Harold E. Hamersmith has been
made a partner in the Los Angeles law
firm of Thelen, Marrin, Johnson &
Bridges.
'80 Stanley K. Shapiro has celebrated
the first year in his own private practice after spending five y~ars as an
associate with Cahill Gordon & Reindel. He has also been appointed cochair of the Young Lawyers' Committee of the New York County
Lawyers' Association . ~

Deaths
'22 William C. Palmer
'25 M. Gail Leach, Nov. 20, 1986
'28 Forbes S. Hascall, March 1, 1987,
in Camden, AL
Walter L. Mass, Jr.
'29 Oscar C. Sattinger, Dec. 20, 1986
Jerome J. Friedman, 1981
'30 Robert N. Torbet, Oct. 22, 1986, in
Toledo, OH
Fred R. Wickham, Dec. 24, 1985
'32 Paul J. Anderson
'33 Robert R. Evans, Dec. 13, 1986, in
Flint, MI
Stuart H . Redner, Oct. 6, 1986
'34 Merrill E. Olsen
'35 Harold H. Emmons, Jr., Dec. 23,
1986
W. Vincent Nash, Dec. 5, 1986
Othello D. Thompson, Feb., 1986
'37 Edward J. Donovan, Nov. 17, 1986
'40 Edward S. Biggar
'45 Allan B. Schmier, Jan. 21, 1987
'48 Albert J. Thorburn
'50 K. J. Kavoklis
'
William L. Spencer
'52 Paul D. Hellenga, Nov. 10, 1985
'53 Stanley T. Lesser, Feb. 2, 1987
'56 Robert Liberman, Aug. 27, 1986
John H. Marble, Feb. 1, 1984
'61 Bernard Zylstra, Mar. 4, 1986
'67 Theodore J. Floro, Oct. 13, 1986
Robert M. Flaherty, Mar. 4, 1987,
in San Francisco, CA
'69 David J. Cook, Feb. 2, 1987, in
Ann Arbor, MI
'79 Philip R. Schichtel, Dec. 16, 1986
'83 Daniel W. Cronin, Nov. 4, 1986, in
Flint, MI ~

