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Joseph H.H. Weiler

monograph in Italian entitled I/
sistema communitario europeo (The
European Community System),
published in early 1985 by Il
Mulino in their “Frontiers of Sci-
ence” series. The book has drawn
considerable attention; versions in
French and Spanish are in print
and a German translation is pend-
ing. Weiler hopes to complete a
final and definitive English ver-
sion over the next two years.

Other monographical work
includes a book about the much
misunderstood European parlia-
ment, The European Parliament
and its Foreign Affairs Committees
(Cedam/Oceana) and a short
monograph with the title Israel and
the Creation of a Palestinian State.

In addition to individual schol-
arship, Weiler has been involved in
some important collective projects
of comparative analysis. Most
important has been the design
and co-direction, together with
Professor Cappelletti (Florence
and Stanford Law Schools) of a
major research project involving
over 30 scholars from Europe and
the U.S. This project sought to
examine some key issues in the

process of European integration
and compare them with the Amer-
ican experience. The project has
now been published under the
title Integration Through Law:

Europe and the American Federal
Experience (De Gruyter) as an
eight-volume series with Weiler as
a key contributor and one of the
general editors.

Despite the theoretical and con-
ceptual emphasis of his personal
research, Weiler relishes the
practical world of law. This is
reflected in both his teaching
and his writing. Among his other
contributions, he has become a
co-author of the supplement to
the celebrated Stein, Hay, and
Waelbroeck Casebook, European
Community Law and Institutions
in Perspective.

This same desire not to be com-
pletely esconsed in an academic
ivory tower led him in 1984 to
found and direct the European
Policy Unit, an independently
funded interdisciplinary think-
tank engaged in policy studies
concerning the European Com-
munity. Under his direction, this
center has engaged in projects

ranging from the prospective
impact of SDI (Strategic Defense
Initiative) on European economies
to alternative policies for dealing
with young female delinquents in
European countries.

His fascination with the Euro-
pean Community and with the
Arab-Israeli conflict led inevitably
to an attempt to connect the two.
He has co-authored a monograph
with an Israeli colleague (Alain
Greilsammer) examining the evo-
lution of European foreign policy
towards the conflict since the 1967
Middle East War. This book will
appear shortly under the title
European Political Cooperation and the
Arab-Israeli Conflict (Westview).

Wishing to expand their enqui-
ry further, Weiler and his Israeli
collaborator convened a con-
ference in Israel with scholars from
Europe and the U.S. to examine
the broader issues and to integrate
the economic dimension into this
complex. The resulting volume,
Europe and Israel: Troubled Neigh-
bors, will be published by the end
of the year (Walter de Gruyter).

Weiler considers the invitation
to teach at Michigan “a singular
honor.” He explains, “in the fields
of European international and
comparative law, Michigan has
been something of a Mecca to
Europeans. Its reputation in
Europe is second to none.
Although the geographical dis-
tance to Europe is enormous, the
library and its resources make me
feel as if I were in one of the best
stocked European research cen-
ters. The architecture as well: gaz-
ing out of the leaded window in
my office onto the beautiful quad-
rangle, I can imagine being any-
where in northern Europe. And
yet, this is America with all its
excitement, and Michigan Law
School with its quiet commitment
to serious scholarship. It is not sur-
prising that some of my colleagues
in Europe refer to Michigan as
‘that monastery of learning.”” &



