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"It's enjoyable work," he says of 
his teaching, "particularly because 
you learn so much." 

Reimann holds a J. U. D. (Doktor 
der Rechte) from the University of 
Freiburg Law School. His disserta
tion is a detailed description and 
analysis of the most spectacular 
political trial during the 1848/49 
Revolution in the German state of 
Baden. The case involved two of 
the leaders of the Revolution, who 
were tried for high treason after at
tempting to overthrow the mon
archy. The dissertation describes 
the events leading to the trial, the 
investigative procedure, the trial 
itself, and its aftermath and influ
ence on the further course of the 
Revolution. 

The trial is a milestone in the 
history of the German jury: it was 
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the first jury trial in this most progres
sive of the German states. It took 
place at a time of radical change in 
the criminal law and in criminal 
procedure, during which the older 
continental tradition of inquisi-
torial process was finally suc-
ceeded by the more progressive 
English, French, and American 
ideas of accusatorial process before 
a lay jury. 

The work was awarded a prize 
as the best dissertation of its year, 
and has since been published in 
book form in German. 

Among Reimann's other works 
are a piece on the legality of politi
cal strikes in the U.S. and a forth
coming article on Oliver Wendell 
Holmes's "Common Law" and 
German legal science. 

Reimann, who has been 
teaching torts, conflict of laws, 
comparative law, and a special 
comparative law seminar this year, 
explains that his main interest is in 
the comparison of legal cultures, 
especially the civil law tradition 
and the common law. "Contrary to 
the widespread belief that they 
have developed by and large inde
pendently," he said, "I think that 
there have been far-reaching mu-
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tual influences. My interest here is 
based on the belief that both legal 
cultures can learn an immense 
amount from each other. The com
mon law can learn from the civil 
the virtues of a sound organiza
tional approach to legal questions 
and the value of clearly defined 
concepts. The civil can learn from 
the common law the advantages of 
conscious social engineering, flexi
bility, and consciousness of politi
cal and economic implications of 
the law." 

Reimann's plans also include 
working with Joseph Weiler to 
establish an integrated foreign 
and international law program at 
Michigan. They envision a pro
gram that would offer a variety of 
courses to students who want to 
go into international practice or 
who are just interested in matters 
beyond the American orbit. 

Joseph H.H. Weiler 
Prodigious writer, theoretical analyst, 
active pragmatist 

Besides being a scholar of Euro
pean and international law, Joseph 
H.H. Weiler is, in a certain sense, a 
citizen of the world. An Israeli, 
born in South Africa to parents of 
British and Russian origins, Weiler 
works in English, Hebrew, French, 
Italian, and "some German." He 
received his high school education 
in Jerusalem, and his university 
education in Britain, The Nether
lands, and Italy. He earned a B.A. 
at Sussex, an LL.B. and LL. M. at 
Cambridge; a Diploma of Interna
tional Law at The Hague Academy 
oflnternational Law; and a Ph.D. 
in European Law at Florence. 

Weiler comes to the Law School 
from the European University 
Institute, where he was head of 
the law department and director 
of the European policy unit. The 
Institute, a creation of the Mem
ber States of the EEC (the Euro-
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pean Economic Community or 
Common Market), is the highest 
research and post-graduate center 
for European studies in Europe. 

An unassuming man with a 
short beard and a gentle smile, 
Weiler speaks reluctantly about his 
wide-ranging achievements. His 
sedentary physique and scholarly 
appearance belie the fact that he 
served as an Israeli tank officer for 
three years, an experience he dis
cusses only when pressed by his 
incredulous colleagues. 

In the area of scholarship, one of 
Weller's most significant works to 
date has been an analysis of the 
fundamental legal and political 
structures and processes of the 
EEC, which resulted in a new 
working definition of the nature 
of "supranationalism." 

Prior to Weller's work, the study 
of the EEC was marred by a grow
ing cleavage that had developed 
for almost two decades between 
political and legal analyses of the 
EEC and European integration. 
"Political scientists," he explains, 
"had chronicled what in their eyes 
was the demise of the supra
national features of the Common 
Market and had abandoned the 
field of regional integration. By 
contrast, lawyers observing and 
analyzing the same entity during 
the same period (the 60's and 70's), 
albeit under a different perspec
tive, emphasized the uniqueness 
of the European construct, going 
so far as to call it a pre-federal 
state. Contact between law and 
politics was a veritable dialogue 
of the deaf." 

Beginning with a couple of 
widely discussed articles in the 
early 80's, Weiler identified and 
analyzed this disciplinary cleav
age. He then constructed a unified 
theory which both accounted for 
these two diverging trends and 
linked them to each other, as well 
as into one coherent systematic 
analysis. These beginnings were 
then developed into a full-fledged 
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monograph in Italian entitled II 
sistema communitario europeo (The 
European Community System), 
published in early 1985 by Il 
Mulino in their "Frontiers of Sci
ence" series. The book has drawn 
considerable attention; versions in 
French and Spanish are in print 
and a German translation is pend
ing. Weiler hopes to complete a 
final and definitive English ver
sion over the next two years. 

Other monographical work 
includes a book about the much 
misunderstood European parlia
ment, The European Parliament 
and its Foreign Affairs Committees 
(Cedam/Oceana) and a short 
monograph with the title Israel and 
the Creation of a Palestinian State. 

In addition to individual schol
arship, Weiler has been involved in 
some important collective projects 
of comparative analysis. Most 
important has been the design 
and co-direction, together with 
Professor Cappelletti (Florence 
and Stanford Law Schools) of a 
major research project involving 
over 30 scholars from Europe and 
the U.S. This project sought to 
examine some key issues in the 
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process of European integration 
and compare them with the Amer
ican experience. The project has 
now been published under the 
title Integration Through Law: 
Europe and the American Federal 
Experience (De Gruyter) as an 
eight-volume series with Weiler as 
a key contributor and one of the 
general editors. 

Despite the theoretical and con
ceptual emphasis of his personal 
research, Weiler relishes the 
practical world of law. This is 
reflected in both his teaching 
and his writing. Among his other 
contributions, he has become a 
co-author of the supplement to 
the celebrated Stein, Hay, and 
Waelbroeck Casebook, European 
Community Law and Institutions 
in Perspective. 

This same desire not to be com
pletely esconsed in an academic 
ivory tower led him in 1984 to 
found and direct the European 
Policy Unit, an independently 
funded interdisciplinary think
tank engaged in policy studies 
concerning the European Com
munity. Under his direction, this 
center has engaged in projects 

s 

ranging from the prospective 
impact of SDI (Strategic Defense 
Initiative) on European economies 
to alternative policies for dealing 
with young female delinquents in 
European countries. 

His fascination with the Euro
pean Community and with the 
Arab-Israeli conflict led inevitably 
to an attempt to connect the two. 
He has co-authored a monograph 
with an Israeli colleague (Alain 
Greilsammer) examining the evo
lution of European foreign policy 
towards the conflict since the 1967 
Middle East War. This book will 
appear shortly under the title 
European Political Cooperation and the 
Arab-Israeli Conflict (Westview). 

Wishing to expand their enqui
ry further, Weiler and his Israeli 
collaborator convened a con
ference in Israel with scholars from 
Europe and the U.S. to examine 
the broader issues and to integrate 
the economic dimension into this 
complex. The resulting volume, 
Europe and Israel: Troubled Neigh
bors, will be published by the end 
of the year (Walter de Gruyter). 

Weiler considers the invitation 
to teach at Michigan "a singular 
honor." He explains, "in the fields 
of European international and 
comparative law, Michigan has 
been something of a Mecca to 
Europeans. Its reputation in 
Europe is second to none. 
Although the geographical dis
tance to Europe is enormous, the 
library and its resources make me 
feel as if I were in one of the best 
stocked European research cen
ters. The architecture as well: gaz
ing out of the leaded window in 
my office onto the beautiful quad
rangle, I can imagine being any
where in northern Europe. And 
yet, this is America with all its 
excitement, and Michigan Law 
School with its quiet commitment 
to serious scholarship. It is not sur
prising that some of my colleagues 
in Europe refer to Michigan as 
'that monastery of learning."' ~ 


