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Refs Deserve a Break - From the Big Games 
By Chip Cox 

Like many of the rest of you, I was disgusted last week 
at the gutless. chicken-hearted. incompetent. whistle
swallowing, (qulck. more adjectives) no-call that all but 
sealed Mlchlgan's national title hopes. But, for me, even 
worse than the disgusting effort of the officials is the 
disgusting attitude of those who say that a good team 
doesn't leave the decision in the hands of the officials. 
O'hls disgust excludes Coach Moeller. He Is a participant 
and participants have to say that they should not have left 
the game In the hands of the officials. It Is a basic rule of 
participation.) These people seem to con tend that if a team 
allows the game to stay close, they deserve what they get. 

Excuse me, but when did Michigan tell the Spartans 
that if they could just stay close until the final two 
minutes, State could statt tackling Wolverine receivers at 
the line of scrtmmage? Isn't It horse racing where they 
handicap the favorites? That sort of arrangement might be 
okay if Michigan were playing Northwestern or EMU; but 
Michigan State 1:; a good football team. And when they play 
Michigan, the Spartans traditionally play a little bit better 
(and certainly harder) than during the rest of the year. 

It Isn't as though Michigan was complaining about 
some trivial infraction, or a call early in the game that, 
while damaging, could have been overcome by a deter
mined effort for the rest of the game. No, Michigan got 
screwed. And while officials make mistakes and everyone 
should look ahead to next week rather than dwelling on 
the past, don't tell me Michigan deserved to get screwed. 

••• 

I have always held out against a football playoff system 
in favor of the tradition of the bowls, but this year the poll s 
are getting a bit stupid. They can no longer be relied on to 
serve as even an approximate substitute for a national 
playoff. For example: 

• Nebraska beats Missouri 69-21 and drops from 
2nd to 3rd while Miami beats the ever tenacious Kansas 
Jayhawks (at Miami) 34-0 and rises past Nebraska to 2nd. 
Why? 

• Virginia (6-0) will play Georgia Tech (5-0) for the 
ACC championship on November 3. If VIrginia Wins, they 
Will go on to play for the national title on New Year's Day. 
If Georgia Tech (#11) Wins, well, they win the ACC. Why? 

• Colorado, which tied Tennessee at a neutral cite 
(are you listening, Auburn?) and lost to Illinois at Cham
paign, is currently about 10 places behind Tennessee and 
Auburn. Why? 

• Washington, whose only Joss Is to Colorado at 
Boulder. is about 10 spots behind Notre Dame and Miami. 
Why? 

• BYU received two first place votes the Sunday 
after their loss to Oregon. (Guys, at least read the scores 
before you ·,ote). Why? 

• (A' ·an-d observation) Notre Dame loses to Stan-
ford and fa. .rom# 1 to #8. Michigan loses to in-state rival 
Michigan State and falls from #1 to #10. That must be 
because Stanford is a better team than State. 

No, I've always thought that a playoff system Is a step 
in the wrong direction, but when Notre Dame jumps past 
Florida State on the stre'.1gth of a victory over Air Force, 
well something must be done. 

• • • 

This is incredible! I don't mean to dwell on whining 
about last week's game, but I just read that the offi ciating 
crew that blew the call last week Is the same crew that blew 
the Ohio State-Illinoi s game. Dave Parry, supervisor of 
offi cials for the Big 10, admitted the offi cials had missed 
the call. He said "hopefully they'd learn from it.· Dave, 
why can ·t they learn in Evanston? Dave Nelson, the NCAA 

representative for offi cials, Joked "at least they didn't make 
the same mistake.· I think the problem might be With the 
people who are supervising the officials. New rules: 1) 
when an offi ciating crew screws up big time, they receiVe 
assignments of lesser importance until their competence 
can be re-evaluated; 2) quit making Jokes about incompe
tence that adversely affects a lot of athletes, coaches and 
others. 

• • • 

Last week I predicted that only 6 teams would remain 
unbeaten. I was wrong. There are nine unbeaten teams. 
and they're the wrong nine. Last week I was, uh, 5-6. b u t 
7-3-1 against the spread (31-17. 27-24-1 for the year 
respectively). Worst picks: Florida, Oklahoma, and Texas 
A & M. But I ha\'en't been fired yet. and yes, it's too late 
now. 

Miami at Notre Dame 
The last of a series. Notre Dame has open dates, but 

won't schedule the Hurricanes. This should be some 
Incentive for Miami. The loser cannot win the national 
ti tle. If Notre Dame thought Stanford had an offensive air 
show, well . . . maybe Notre Dame Will play BYU in the 
Holiday Bowl after all. 

Miami 45 Notre Dame 24 

Florida State at Auburn 
Bowden tries again for win 200. Auburn came back 

against Tennessee, but the Tigers Will be too far back for 
a comeback this week. 

Florida State 34 Auburn 27 

See COX, Page Seven 

Law in the Raw By Oana, Welsh & Wi sotzkey 

To Sleep, Perchance to Pay 

The 5th U.S. Circult Court of Appeals on Sept. 20 
overturned a contempt Citation issued to Houston attor
ney John O'Quinn for napping in an empty j ury room 
during a break in a federal court trial last November. 

The panel held that U.S. District Judge David 
Hittner had abused !Us contempt powers with his deci
sion In March to convict Mr. O'Quinn of criminal con
tempt and sentence liim to 10 days in jail or a $500 fine 
with 60 hours of community service. Mr. O'Quinn never 
denied taking the nap but said he was unaware of Judge 
Hittner's prohibition. 

the stuffed deer, a five-point buck, was not alive and did 
not meet the state definition of Wildlife. 

· New York Times 
Former Wife is Right! 

Fact that former husband murdered former Wife prior 
to entry of order as to division of property should not l ake 
anything away from his share In view of statute governing 
disposition of property which states that court shall divide 
marital property Without regard to marital misconduct. 

· In re Marrto.ge of Cihak, 416 N.E.2d 701 
(fhanks to Anthony Sheehan) 

· National Law Journal Freedom of Expression? 

The Buck Stops Here 

A decoy does not count as Wildlife, a Judge said as he 
reversed the convictions of two hunters who were ar
rested by state game officers for shooting at a stuffed 
deer. 

Aaron J. Stlffey Sr. and James Wagner were ar
rested Dec. 7, 1989, during buck hunting season and 
charged with shooting at the decoy from a vehicle on a 
public road, not weartng proper hunting clothes and 
having loaded firearms in their pickup truck. They were 
convicted by a magistrate and fined more than $500 
each. 

But a Westmoreland County Common Pleas Court 
judge, Richard E. McCormick Jr., ruled Wednesday on 
appeal that there was no evidence against Mr. Wagner. 
The judge overturned Mr. Stlffey's conviction because 

School offi cials raised a slink and handed a pair of 
smelly students three-day suspensions for eating too 
much garlic. 

Two high school Juniors, Intrigued by tales of garlic's 
power to cleanse blood and keep blood pressure dowrt, 
each munched half a head of garlic Wednesday night and 
three or four heads before school Thursday. One instruc
tor told the boys to stop eating garlic at school; by third 
period they were sent to the office. School Board counsel 
Abbey Hairston said the suspensions are appropriate 
because there were ·complaints that those students were 
odoriferous.· 

· Pittsburgh Press 
Translation, please . .. 

What Utah Supreme Court Justice Gordon Hall wrote: 
"[She) should not be barred from relief by . .. her 

unwillingness to collide With the vehicle which caused the 

accident.· 
What we he meant: 
Recovery for hit-and-run does not require physical 

contact. 
Exactly what does the "hit" part mean in "hit-and

run,· Gordon. buddy? 
· National Law Journal 

Free Enterprise '-s Dead, But Doesn't have 
Funeral Arrangements! 

In a true blow to free enterprise, the Supreme Court 
has held that states may ban unsolicited door-to-door 
artd telephone sales of pre-arranged funerals. The West 
Virginia legislature, which apparently had quite enough 
of getting up from the dinner table to discuss the here
after, banned such cold calls In 1983. National Funeral 
Services, Inc. took the case to the highest court-In the 
land, that Is. 

· Investment Vision 

Here's One for the Hornbook 

Last Wednesday a not-quite-awake student gave 
"cattle" as an example of chattel paper. The considera
bly more awake professor replied: 

"'The first time a cow shits on your foot you'll realize 
that it's not an inta.'1gible. • 

J.J. White, Comm. 1Tans., 10/10/90 

Have you started tuning out your professors now 
that it's mid-October? WeU, start tuning in - UlR is 
looking for a jew good quotes! 


