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March To n 

t1ADNESS .......... 
By Yingtao Ho 

Finally, the calendar has struck 
March. It is time for buzzer beaters, 
heart breakers, upsets. By March 12th, 
the NCAA selection committee, oper
ating with a level of secrecy similar to 
the cult of the magna mater, will come 
up with the brackets that shall con
sume the country for the next three 
weeks. One myth has grown up sur
rounding the great American past 
time of tournament pools: The less 
one knows about college basketball, 
the better that person will do. I will 
attempt to show the falsehood of the 
myth, not to mention tempt the fickle 
goddess of March Madness to break 
my heart, by providing the readership 
with an early scouting report of the 
teams that I consider to be the best in 
the country. 

Going from conference to confer
ence, with each profiled team's pro
jected seed: 

ACC 
Duke(1): This is the best offensive 

team in the country, with an incred
ible array of scoring options from four 
guys who are legit big time threats 
from the arc (Carrawell, Battier, Will
iams and Dunleavy) to the inside 
power of Boozer to the best freshman 
point guard in America in Jason Will
iams. They have lost two games since 
November 1st, and are a lock to play 
on the second weekend of the tour
nament. They are not very good de
fensively, and a quick, athletic team 
such as St. Johns or Connecticut can 
outscore them. 

Maryland (4): An unbelievably tal
ented team. Dixon and Morris pro
vide them with very good guard play, 
Baxter and friends give them scoring 
depth inside. Dixon's presence at the 
point means Maryland plays like 
someone's constantly chasing them. 
To beat them, the opponent must slow 

the game down into one 
of half court execution, 
and also must bang 
Maryland's talented but 
soft front line. 

BIG TEN 
Michigan State(l ): A 

team without any dis
cernible weaknesses: 
Great point guard 
play in Cleaves, Big L! 
Ten leader in three 
pointers made, num-
ber one offensive rebounding team in 
America, number one transition of
fense in America, and they play an un
believably tough and physical de
fense. The Flintstones have great 
mental toughness, and will not lose 
to a weaker team. To beat them, a 
team must match State's intensity on 
the boards, back off the deep shoot
ers to take away the penetration, and 
hope State misses shots. 

Ohio State(2): Penn and Redd form 
one of the top fiv e back courts in the 
country, Ken Johnson is the number 
one shot blocker in major college bas
ketball, and George Reese is a very 
skilled power forward that almost no 
one can match up against defensively. 
But their guards don't run through 
screens well, thus it' s not difficult to 
get jump shots against them. Defen
sively, take away Scoonie Peen's pen
etration, and chances are the Bucks 
will put up some bad shots. 

Other Borderline Sweet 16 teams: 
Purdue, Illinoi s 

Overrated: Indiana 

BIG TWELVE 
Iowa State(3): Marcus Fizer is ale

gitimate 30 point, 15 rebound guy; 
and surrounded by a group of veteran 
players who understand the concept 
of team basketball. However, this 

team has not 
shown the 

ability to win 
big games away 

from Ames, and 
Fizer is not a great 
passer off the post. 
If a team can 
double team Fizer 

from different angles, and score 70 
points against a solid defense, it can 
beat the Cyclones. 

Oklahoma State(2): Desmond Mason 
and company can flat out shoot the 
rock. They also have the best pure 
point guard in America in Doug 
Gotteli eb. This is a team with seven 
seniors in a tournament where senior 
laden teams usually do well, and play 
the tough Don Sutton man to man 
defense. If a team can exploit the 
Cowboys' lack of foot speed on the 
parameter by getting penetration of
fensively, it can beat the Cowboys. 

Borderline Sweet 16 team: Okla
homa 

Overrated: Texas, Kansas 

BIG EAST 
St. Johns(3): Seven guys who can 

shoot, drive, and play defense. As a 
team, they probably pass better than 
any other in the nation. Have mul
tiple players who are willing to take 
the last second shot, which makes the 
Red Storm very difficult to beat in a 
tight game. As Ohio State showed last 
year in the Super Eight, the key 
against St. Johns is to overpower them 
inside, and take away the drive out
side. As Villanova showed last Thurs-
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day, d efensively the Red Storm is vul
nerable. 

Conn ecticut(S): Without Khalid 
El-Amin, thi s is probabl y a N IT 
team . However, go ing into thi s 
year' s tournament, El-Amin is play
ing like the best perimeter player in 
the country. This team w ill need 
better play from Freem a n and 
Voskal inside to advance further 
than the sweet sixteen . Chances are 
Connecticut will be beaten by the 
first reall y good team the y see, 
probably in the third round. 

Overrated: Syracuse, Miami 

PAC TEN 
Arizona(l) : If they had 

been healthy all year, Ari
zona would probabl y be 
ranked number one in 
the country: Great 
backcourt in 
Gardner and 
Arenas, strong 
and skilled up 
front with 
Woods ( who's 
probably going to 
play in the tournament ) 
and Wright and Jefferson may 
be the bes t six man in the tourna
ment. On the downside, thi s team 
is young, badly in need of a weight 
program, and are poor on transition 
defense. They will lose to a less tal
ented team on the second weekend 
of the tournament. 

Stanford (2): This is one of the most 
overrated teams in the country: Of
fensively they rely on the three, and 
Jacobsen, Mosley and Mendes take 
many questionable shots . Even 
worse, they are a very slow team, as 
both UCLA and Arizona demon
strated in demolishing the Stanford 
defense. However, with their re
bounding and shooting abilities, they 
will probably win two games before 
bowing out. 

UCLA (6): This underachieving 
group has finally played up to its ca
pabilities. Watson is finally giving 
them consistent guard play, Capono 
can shoot the rock, and inside play
ers Moiso and Rush are quick enough 

to get to the rim against just about 
anybody they play. Like other PAC 
ten teams, they are questionable in 
their toughness and defense, and will 
probabl y suffer the sa m e fate as 
Stanford. 
SEC 

Kentucky (3): Jamal Magloire has fi
nally arrived as a big time college bas
ketball player, just like several of his 
teammates. This is a team with a good 
enough offensive game to beat you in
side and outside. They run a great 
pressing defen se that produces 

easy baskets, and 
are deep enough 

to run oppo
n ents into 

t h e 
ground. 

the 

Kentucky 
teams, the 

wildcats have a 
tendency to abandon 

the inside game at cru
cial situations, and die 

when the 3's don't fall. 
This team is a sleeper final four pick. 
LSU (3) : Unfortunately, I can not 

provide a scouting report for this team 
because I have never seen them play. 
I know they have two players who are 
potential lottery picks, and have some 
strong wins inside and outside the 
conference, including an overwhelm
ing victory against Arizona in Decem
ber. 

O verrated / Borderline Sweet 16 
Teams: Tennessee, Florida 

Simply Overrated: Auburn (even 
with Chris Porter) 

OTHER ELITE TEAMS: 
Temple(l): In the past, this team has 

always been a tough out in the tour
nament because it is impossible to 
prepare for their match-up zone de
fense within a few days. This year, 
Temple has the best defense they have 
had in a decade because of the defen
sive presence of Sanchez, the great 
shooters in Karcher, Wadley and 
Greer, and tremendous inside 

strength. This team walked into Cin
cinnati and beat what was then the 
consensus number one team in the 
country. On the downside, more than 
half of Temple's offense comes from 
the three point shot, and if the shot 
doesn't drop, Temple could go down. 

Cincinnati(2): Yes, Martin is out for 
the year from this team that most felt 
was in a class by itself throughout 
mos t of the season. Howeve r, 
Fletcher, the player replacing Martin, 
can shoot and rebound the basketball 
extremely well. They have one of the 
best all around players in the country 
in Pete Michel, and a couple of dia
per-dandies in the back court. They 
can s till throw a lot of big bodies at 
you . The key against Cincinnati is to 
put all of the pressure on its backcourt 
in a half court game, and force them 
to win the game through offensive 
execution. Chances are, the young
sters will not get it done. 

Gonzaga (9): The best mid-major 
team in the last decade has returned, 
and this team is not much worse than 
the one that lost 67-62 to Connecticut 
in the regional final last year. Quinton 
Hall is gone, and the Zags probably 
can't penetrate defenses the way they 
did last year. However, Casey Cal
vary is the best big man no one's seen, 
and he gives the Zags the inside-out 
offense that replaces the penetration. 
Santangelo and Frahm can play for 
just about any team in the nation. This 
is a very fine team, and it will take a 
very solid performance from a top ten 
club to knock them out. 

Tulsa (5): Sorry, I won't see this team 
play until the WAC final late on Sat
urday night. 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST, THE BEST 
TEAMS NO ONE'S EVER SEEN 

These teams can all win one game 
in the tournament if they get in. Past 
records indicate two of these teams 
will probably win two games. 

Creighton, Pepperdine, Utah State, 
Kent, Butler, Penn, Long Beach State, 
Fresno State, Ball State and Bowling 
Green. 

• 
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