Law Quadrangle (formerly Law Quad Notes)
Volume 25

Number 2

Article 5

Winter 1981

Events
University of Michigan Law School

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.law.umich.edu/lqnotes

Recommended Citation
University of Michigan Law School, Events, 25 Law Quadrangle (formerly Law Quad Notes) - (1981).
Available at: https://repository.law.umich.edu/lqnotes/vol25/iss2/5

This Event is brought to you for free and open access by University of Michigan Law School Scholarship Repository.
It has been accepted for inclusion in Law Quadrangle (formerly Law Quad Notes) by an authorized editor of
University of Michigan Law School Scholarship Repository. For more information, please contact
mlaw.repository@umich.edu.

Franklin Zimring

events

10

Cooley Lectures
Despite the call in some legal circles
for adolescents to be treated as if they
were adults, a University of Chicago
scholar argues for legal flexibility that
would reflect the "transitional" status
of adolescents as they move toward
adulthood.
Delivering the Thomas M. Cooley
lectures at U-M Law School in the fall,
Franklin E. Zimring argued that a
single "age of majority" is an
inappropriate legal concept in
reflecting the "path to adulthood."
"Growing up is a process, not an
event. For this reason, the adolescent
years are best conceived as a learner's
permit period when privileges are
extended in the hope that a period of
learning by doing can produce
authentic maturity," said Zimring.
The professor, who is director of
Chicago's Center for Studies in
Criminal Justice, delivered a series of
three lectures here on the subject
"The Changing Legal World of
Adolescence."
"To ask how old is old enough to
date or drive is, in my view, to ask the
wrong questions," Zimring observed.
"Instead we must ask how old is old
enough to learn to drive, to start a
process such as dating that ends at
competence if we're lucky-to invest,
taking transitional risks, hoping that
the result will be the right kind of
adult."

By contrast, some legal reformers
have argued for abolition of "youth"
as a legally relevant concept and for
treatment of youthful offenders with
the full force of adult laws.
Warning against such a trend,
Zimring said adolescents, in learning
adult roles, should be "protected from
the full force of adult responsibilities
but pushed along by degrees toward
moral and legal accountability."
He went on to suggest a graduated
system of rights and responsibilities
conferred on young people at
different ages.
"With respect to liberties, why not
the 18th birthday as a presumptive age
of majority, one where we confer
liberties not already obtained unless
there is a very good reason not to.
Freedom of choice in medical care, for
example, might not extend to the right
to request and obtain vasectomy at age
19 in the name of zero population
growth.
"With respect to entitlements, a
good argument can be made that
educational and job skills
entitlements should not be agespecific. But if they are , why not
presume 21 as an age of majority
unless there is a good reason for
adjusting it upward or downward.
"With respect to responsibility, such
as the right to attend college without a
non-custodial parent's support, why
not presume age 21 unless there are
good reasons to depart from that
threshold."

Winter "Senior Day"
Lawyers and judges must continue
to serve the cause of justice despite
the "climate of insecurity and fear"
gripping America today, said Judge
Damon J. Keith of Detroit at U-M Law
School's winter "Senior Day"
ceremonies.
Judge Keith, who sits on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit
told the graduating law students and '
their families:
"I pray that you never know the fear
of being on a Klu Klux Klan 'hit list'
because you rendered a decision in
favor of equal educational
opportunity.
"I pray that you never have to look
over your shoulder to be sure that
your federal bodyguard is with you
before you leave your office at night.
"I have had these experiences as a
federal district judge, as chief judge of
the eastern district of Michigan, and
as a servant of justice."
During his 10 years as a federal
district judge in Detroit, Keith was
responsible for several landmark
decisions, including the 1971 White
Panther wiretap decision in which the
U.~. ~upre~.e Court affirmed Judge
Keith s pos1t10n that neither "domestic
security" nor the inherent powers of
the President justified electronic
surveillance without a court order.
. Another of his major decisions
mvolved the 1970 Pontiac, Mich.,
school desegregation case in which
the school board was found to have
deliberately located schools to
coincide with existing segregated
housing patterns.
Quoting from the late Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr .. Judge Keith said: "We
often find that on some positions,
cowardice asks the question, 'Is it
safe?' Expediency asks the question,
:rs !t politic?' yanity asks the question,
Is 1t popular? But conscience must
ask the question, 'Is it right?'
"And there comes a time when one
must take a stand that is neither safe,
nor politic, nor popular. But one must
take it because it is right.
"This, then, is where we find
ourselves today," Judge Keith
continued. "Not only judges, but all of
you must seize the opportunity,
wh~never and wherever presented, to
be ]~st, to act according to conscience,
to bite the bullet. In doing so, we shall
be honoring the heritage and tradition
of what is best in America."
Judge Keith also observed that the
future of civil rights does not look
particularly promising today.
"The failure of presidential and
congressional leadership left the issue
of civil rights to the courts. Now, a

failure of national and congressional
leadership seeks to ttndo the few gains
made by black Americans through the
court system. Are some white
Americans afraid to grant black
Americans full complete and total
equality before the law?"
Among current movements sparked
by fear, hatred, and violence, Judge
Keith cited the rebirth of the Ku Klux
Klan, the rise of the National SocialistNazi Party, and the rapid increase in
random killing of black men and
women in urban areas.
There were 55 candidates for the
Juris Doctor degree and two
candidates for the Master of Laws
degree at the U-M's winter "Senior
Day" ceremony held at Hale
Auditorium in the U-M Graduate
School of Business Administration.
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