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PREFACE

The present work was undertaken with the purpose of
furnishing a substantial treatise on the whole law of suc-
cession in one volume. Within this scheme were com-
prehended the separate topics following: 1, gifts causa
mortis, by reason of their resemblance to legacies; 2,
wills, including all legal questions and doctrines peculiar
to wills; 3, the substantive law of descent and distribu-
tion; and, 4, the adjective law of succession, including the
administration of both testate and intestate estates.

While endeavoring to discuss the whole law of wills and
give ample authorities on every question discussed, no
attempt has been made to cite all the myriads of decis-
ions on the subject. An endeavor has been made to cite
all the leading cases on every question discussed, and in
connection with every case cited to state any fact which
renders it of peculiar interest, as a leading case, as an
especially good exposition of the question, or as involv-
ing singular facts. It is hoped that this will be of service
to the general reader by elucidating the text, and to the
man in search of a parallel, by saving his time in run-
ning down cases that do not bear on his question. In
selecting cases to cite in support of any proposition,
preference has always been given to the cases found in
series of selected cases, such as the Am. St. Rep. and
the L. R. A. An attempt has also been made to refer to
every book in which any case cited is reported—the offi-
cial reports, the reporter system, and all series of selected
and annotated decisions. Books of selected cases used in
law schools are cited, because the fact that a case has been
reported in them shows its importance and value. As
each question has been taken up, reference has been made

to all monographic notes on that question found in the
iii
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v PREFACE.

Am. Dec., Am. Rep., Am. St. Rep., L. R. A,, Pro. R. A,
official reports, or law magazines. It is surprising how
many questions have been thus treated. By looking
through the text it will be observed that there is a refer-
ence to such notes in almost every other section, and often
several notes are found on the matter of one section.
Many of these notes are very valuable and not readily
found or thought of when the particular question comes
up. It is hoped that reference to these will serve greatly
to amplify the scope of the text, and to extend its useful-
ness as an index to the decided cases.
In discussing questions on which the statutes differ an
attempt has been made to indicate what the statute of
each state is, citing the latest compilation, and arranging
“the states by groups and in alphabetical order. Likewise,

in considering the questions on which the courts are not
. agreed, the states have been tabulated in alphabetical
order, and reference made to the principal and the latest
decision in each state where decisions on the question are
found.

It is due my excellent friend, Professor Floyd R. Mech-
em, to say, that he encouraged me to undertake the pres-
ent work, often materially aided me in the execution of
it, gave me free use of the material prepared by him
while teaching these subjects at the University of Michi-
gan (much of which I have used), and that his scheme of
treatment has been substantially followed throughout.

. JOHN R. ROOD.
Ann Arbor, Mich., Feb. lst? 1904,
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