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Amalya L. Kearse

John C. Elam , Sr.

D Amalya L. Kearse, 1962 graduate of
the Law School, was named by
President Carter and sworn in earlier
this year as judge on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit. She is
the first woman to sit on the federal
appeals court in New York City and
only the second black in the court's
history. (Thurgood Marshall, now on
the U.S. Supreme Court, was the first.)
At age 42, Kearse is also one of the
youngest persons to sit on the court,
considered to be among the most
influential in the nation. The daughter
of a postmaster and a doctor, Kearse
attended Wellesley College, edited
the law review at Michigan, and
graduated near the top of her Law
School class. Seven years after her
Law School graduation she became
only the second woman to be named a
partner in a major Wall Street firm,
Hughes, Hubbard & Reed. Praised by
lawyers for her analytical abilities,
Judge Kearse also excels outside the
legal setting: she is considered among
the most talented bridge players in the
country and is the author of books and
articles on the subject.
A number of other U-M law alumni
have also been named to judicial
posts, but their appointments were not
officially confirmed as of the writing
of this issue of Law Quad Notes.

D John C. Elam, Columbus, Ohio,
lawyer and a member of the U-M law
class of 1949, is president-elect of the
American College of Trial Lawyers,
the 29-year-old national honorary
organization for leading trial lawyers.
He was elected to the post at the
organization's annual meeting in
August in Dallas, Texas. Senior
partner of the firm Vorys, Sater,
Seymour & Pease, Elam has been
active in Ohio civic groups and in
national legal circles. For a number of
years he has been a faculty member of
the annual Advocacy Institute
presented by the U-M's Institute of
Continuing Legal Education. A fellow
and regent of the American College of
Trial Lawyers, Elam is also a member
of the House of Delegates and the
Council of Litigation Section of the
American Bar Association, a life
member of the Sixth Circuit Judicial
Conference, and a member of the U-M
Law School's Committee of Visitors. A
1976 issue of Columbus Monthly
magazine named Elam as one of the
ten most influential people in that
city. Among other groups in which he
has been active are the Columbus
Area Chamber of Commerce, United
Way Appeal, the Columbus Museum
of Art, and the Columbus Bar
Association. Prior to Law School, Elam

Clinton R. Ashford

Wallace 0. Riley

William A. Groening, Jr.

received his undergraduate degree
from U-M in 1948. His son John, Jr., is
currently a law student here.

Wallace D. Riley, 1952 Michigan law
graduate, who has been serving on the
ABA's Board of Governors since
August, 1977, representing Michigan,
Ohio, and West Virginia. An active
member of the ABA for more than 20
years, Riley represented the state bar
of Michigan in the ABA House of
Delegates and has been a member of
the ABA's Standing Committee on
Judicial Selection, Tenure and
Compensation, and the General
Practice Section. A senior member of
the Detroit firm of Riley and Roumell,
Riley has also served as a special
assistant attorney general for
Michigan since 1969. In addition to his
law degree, he holds a Ph.B. degree
from the University of Chicago, an
LL.M. from George Washington
University, and the bachelor's and
master's degrees from the U-M School
of Business Administration.

0 Two U-M Law School alumni are
serving on the 23-member Board of
Governors of the American Bar
Association .
Clinton R. Ashford, a member of the
class of 1950 and a partner in the
Honolulu law firm of Ashford and
Wriston, was elected to the board this
past August. He will serve for a threeyear term, representing the ABA's
district 14 which includes California,
Hawaii, and Nevada. Ashford has
served on the ABA's decision-making
House of Delegates since 1972. His
activities have included service as
president of the Hawaii State Bar
Association in 1972 and as vice
president the previous year. He was a
member of the state bar's executive
board from 1958-1960, 1968-1972, and
from 1974-1976. Before attending U-M
Law School, Ashford was graduated
from the University of California,
Berkeley, in 1945. He and his wife
Beverly have a daughter and three
sons.
Ashford joins Detroit attorney

0 William A. Groening, Jr., member
of the Law School class of 1936, is the
new chairman of the National
Committee of the Law School Fund.
Appointed in April, he will serve
through 1980. Groening in 1977 retired
as vice president and general counsel

of the Dow Chemical Company of
Midland, Mich., where he had been a
member of the legal staff since 1937.
He had also serv.ed, through 1977, as
secretary and director of Dow Corning
Corporation, the Kartridg Pak
Company, and Dow Chemical
Overseas Capital Corporation, and as
president and director of Dow
Chemical International. A 1934
graduate of the U-M, Groening was a
Midland city councilman from 1946 to
1952 and mayor from 1950 to 1952. He
was chairman of the board of Saginaw
Valley State College for 10 years and
has been active in the American Bar
Association, State Bar of Michigan,
and the Rotary Club. He is currently
vice president, director, and executive
committee member of the American
Judicature Society. He is an
"alumnus" member of the U-M Law
School Committee of Visitors. ·
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