
who have exhibited superior scholarship while engaging in signifi
cant extracurricular activities and substantially contributing to their 
own support through part-time employment. These two awards of 
$625 each have been made available for the i954-55 academic year 
through the generosity of the Burton Abstract and Title Company, 
of Detroit, Michigan. 

Lawyers Title Insurance Corporation Prize-This prize award of 
$100 has been made available beginning with the academic year 
i954- 55 through the generosity of the Lawyers Title Insurance Cor
poration. The award shall be made to the student who receives the 
highest grades in real property courses. Account shall be taken of the 
grades in the following courses: First-year Real Property, Trusts 
and Estates I, Trusts and Estates II, Fiduciary Administration, 
Securities, and Conveyancing and Drafting. In the event of tie, the 
difficulty will be resolved by reference to the scholastic averages in 
other courses. 

The Daniel H. Grady Prize Award is given to the senior law 
student who has attained the highest standing in his or her class. 

General Academic Prizes-Awards in an amount not exceeding 
$200 will be made to a select number of top-ranking students enter
ing the junior and senior classes. For the purpose of determining 
the recipients of these awards, grade averages will be computed as 
of the close of the preceding Spring semester. Should two or more 
students tie for an award, the amount will be divided between them. 
These awards will be made only to those eligible students who have 
not been given scholarships or prizes in a substantial amount cover
ing the same period. 

Loans 
Any student in the Law School with a grade average sufficiently 

high to be entitled to readmission is eligible for an interest-bearing 
loan on making a proper showing of need. Loans for relatively short 
terms are available from general University loan funds. Long term 
loans are available from special funds provided by alumni and 
friends of the Law School. These funds include: 

i899 Law Class Hutchins Loan Fund 
Class of igoo Law Scholarship Loan Fund 
Class of i913 Law Memorial Loan Fund 
Ralph Smith Hirth Memorial Scholarship Loan Fund 
H. H. Servis Loan Fund for Law Students 
Frederick L. Leckie Fund 

Amortization of long term loans commences within a reasonable 
time after graduation. The formula for repayment will generally 
be designed to meet the peculiar needs of each applicant. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID 

Application forms for both types of loans may be obtained from 
the Office of the Secretary of the Law School, Hutchins Hall, Uni
versity of Michigan. Final action in the case of short term loans is 
taken by the University Loan Committee following an interview 
with the applicant. Completed application forms should, however, 
be first submitted by the applicant to the Chairman of the Scholar
ship Committee of the Law School for recommendation. 

While applications for long term loans may be submitted at any 
time to the Scholarship Committee of the Law School, such appli
cations are usually submitted on or before March 15th of the year 
preceding the year to be covered by the loan. Students who apply 
for scholarships may indicate on the scholarship application their 
desire for a long term loan in the event the application for a scholar
ship is disapproved. 



Professional Planning: 
Placement Counseling 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



One of the most important tasks confronting the graduating 
senior is that of finding a congenial location for professional life. 
The Law School maintains a Placement Counseling Service to assist 
in this important undertaking. 

The Placement Counseling office, with a full-time secretary in 
charge, is located on the third Boor of Hutchins Hall. A member of 
the faculty serves as Placement Counselor. The office maintains files 
of information concerning opportunities for the general practice 
of law and for other professional work received from law firms, 
corporations, government agencies, and other sources. There is a 
placement bulletin board on the second floor of Hutchins Hall on 
which are posted notices of job opportunities as they come to the 
attention of the School. In addition, from time to time information 
as to these opportunities is assembled and made available to senior 
students in mimeographed bulletins. The Placement Counseling 
office also keeps on hand a number of volumes and pamphlets of 
service in connection with embarking upon the practice of law, such 
as law directories, bar examination information, and general litera
ture relative to openings in various parts of the country and in 
various lines of endeavor. 

Each senior student who desires counseling service is expected 
at the beginning of his senior year to file a biographical statement 
suitable for use in connection with placement. The Placement Coun
selor will interview each such student and will obtain faculty 
appraisals which will facilitate the preparation of general letters of 
introduction and recommendations as they may be needed. Contact 
with firms inquiring for graduating seniors is maintained through 
the Placement office. Seniors are expected to consult with the Place
ment office if they wish to be placed in contact with any of the listed 
opportunities. 

From time to time firms and corporations send representatives 
to the Law Quadrangle for the purpose of interviewing graduating 
seniors. In view of the fact that only eight or ten seniors may be 
interviewed in the course of a day, a selection must necessarily be 
made. Opportunities for interviews will be distributed equitably 
among the members of the senior class having regard always for the 
qualifications specified by the interviewers. 

In the last analysis, seniors must realize that the task of finding 
opportunities for professional life rests upon them. Each graduate 
must convince some firm or corporation that he possesses the desired 
qualities and will render the desired service. The Law School can 
provide advice and counsel, can point out known opportunities, and 
can afford introductions to friends of the School who will be of 
assistance. But in each instance the applicant must make his own 
sale. The practice of law is highly personal. Qualities of personality, 
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industry, integrity, and imagination, as well as academic achieve
ment, all play their part in obtaining employment. In general, the 
larger firms in the big cities insist upon top-ranking students, but 
there are hundreds of excellent opportunities for the practice of law 
where the academic ranking is deemed of no greater importance 
than the other qualities named. There are good opportunities for 
all graduates of Michigan. The task is one of finding the right op
portunity. 

Accordingly, each senior student should plan to devote a sub
stantial amount of thought and attention to determining where and 
under what circumstances he wishes to engage in professional activ
ity and how he can best convince prospective employers that his 
services are needed. Then he must devote time and effort to finding 
his niche. The Law School will assist as much as possible through 
its Placement Counseling Service. 



The Graduate and 

Research Program 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



You will observe, from time to time, evidences of special research 
activities. This is because the Law School provides a graduate and 
research program, financed by the income of a trust set up by the 
will of the late William W. Cook. 

Graduate Program 

The graduate program offers two semesters of graduate work in 
law following the regular undergraduate law course. Two graduate 
degrees are given for successful completion of graduate work, name
ly: Master of Laws (LL.M.) and Doctor of the Science of Law 
(S.J.D.). A complete statement of the requirements for admission to 
graduate study and the requirements for graduate degrees can be 
found in the Law School announcement. The course of study lead
ing to the LL.M. degree is primarily designed for those who expect 
to enter practice or government service, while the course leading to 
the S.J.D. degree is intended primarily for present and prospective 
Jaw teachers. In order to be admitted to graduate study the student 
must have maintained the equivalent of a B average or better in 
undergraduate law work. 

Master of Laws Degree 

The candidate for the LL.M. degree is required to complete at 
least twenty-four semester hours of work during his period of resi
dence. The major part commonly consists in courses or seminars. He 
is ordinarily required to take the courses in Jurisprudence and Com
parative Law. He is permitted to elect advanced undergraduate law 
courses and seminars which he has not already taken. Not more 
than half his elections may be courses in the Graduate School. A 
part of the requirement of twenty-four semester hours may consist in 
original research under the supervision of some member of the Law 
Faculty. The student thus is given an opportunity to specialize in 
some particular field of law, to broaden his viewpoint of the entire 
legal system, and to take courses which he has not had time to elect 
in his undergraduate course. The LL.M. degree may be given, not 
only on successful completion of the course just described, but also 
on successful completion of the two.semester period of residence by 
a candidate for the S.J.D. degree. 
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Doctor of the Science of Law Degree 

The S.J.D. degree is primarily a research degree. The most im
portant requirement is the thesis, which must be an original study 
of superior quality based upon intensive research with respect to a 
specific legal problem or a limited area of the law. The thesis must 
be published. While there is no specific rule as to the length of the 
doctor's thesis, those which have been approved generally run from 
one hundred to several hundred printed pages. The candidate for 
the S.J.D. degree usually takes the courses in Jurisprudence and 
Comparative Law in his first semester of residence. In his second 
semester, he would ordinarily elect one seminar. The rest of his time 
in his two semesters of residence is devoted to work on his thesis 
under the supervision of a member of the Law Faculty. At the end 
of two semesters of residence the candidate for the S.J.D. degree 
should have prepared a substantial segment of his thesis; but it is 
not possible for him, in that time, to complete the thesis. Indeed, 
it is expected that its completion will require one or more additional 
years, but no additional period of residence is required. It is possible 
for a graduate student to secure both the S.J.D. and the LL.M. 
degrees on the basis of a single residence requirement of two semes
ters. Doctors' theses are sometimes published as Law Review articles; 
sometimes they are selected for publication in the Michigan Legal 
Studies; and sometimes they are published by commercial publish
ing houses. 

Foreig;n Graduate Students 

The graduate program of the Law School is open to graduates 
of law schools in civil law countries who have a record of outstand
ing scholarship. While, insofar as practicable, the same require
ments for graduate degrees are applied to graduates of civil law 
countries, some adaptation of the requirements is necessary. Thus, 
a student from a civil law country is ordinarily admitted as a special 
student for the first semester of his residence, and that semester is 
not counted as a part of the residence requirement for a graduate 
degree. A number of our foreign students do not seek to become 
candidates for graduate degrees. However, each is entitled, after two 
semesters of residence, to receive a certificate showing the courses, 
seminars and research projects which he has successfully completed. 
A mimeographed statement concerning graduate work in law for 
students from civil law countries has been prepared by the Graduate 
Committee and will be furnished on request. 



GRADUATE AND RESEARCH PROGRAM 

Fellowships 

A limited number of graduate fellowships are awarded on the 
basis of merit each year to persons who desire to do graduate work 
in the Law School. These commonly are sufficient to provide not 
only tuition fees, but also a substantial amount for maintenance. 
In the case of applicants from American law schools, they are 
awarded to persons who expect to become candidates for the S.J.D. 
degree. Some fellowships are also awarded each year to graduates of 
foreign law schools. While foreign graduate fellows are not required 
to seek a graduate degree, they are expected to carry on a research 
project of substantial character, which will usually consist in a com
parative study. Applications for graduate fellowships are made prior 
to March i of each year for the following academic year. A blank for 
this pw-pose will be supplied on application to the chairman of the 
Committee on Graduate Work. 

Research Program 

The research projects carried on in the Law School include not 
only projects conducted by individual members of the Faculty to 
investigate particular legal problems, but also projects of a con
tinuing character carried on by groups of persons. The Legislative 
Research Center, operating under the direction of Dean Stason and 
Professors Estep and Pierce, carries on research in the field of Legis
lation, publishes results of its research, and does a considerable 
amount of legislative drafting. Research in Comparative Law is con
ducted by Professor Yntema and an assisting staff of experts. Each 
year there is a demand for research assistants for one or more re
search projects conducted by the Law School. Recent graduates of 
the Law School, who are qualified by reason of superior scholarship, 
linguistic ability or skill in legislative draftsmanship, are often em
ployed on a full-time basis for one or more years immediately fol
lowing graduation on these projects. Such employment, while not 
the equivalent of a graduate year, may well furnish to the employee 
much o{ the same sort of training in research as is acquired in a 
graduate year. A limited number of seniot students are also em
ployed each year as research assistants on a part-time basis. 
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