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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN /Y;b 
LAW CLASS 1886 I tf_ "'I 

MINUTES of 
REUNION 

June 18-19-20, 1931 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 





Tipton, Iowa, l\larch 16, 1936. 

To the Member5 of the Law Class of 1886, Uni
versity of Michigan; and to their friends: 

I am mailing 11erewith a copy or the Mint1lC6 
or the Class H.eunlon-45th anniversary-held 
in Ann Arbor June 18, 19 and 20, l!>:H. I am 
sending this to you for £ear you m3y have 
overlooked whnt was done five .re.:irs ago; by 
reading the Minutes many thin~s may be re
c·alled Ito you. I am also taking the !ll>erly of 
mailing it to some of the friends or the class: 
it is understood there is no la-.v requiring the 
outsidel".3 to read il. Tbe Minu1cs mny be a 
bore; it may he the membtWS or the class 
won't read them. However. tr they knew the 
~ime I have taken in gathering this data they 

n1ight at least re1>0rt that they had read them. 
Now; I want you to remember that our next 

.. r~nnlon starts on Thursday evening, June lS. 
N rn:rn, at five o'clock. We will meet at the Betsy 

Darhour Dormitory. Arrangements have been 
1'- made fQr quarters there. The reunion will con

tinue through Friday, and Saturday morning. 
j.. We will all attend the Alumni luncheon Sat

urday noon. 
Many of you may not know ft, but the Re

ger11ts have this year changed the time or the 
Commencement exercises; they will be held 11 
Saturday arternoon at four o'clock. This will 
give us an opportunity to attend them. Under 

~ the old plan many or ue could not remain until 
l\lonclay. Personally I am pleased with the 

T JICW plan. 
' 13 of our members passed away between 

l!12Ci and 1931. 
12 have passed since 1931, up to this date. 
I just hope that everyone will make an extra 

effort and come to the 1936 reunion. 

Sincerely, 

JOHN T. MOFFIT, 
Sec'y. Law Class, 1886, U. of M. 



UNIVERSITY OF 1'1IC1110AN 
LAW CLASS 1886 

MIXUTES REUNION, JUNE tR-19-20, 
1931 

Ann Arbor, Mlclalgan 

Tipton, Iowa, July G, 1931. 
1886-1931-45 years ls a. long time; almost 

a. generation and a half as historians tigure 
it. Thie law class has been out or University 
ot Michigan Law School 45 years! 

At the close of our laaL reunion on June 12. 
1926 a motion was made by a classmate who 
never does· any work that the regular five year 
reunion be again held, In June, 1931. I have 
noticed that it is easy for a person who sits by 
and listeno to What Is going on to unload the 
burden on some one else. Hut such it> life and 
I presume it always will be. 

Insi'. antly the old ott'icers started the cam
paign for the 50th Anniversary; some plans 
were made right then and there. I understand 
there are some class secretaries who can get 
up a reunion and make it a howling succees 
without any work and on short notice. I want 
to meet them at Ann Arbor rut our next reunion 
in June 1936. The only way we have ever been 
able to get by is by constantly working, month 
Jn and month out, year in .arul year out, dur
ing the whole five yeam. And then those that 
are responsible have little ~o be proud of be
cause they can -s~e how things could have l>een 
~o very muc:h better. 

There has been constant correspondence with 
the living members, and the continuous looking 
up of histories of those who have passed on. 
In Uie Secretary'R office there Is an open file; 
it la never closed; as soon as• Commencement 
day was fixed for 1931 1the campuign was re
newed with more and more vigor. 

Thursday, June 18, 1931. 
The reunion really started at Chicago. Ar

ran~<>ments had been made for those who 
nassed through Chicago to meet at the Mich
igan Central depot and take car number 506 
in train number 10, leaving Chicago at lO::w 
A. M. 

This plan was arranged fJOme years ago by 
the J\lic·higan Central; seats were reserved for 
us. Ycs--0 ht>r alumni member& from other 
r.lan.scs had taken the same train and c:ame 
through to call on us. 

\Vhen we arrived at Ann Arhor toward ('IV'Ctl
ing those who l11ul come by auto from othe1· 
direl'lions met us at the depot ancl we bud a 
real pro('ession ~oing np to our headquarters 
nt the Ha· !-1)• na1·ho11r llo1we. 



JTeaclq11arters ngatn at the nctsy narho11r 
House. To those or you who have not been 
back in recent years-this le a dormitory just 
across the street from the old Jaw bul1dlng. 

Spear6 had made the arrangemeru!s; they 
were the be~t ever; the top floor w~s reserved 
for our members and their families; the sec
ond floor 1'.or the rest ot us. The courtcsie.-; 
extentled by the management were wonderful. 

Thursday Evening 
Dinner In a private diningroom at the Mich

igan Union where Spea1'3 had arranged to have 
meals served, and where we had our first rol 1 
c·all. The answers came 1'.rom Pon:land to New 
York City: P. J. Bannon, Portland, Oregon· 
.John I. Breck, Jackson; W. H. nrunson, St . 
. Johni;; James A. C'rawford. Memphis; Alfred O. 
Crozier, New York C'ity; Charles DreKhach, 
Circleville, Ohio; A. W. Farrer and wife, Kan
sas C'ity; Leonard B. Gardner, wire and son, 
Lansing; J. W. Houcler, Rock Island, Ill.; JI. 
D . .Merithew, Grof!!3e Pointe Park: Volney Mil
ler, Union City, Ind.: John T. Moffit, Tipton, 
Iowa; Krlly S. Searl, wire and daughter. St. 
Johns; Jamc-s G. Smith. Kansas City; W. J . 
Spears and wife. Vass:ir; - 15 rnemherR now 
present; a most ~alisfactory turnout for so 
eurly. 

The Secretary gave some preliminary r e
po1-ts after dinner and then we re-assembled in 
Dormitory parlol."6, having speut two or three 
hours at the dinner table, and l\ept up our vis
iting until tthe midnight bells rang; 1md they 
did ring; the House Mother drove us nlJ out 
of there. and we had to ohgerve th~ rules. 
Oood Old Rules! 

Friday, June 19, 1931. 
Friday morning llrought in l..incoln Avery or 

Port Huron; W. S. Meeker of Greenville, Ohl ,>; 
H. W. Neiman, wife and two grandsons vf rnl
more, Ohio; and Fred B. Shepherd of Oswego, 
N. Y. - Now the members present num
bered 19. 10 still engaged in law; 9 retired or 
In business. 

Commencing with the time when ~ood old 
Dr. Hutchins was just. our law lecturer onr 
class has always caUed on him; when he got 
to be Preeident, our first runction was to ca11: 
then, the (ollowing Presidents- Dr. Bm1on and 
l>r. Little-humored us by permitting us Ito 
call on them. So we just took a chance and 
asked llhe ne'v Prexr, Dr. Huthven, to let ns 
keep up the practice. Ile ga,·e us fifteen min
utes on Friday morning. 

The report ot what our spokooman, Juclge 
Dresbach, said fn addressing President Ruth
ven fs put In here only bec.ause or the positive 
direction or the class. It s~ems ai; thou~h 
some o[ it is not merited. It follows: 



"MR. Pll.ESIDENT: 
Our pride in .this Unlver(llty, our pride In 

being graduates or this University, ie more con
vincingly shown by our presence than by any
thing which we can oay. 

Forty-five years ls a long time. We were 
fJtudents in your law school when the great 
Harry B. Hutchins- first came ae a. teacher to 
tlrnt law school, and we have a t'ardonable 
pride in the fact tthat, ns a Clas-s, we kept in 
touch with him UI> to the time of bis deatl1. 

Our Class has been unusually united. We 
hnve a record or the place of residence or all 
the members who are living, and we have a 
record or the date of death and the place or 
burial or those that are dead. We lrnve a fairly 
full biography of every member of the Class. 

Our unity is perhaps due In some measure to 
our individual loyalty to the University, and to 
our affection i'or eac.:h other. but, in a. muc·h 
larger sense, it le due to the zeal of our Class 
Secretary, Judge Moffit. He Is the heart a nd 
soul or the Class, and he has t'urnl~hed a strik
ing examiple of the fact rthat a Prophet cnn 
win honor tn his own country, among his 
neighbors, among those with whom he lives 
his daily life, because the people or Judge Mof
fit's Judicial Distrkt in Iowa have kent him 
in service as a District Judge since th-e time 
'when the memory of man runneth not to the 
corutrary'. 

Term after term they have re-elected him. 
nnd only recently he was substantlnlly unan
imously re-elected for stil l another term. 

Iii!~ modesty is only exceeded by his merit, 
and I am aware that he will not approve of 
what I am saylne- about him, brnl our affec
tion for him Js so real that we cannot forego 
tTile tribute to h Im. 

I WM told to talk about the Clnfls. Well, lrn 
is the only thing ahout the Clnss lthat is out 
or the ordi rrn1·y- so I just had to talk about 
him. 

J\tr. President. we beg you to accept our good 
wlsh<'s for a long nncl dist in~uishe-d adm ln
fst ration aa Preslclt•nt Of this great Unive1"ity. 

We thank you for the honor or being received 
l>y you." 

l'~a<'h mern her was present eel to Pres I cl en t 
Ruthven. and many or them he recalled. We 
all liked him very much ancl hespeak for him 
many, many years or suc<·essfnl adminislrn-
11on. 

Then to Room C of . the Lnw nuilding In 
whkh our class picture was hanging. I ft>nr 
it is our last meeting In the old Law Building 
RIJ I undercStand everything is to be removed 
to the Law Quadrangle. 

The Minu1teR of the 1926 rcnnlon, Yery full, 



Nieman reported that since the last reunion 
Aldrich, Breck and E. L. Smith bad visited 
him down in Ohio. 

Mr. H. E. Hartman, Lit. '86, brather or our 
E. N. Hartman or South Bend, Indiana, called 
on us to bring word that our classmate was in 
Ill health and could not come. 

Alex Avery, '26 and Jim Dresbach, Lit '24 ancl 
Law '26, sons or their dads, visited us. 

We Q.ad many calla Crom members or other 
classes who did us great honor. 

12: 15 P. M. The �c�l�a�~�s� went in a body to the 
Alumni luncheon. 

On motion or Bannon ilL was resolved that 
a reunion be held In 1936-our 50th Annivers
a.ry-and that effort be made to have every 
living member present. Rememb<>r this; tC 
yon don't come It will not be the Secretary's 
fault; life ls going to be made miserable Cor 
you. 

Bannon was the first to leave; drove to De
l roit. 

Shepherd left by bus at 2: 10, Cor Detroit; 
from there to Buft'alo for nn important engage
ment concerning the Oswego harbor. 

Lincoln Avery at 2::rn left for Port Huron, 
exprooslng himself as greatly pleased with his 
visit. 

Judge Searl took Mr. Houder anti the Sec·
retary for an hour's itrip about the city. Oh! 
How it has grown: beautiful residences. 

At 3: 00 P. M. Judge and Mrs. Searl, Hazel 
nnd Mr. Bronson bid us goodhye and left for 
St. Johns. 

At 3: 00 P. M. we again gathered in the Betsy 
Barbour parlors; Dresbach, Nlf>man, Spears, 
Meeker, Crawford, Merithew, Miller, Crozier 
and Moffit; visiting; still extremely wnrm-
94 clegrees. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gardner left for Lansing. 
T. Hawley Tapping, General Secretary ot the 

Alumni A*3socfation, ('ailed -0n Mr. Crawford 
whom lie said ha<l been a prince to the officers 
of the Alumni Association when they met in 
Memphis. 

We had with nR many, many pictures and 
home scenes of the different memhcrs and 
their families. Hours were spent in looking 
these over, and numerous were the stories 
that were tolcl about the different ones who 
were recalled by �~�h�e� i>kturoo. 

The Secretary was elected a director of the 
('lass Ofticers Council-a new organization
ancl rlirec·ted hy the l'lass to attend the meet
ingh on his own lime a111l his own cxpenRe 
whenever it was po!.isihle for him to do 
so. The present outlook, on account or thE> 
dislauc·e from �T�i�1�l �~ �o�n� to Ann Arbor, <lo<>s not 
inctf('atc that be will nttend many mectingR. 

C'rozicr moved the adjournment. 



Mem bera have attended the di(Cerent reun-
ions ne follows: 

Alclrich-1906, 1911, 1916, 1921, 1926. 
Andrews-1906. 
Avery, Lincoln-1906, 1911, 1916, 1921, 192fi, 

1931. 
Bannon-1926, 1931. 
Iloyd-1916, 1921, 1926. 
Breck-1906, 1911, 1916. 1!l21, 1926, 1931. 
Bnrnson-1896, 1906, 1911, 1916, 1921, 1926, 

1931. 
Clary-1921. 
C'rawford-1906, 1911, 1916, 1921, 1926, 1931. 
Creveling-1911. 
Crozier-1896, 1916, 1921, 1926, 1931. 
Doe-1926. 
Dresbach-1921, 1926, 1931. 
Dudley-1916, 1926. 
Edgerton-1906. 
Evans-1916, 1921. 
Farrar-1926, 1931. 
Gardner-1921. 1926, 1931. 
Garrigues-1921, 1926. 
Gill-1926. 
Helmick-1921. 
Hogg-1906, 1916. 
llooper-1916, 1926. 
Honder-1906, 1911, 1916, 1926, 1931. 
Humphrey-1921. 
Huntsl>erger-1896, 1911, 1921. 
Kline-1896. 
Krans-1911, 1916, 1926. 
Lamison-1906. 
JJydick-1906, 1911, 1916. 
'Mason, W. L.-1906. 
May, C. D.-1906, 1916, 1921. 
May, W. A. F.-1921, 1926. 
Meeker-19C>6, 1921, 1931. 
Merli hew-1896, 1906, 1911, 1916, 1921, 1926, 

1931. 
Miller, E. C.-1926. 
Miller, Volney-1916, 1921, 1926, 1931. 
Moffit-1896, 1906, 1911, 1916, 1921, 1926, 1931. 
Mnnn-1926. 
McMillen-1906, 1916, 1921, 1926. 
l\kNamara-1896, 1911. 1916. 
Nieman-1896, 1906, 1911, 19.16, 1921, 1926, 

1931. 
PickPns-1926. 
Prewltt-1916. 
Ilichler-1926. 
Scouton-1926. 
Searl-1896. 1906, 1911, 1916, 1921, 1926, 1931. 
Servis-1896. 
Shepherd-1906, 1916, 1921, 1926, 1931. 
Smith. E. L.-l!lll, 1916, 1921, 1926. 
Smith. Jas. 0.-1931. 
Spears-1896, W06, 1911. 1916, 1921, 192G, 

t9:n. 
St E'phens-1896, 1906, 1916, 1921. 



Sulllvan-1896, 1906. 
Talcott-1896, 1911. 
Walser-1911, 1926. 
White---.1896, 1911, 1916, 1926. 
Wolfe---.1906, 1916, 1926. 
Wright-1906. 
Totol-Year 1896 .......................................... 15 
Total-Year 1906 .......................................... 24 
Total-Year 1911 .......................................... 20 
Total-Year 1916 .......................................... 30 
Total-Year 1921 .......................................... 28 
Total-Year 1926 .......................................... 36 
TOltal-Year 1931 .......................................... 19 

REMEMBER THE NEXT REUNION-1936 

No formal dinner plans; every one looked 
· out for himself. 

8: 00 P. M. Smith left. 
9: 00 P. M. Crozier, Nieman, MilJer, Dresba<·h 

and his son Jim, Breck, Spears, Meeker and 
!Moffit continued In session. They collected all 
the papers and mes of the Secretary. Breck, 
from Jackson, waited until 10: 15 and drove the 
President and Secretary to tho train, <'arrying 
their grips and brief cases. Breck then con-
1 inued on his way home---.we watched ont of 
the car window and saw him as the train 
passed him. This Jett Miller, Meeker, Nieman 
and Spears who were to leave on Sunday 
morning; Judge Dresbach and Jim were re
maining over until the Commencemenl dnte
Monday. 

This closed our most successful reunion. 
Everybody promised to come back in 1936. 
When I get time I will prepare the FORMAL 
MINUTES. 

Let each member of this class write me a 
letter; we wm rtben get up a "G<>ssip Letter," 
about each of you, consolidating tt and send 
It out. It wont hurt you to take five minutes 
and wrf te me. 

And to the Frlende; It you don't read thk1 
or any part. of it you will have saved a lot of 
time and not missed much. 

Mr. Crawford, our President, has not had an 
opportunity to read this letter, but he says he 
will approve of what has been said without 
having it sent to him tor correction; so ff any 
or you Jive in Memphis, don't tthrow anything 
at him. 

JOHN T. MOFFIT, 
Secretary, Lnw 'SG. 
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