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THE SUPREME COURT: PALLADIUM OF FREEDOM 

ALPHEUS THOMAS MASON 

Lecture I 

POLITICAL SYSTEM WITHOUT A MODEL 
The evolution of our political system. Fearful of the volcanic effects of 

popular power, the framers established "free government." For the first 
time in history two levels of law were recognized and put into practical 
effect. By the Constitution-an act of the people-the people put them
selves under government; by the same act they put themselves under 
restraint. By making judges guardians of the Constitution, the framers 
provided a device by which the Constitution became in reality as in name, 
the supreme law of the land. 

Lecture II 

BUTTRESSES OF FREEDOM 
Analysis of three inter-related concepts: Right of Revolution, Bill of 

Rights, Judicial Review. These ideas occupied a prominent place in Amer
ican thought and action during the formative years (1776-1800). They 
are still the focus of controversy among Supreme Court justices and others. 

Lecture Ill 

CEMENTING THE KEYSTONE 
The legitimacy of judicial review. This subject-including the intention 

of the framers-is still controversial. The lecture is designed to shed new 
light, with particular reference to the chief architect of judicial power
John Marshall. 

Lecture IV 

FROM JUDICIAL REVIEW TO JUDICIAL SUPREMACY 
Even those who recognize the validity of judicial review, as this Thomas 

Jefferson and Franklin Roosevelt, query and criticize the use made of it
the almost inevitable conversion of judicial review into judicial supremacy. 
Jefferson levelled this charge against Chief Justice Marshall; Roosevelt 
directed the same complaint against the Hughes court. The latter contro
versy will be featured. 

Lecture V 

SHORING THE REPUBLIC'S FOUNDATION 
The years since 1937. The lecture will examine the court's positive role 

in safeguarding the political processes, including those basic rights
speech, press, assembly, voting, etc.-without which the dictum, "Govern
ments in America derive their just power from the consent of the gov
erned," becomes an empty phrase. 



PREVIOUS WILLIAM W. COOK LECTURES 

1944-1945 

FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY IN THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE 
Professor Carl Lotus Baker, Cornell University 

1945-1946 

TOTAL WAR AND THE CONSTITUTION 
Professor Edward Samuel Corwin, Princeton University 

1946-1947 

ALTERNATIVE TO SERFDOM 
Professor John Maurice Clark, Columbia University 

1947-1948 

MEN AND MEASURES IN THE LAW 
Justice Arthur T. Vanderbilt, Supreme Court of New Jersey 

1948-1949 

CHARACTERISTICALLY AMERICAN 
Professor Ralph Barton Perry, Harvard University 

1950-1951 

DEMOCRACY AND THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGE 
Robert Morrison Maciver, Columbia University 

1952-1953 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS 
Professor Howard Mumford Jones, Harvard University 

1954-1955 

THE POLITICS OF INDUSTRY 
Walton Hamilton, of Washington, D.C., Bar, formerly 

Professor of Law, Yale University 

1957-1958 

PLANNING FOR FREDOM: 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAN ECONOMY 

Eugene V. Rostow, Dean of Yale University School of Law 

1960-1961 

THE METROPOLITAN PROBLEM AND 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENTAL IDEAS 

Luther Gulick, President, Institute of Public Administration, New York 

COMMITTEE IN CHARGE OF 
THE WILLIAM W. COOK LECTURES ON AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS 

Professor Robert C. Angell 
Professor William W. Bishop 
Professor Alfred F. Conard 

Dean Roger W. Heyns 
Professor James K. Pollock 

Dean Allan F. Smith 


