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October 2017] Chevron in the Circuit Courts: Codebook 3 

For agencies within larger executive departments (such as the Coast Guard 

and the Army Corps of Engineers, both within the Department of Defense 

(DOD)), the department rather than the specific agency was coded, with the 

exception of the CIA, which has its own category. The residual category 

was the Department of Justice, whose Solicitor General represents the fed-

eral government before the Court in almost all cases and whose staff rou-

tinely make policy-significant decisions that the agencies themselves 

would not have made (and sometimes do not support).  
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Treasury = 0 Interior = 18 CFTC = 36 MSPB = 54 

Copyright = 1 IRS = 19 Agriculture = 37 
U.S. Trade 
Representative = 55 

DOD/Armed Forces = 2 Labor = 20 Commerce = 38 GSA = 56 

DOJ = 3 NLRB = 21 HUD = 39 NASA = 57 

Education = 4 OPM = 22 Veterans Admin. = 40 
Fed. Marine Comm’n = 
58 

EEOC = 5 
Patent & Trademarks = 
23 

Customs = 41 Fed. Credit Adm. = 59 

Energy = 6 Pension Guar. = 24 FAA = 42 
Adv. Council on Hist. 
Preserv. = 60 

EPA = 7 Post Office = 25 Nat’l R.R. Adj. Board = 43 
Librarian of Congress = 
61 

FDIC = 8 
President/White House = 
26 

Judicial Conference = 44 
Nat’l Indian Gaming 
Comm’n. = 62 

Federal Reserve = 9 SEC = 27 Nat’l Mediation Bd. = 45 ATF = 63 

FERC = 10 Sentencing = 28 Comptroller General = 46 Parole Comm’n = 64 

FHLBB/FSLIC = 11 Transportation = 29 
Social Security Admin. = 
47 

BOP = 65 

FLRA = 12 
Panama Canal Comm’n = 
30 

FMSHRC = 48 DEA = 66 

FTC = 13 Dep’t of State = 31 CFPB = 49 
Advocacy Training & 
Tech. Assistance Ctr. = 
67 

FCC = 14 FEC = 32 
Congressional Office of 
Compliance = 50 

Agriculture & Interior = 68 

HHS = 15 
Nuclear Reg. Comm’n = 
33 

ITC = 51 
Treasury & Federal 
Reserve = 69 

STB = 16 FDA = 34 
Small Business 
Administration = 52 

Education & HHS = 70 

EOIR/BIA/DHS = 1710 CIA = 35 NTSB = 53 DOD GSA & NASA = 71 
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Bankruptcy = 1 Health & Safety = 11 Education = 21 

Business Regulation = 2 Immigration = 12 Foreign Affs/Nat’l Security = 22 

Civil Rights = 3 Indian Affairs = 13 Housing = 23 

Criminal Law = 4 IP = 14 Prisons = 24 

Energy = 5 Collective Barg. / Labor = 15 Antidumping/Trade = 25 

Entitlement Programs = 6 Maritime = 16 Postal = 26 

Environment = 7 Pensions = 17 Agriculture = 27 

Federal Government = 8 Tax = 18 Employment = 28 

Fed. Jur. & Proc. = 9 Telecom = 19 

Federal Lands = 10 Transportation = 20 

1  = Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) 

2  = Non-ALJ adjudicator 

3  = Appeals Panel/Board 

4  = Head of Agency (Secretary, Commission, etc.) 

5  = Other (Briefly describe other type of final decisionmaker) 

1  = Liberal 

2  = Conservative 

3  = Neutral or Mixed 
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0  = Formal Rulemaking (very rare: must be “on the record” after 

“agency hearing”) 

1  = Informal Rulemaking (most common rulemaking: “notice and 

comment”)
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2  = Formal Adjudication (when there is an adversarial hear-

ing/adjudication) 

3  = Informal Interpretation (anything that does not fall into the above 

three categories) 

4  = FERC Proceedings (excluding notice-and-comment rulemaking) 

5  = Unclear 
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