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The bronze medalist of the Saddle

Creek Records roster (be-
hind The Faint and Bright
Eyes), Cursive, returns with
their first LP since B9=*E" =M

5/"=@ * relaased in 2000.

5/"=@* hailed by many
asone of indie-rock’s best of
the year, firmly established
Cursive’s image as a cross
between Fugazi and the
Cure. However, with (#m

&-JM:& 2 the band has
changed the formula con-
siderably, incorporating car-
nival organs, a full-time cel-
list, and choirs into their al-
ready unique sound. On
top of that, )"M&.IM& 1M
is of all things, aconcept al-
bum!

Okay, perhapsit’s a bit

of a stretch to call it a con-
cept album. Sure, the liner
notes include stage direc-
tions and character dia-
logue, the songs meld into
one another, and the album has a coher-
ent overarching theme, but [ still don’t
think it is fair to label it that. The theme
of the record deals with the trials and
tribulations (mostly the trials...ok, it's
53. the trials) of both being in a band,
and being in a relationship. That’s why
it'snot a conceptalbum. Conceptalbums
are supposed to be about differently-
abled pinball playersand walls and stuff,
not about the very things that pop music
is based upon. Plus, concept albums are
by and large really, really, really, ridicu-
lously dorky by today’s standards (Op-

eration: Mindcrime, anyone?). [ wouldn’t

% # eXpect a Cursive laser light show anytime

soon.

Concept or not, the music will have
you jumping off the walls, and the lyrics
will have you jumping out the window.
This is the type of record that can push
an already-depressed person right over
the edge. Which is why I likeit...alot.
In “Art is Hard”, Cursive frontman Tim
Kasher sings of the listening audience’s
desire to hear about his misery, “You
gotta’ fake the pain, vou better make it
Bing you're gonna break a leg when you
getonstageand I' RB @! 3uyomame,
'Oh, Cursive is so cool!’”” He definitely

delivers 1* ain 1&290 % &8oweacord.
In “The Recluse” Fe& >moans, “My
ego’s like 4RWwC83 & -1U ;Dshitting
what [ feed =1 In NI & >k Song”,
singing *51& W9- "o#uu2Me TKasher
sings, “So rub it +5U ysusur dumb lyr-
ics. Yeah, 1'ats 1t w-3"u7 uplace to
wringout Fou?U 001E'7LW 'walbum
I'll getshit on a little 382 ‘Who's Tim's
latest whore?” A ; >1su 8> I&+Buot.

Musically, 1&"8" 92 ivdefinitely
Cursive’s best, an u; >& ;Faone of the
more adventurous *5 - ¥ :? @b the
year. These days, any band who wears
old cardigans and sings about how girls

don'tlike them can geta seven-figure deal
from major labels eager to scoop up the
Hot Topic crowd. Cursive could have
cashed in on the phenomenonby putting
out a simple, verse-chorus-scream-verse
emo record, but they opted out of that
one. Instead, the record is densely lay-
ered with organs, choirs, strings, and
some of the most complex guitar-playing
on a rock record in some time. Most im-
pressive is thenewly-added cellist, Gretta
Cohn. One section of the album’s open-
ing track, “Some Red-Handed Sleight of
Hand" has got an amazing cello part that
has to be heard to be believed. It sounds
like the Kronos Quartet on trucker speed.
T h e
album’s
Mogwai-
influ-
enced big
finish is
perhaps
it's finest
moment,
a swirling
build up
of drums,
effects-
laden gui-
tars, and
Kasher’s
drunken
voice cli-
max, then
fade
away,
leaving
only the
cello and
the choir
singing,
“the worst is over,” leaving the listener
wishing that Kasher’s misery would last
for one more song, but the record ends.
At the close, I felt kind of guilty. After
listening to Kasher bemoan the fact that
he has to be miserable in order to make
good art, here I was wishing more mis-
ery upon him. However, he’s in a great
band and I'm in law school so if he’s a
little sad from time to time, he'lljusthave
to deal with it.
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Announcements

Law School Talent Show
Friday, April 4, at 8:00 PM.
Pioneer High

Buses Leave from State &
Monroe at 7:30

The Asian Pacific American
Law Students Association pre-
sents its 3rd annual charity bas-
ketball tournament!!!!

When: Saturday, April 5, 6pm

Where: IM Building

Who: Anyone!! - there will be

both men’s and co-ed

divisions

What: 5 on 5 Full Court games

How Much: $50 — only

$10 per person!

All proceeds will go to Detroit

charities

Sign up via email by sending
the name of your team and the
names of your players to

pechung@umich.edu.

THE HONORABLE GUIDO
CALABRESI

U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit

Thursday, April 3

12:20pm
150 Hutchins Hall

Pizza Lunch Talk with Judge
Calabresi is sponsored by The
AMERICAN

CONSTITUTION SOCIETY

Ticket Sale: Skate For Justice To
Benefit Access To Justice Fund

Event Contact: Brian Schwartz,
bschwar@umich.edu, 734.764.9036

Michigan law studentsand law-
yers will don their skates on Sun-
day, April 6, 2003 in downtown
Detroit for a very good cause - to
help poor people with pressing
unmet civil legal needs. A “Skate
For Justice” tournament will be
held atJoe Louis Arena beginning
at10:00 a.m., with the net proceeds
from the event donated to the State
Bar of Michigan’s Access to Justice
Fund to benefit the general opera-
tions of civil legal aid programs
throughout the state.

Tournament Schedule

10:00 a.m. Wayne State Univer-
sity v. University of Detroit Mercy

11:00 a.m. Mich. State University
| Detroit College of Law v. Uni-
versity of Michigan / Ave Maria

1:00 p.m. Consolation Game

2:00 p.m. Championship Game
for the Justice Cup

Zamboni rides will be offered
between games and a skate with
the players will be offered from
noon until 12:45 p.m. Tickets are
$5 each. To purchase tickets con-
tact bschwar@umich.edu

brehlerp@umich.edu or call
734.764.9036.

After the tournament, a recep-
tion celebrating the efforts and in-
volvement of all participants, or-
ganizersand fans is scheduled for
4:00 p.m. at Maverick’s Food and
Spirits at 630 Woodward Avenue.

2003-2004 Financial Aid Dead-
line Approaches

The financial aid deadline for
the 2003-2004 academic year is
Friday, April 18, 2003. Please
have your forms submitted by
thattime if you would like to be
processed for financial aid. Com-
plete instructions are available
online at: www.law.umich.edu/
currentstudents/ financialaid /
applying.htm. If you have any
questions about the application |
process please contact theFinan- |
cial Aid Office, 310 HH or

734.764.5289.

Send Your
Announcements
to RG@umich.edu




